
Urban Tree Canopy Community Prioritization Project:  
City of Paramount Project Team 

 
 

 Gateway Cities Council of Governments 

Nancy Pfeffer, Executive Director 
Stephanie Cadena, Assistant Planner (former) 

Mahogany Smith-Christopher, Assistant Planner 
Melani Smith, Director of Regional Development 
 
LMU Center for Urban Resilience 

Eric Strauss, PhD, Executive Director 

Michele Romolini, PhD, Managing Director 

Shenyue Jia, PhD, Research Fellow & Adjunct Faculty (Chapman University) 

Lisa Fimiani, Environmental Leadership Fellow  
Roya Shahnazari, Project Specialist 
 
TreePeople 

Ariel Lew Ai Le Whitson, Director of Education and Community 

Mario Dagonel, Senior Manager of Community Organizing 

Bryan Medina, Community Organizer (Southeast LA) 

Miguel Vargas, Community Organizer (Southeast LA) 

Daniel Berger, Director of Forestry and Urban Greening 

Eileen Garcia, Senior Manager of Community Forestry  
Gemma Lurie, Community Outreach Coordinator 

Kalie Ortiz, Community Outreach Coordinator 

Yujuan Chen, PhD, Principal Scientist 
 
City of Paramount 

Brenda Olmos, Mayor  

Vilma Cuellar Stallings, Vice Mayor 

John Moreno, City Manager  

Adriana Figueroa, Public Works Director 

Wendy Macias, Public Works Manager 

John Carver, Planning Director  

John King, Assistant Planning Director  

 

 

 

 




