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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Goals and Objectives 

This report is intended to serve as a guide for implementation of the Atlantic Corridor 

Complete Street Corridor (Corridor) project.  The concepts presented in this report will 

create a more attractive, livable, and pedestrian and bike friendly environment that 

operates effectively and efficiently for all modes of transportation along the Atlantic 

Corridor within the Gateway Cities.  

 

The goal of this project is to improve the Corridor by promoting a balanced, 

comprehensive multimodal transportation system in an effort to enhance sustainability of 

the communities that it serves and to address local and regional transportation needs.  

The concepts included in this Complete Street Master Plan are expected to lead to the 

programming, development, and construction of one or more possible multijurisdictional 

projects.  

 

Specific goals that this study focused on meeting included:  

1) Improving the multimodal mobility and access,  

2) Promoting and preserve multimodal transportation system,  

3) Improving safety and security,  

4) Fostering livable and healthy communities,  

5) Promoting social equity and environmental justice,  

6) Improving the air quality, 

7) Improving water quality, and 

7) Supporting economic vitality and quality of life of its communities. 

 

Objectives of this report include:  

• Identify opportunities to reduce transportation related greenhouse gases 

• Identify opportunities for creating sustainable communities 

• Identify areas for school or safe routes to school opportunities 

• Develop Complete Street and streetscapes concepts 

• Identify and develop bike and pedestrian safety enhancement concepts 

• Identify traffic operations and safety enhancements concepts 

 

In addition, this report will evaluate: 

• Corridor enhancements for multimodal mobility, access, safety, and linkages 

• Transit gaps and opportunities to preserve transit facilities and optimize transit 

infrastructure 

• Accessibility and connectivity of the multimodal transportation network 
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The presence of a Master Plan provides opportunities to revitalize the Corridor through 

urban design; diversity of higher density mixed use development; and improved transit, 

bike, and pedestrian connectivity. The higher densities of populations in the areas results 

in higher volumes of traffic and transit. The “new” street will attract development to the 

areas because of the improved access to the larger markets of County of Los Angeles. 

Specific areas along the Corridor may become destinations as more commercial 

businesses are attracted to the area. In addition, residential growth, via multi-use or live-

work space, can be expected as a result of increases in retail, nightlife, and improved 

multimodal connectivity, which may lessen the desire of residents to commute to Los 

Angeles, Orange or Riverside Counties. 

 

1.2 Project Limits 

The planning area is located on the Atlantic Corridor within the Gateway Cities Region, 

passing through the County of Los Angeles, City of Vernon, City of Commerce, City of 

Maywood, City of Bell, City of Cudahy, City of South Gate, City of Lynwood, City of 

Compton, and City of Long Beach. For most of the reach, it parallels Interstate 710 and 

Los Angeles River.  The northern limit of the Corridor begins at State Route 60 in the County 

of Los Angeles and extends southerly for approximately 19.5 miles to Ocean Boulevard in 

Long Beach.
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PROJECT LOCATION MAP 
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1.3 Scope of Work and Project Timeline 

This report generally follows the scope tasks included in the GCCOG Implementation 

agreement, which is consistent with the initial kick-off meeting and scope of work 

provided and presented at that time. The project schedule was planned in a manner to 

allow for ample research, and to work with the public works and planning departments. 

The creative approach of the vision building was the product of not rushing the concept 

development phase.  The tasks necessary to create a Master Plan for the Atlantic Corridor 

is as follows: 

 

Major Scope Milestones  Date 
Data Collection and Review of Existing Conditions  

• Field Review 

• Meet with each jurisdiction/stakeholder 

• Gather relevant document and literature for review 

January - 

February 2020 

Multimodal Corridor Evaluation and Analysis  

• Evaluate the existing conditions Corridor 

• Develop and provide a high-level analysis of a future 

Corridor 

February - 

March 2020 

Complete Streets Needs Analysis 

• Conduct a needs analysis for Complete Streets and 

multimodal Corridor, and identify constraints/opportunities 

 March – July 

2020 

Community and Stakeholder Outreach (as requested) February – May 

2021 

Complete Street Implementation  

• Quantify the Unconstrained Condition concept 

• Develop areas of focus concept plans for each jurisdiction 

• Demonstrate achievement of a Multi-modal Corridor with 

Consistency Across the Sub-Region 

June 2020 – 

January 2021 

Prepare Conceptual Design of Complete Street Master Plan June 2020 – 

February 2021 

Order of Magnitude Cost Estimates February – 

March 2021 

Finalize Conceptual Design of Complete Streets Corridor Master Plan  March – June 

2021 

Presentation to Committees and City Councils (as requested) May – June 

2021 
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2 CORRIDOR WIDE CONSIDERATIONS 

Corridor wide transportation strategies include not only the GCCOG Strategic 

Transportation Plan (STP) but also various “Livability” considerations, which are generally 

described as the non-technical features outside the STP, detailed later in this report. These 

features and considerations will be applied to the Concept Focus Area, or FA’s, for each 

jurisdiction and will also be considered as part of the order of magnitude cost estimates.  

 
Additionally, strategies to create space for Corridor wide improvements and benefits 

must be considered. Ways to justify and create space include but are not limited to 

streetscape and stormwater treatment measures; active transportation features for safer 

and more convenient opportunities for physically active travel; and median, center 

divider or traffic separation operational improvements. It would likely be necessary to 

underground a vast majority of the overhead utilities that exist on both sides of the 

roadway for nearly the entire length of the Corridor. Other considerations to create 

space also include narrowing existing traffic lanes, which could affect the operational 

efficiency of the Corridor, or the purchase or right-of-way to accommodate widening. 

These three strategies, underground utilities, narrowing lanes and or purchase of right-of-

way will be evaluated along the Corridor to determine which combination, if any, are 

most prudent in each of the areas of focus. 

 

Create a bold vision that is adaptable over time.  

 

A project will come together over time, being implemented in phases based on funding 

received.  Many complex infrastructure and engineering elements must be completed 

before the Corridor becomes a complete street. The vision developed now should clearly 

define an overall framework for 

how the Corridor will take 

shape, what the key elements 

will be, and define their 

essential character. At the 

same time, the vision must be 

flexible enough to adapt as 

conditions inevitably change. 

 

The subjects listed in the figure 

to the right are considerations 

for the corridor’s context and 

opportunities to incorporate 

during the development of a 

complete streets corridor.  

 

Lastly, it’s unknown whether the 

Metro Board will chose the 

Atlantic Corridor BRT as an 

option to fund. This study began well into the schedule of this effort and hasn’t concluded 

and determined if this Corridor is a priority for funds.  If the Atlantic Corridor is chosen for 
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BRT funding, additional coordination will be necessary, as a concern raised among all 

jurisdictions along the Corridor was keeping parking as a priority, and with BRT 

infrastructure, having enough room in the right of way width will be a significant 

challenge.  
 

2.1 Gateway Cities Strategic Transportation Plan (STP) 

The GCCOG, via Metro Measure R funds, conducted the largest multi-model 

transportation planning effort second to only New York City, to create a unified long-term 

Strategic Transportation Plan (STP). This large-scale effort was able to quantify significant 

baseline conditions along the Corridor that are incorporated into the Master Plan and 

Complete Street evaluation criteria, and do not require additional analysis effort. This 

study used the STP as a 

baseline and built upon 

it based on project 

specific Corridor needs.  

The adjacent graphic 

shows the approach to 

how the STP was 

presented and 

approved by the 

GCCOG Board in mid-

2016. 

 

The Atlantic Corridor is 

considered a sub-

regional facility that 

runs through I-405, SR-

91,  

I-710, I-105, and I-5. It is 

utilized as a relief 

arterial in addition to 

the city specific land 

uses and functions 

along the Corridor.  As 

a result of the STP, this 

Corridor was prioritized 

in the top 4 Corridor for 

future complete street 

study and evaluation 

by the STP TAC.  

 

The STP identified the 

top 100 deficient 

intersections in the 

subregion. This includes 
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the following ten (10) intersections along the Atlantic Corridor that have been further 

developed as concept plans as part of the study.  

 

The table below includes the name of the intersection along with the intersection 

number, consistent with the map graphic, where the plan sheet included within the STP 

can be found.  

 

Also included in the STP is the Atlantic Avenue Active Transportation Corridor which is a 

regionally significant Corridor. While the specific section from the STP only extends from 

Rosecrans Avenue south to Artesia Boulevard, the benefits and challenges included 

within the STP fact sheet itself is helpful when considering bicycle lanes for the entire 

facility.   

 

This Master Plan has a goal of reducing the 

Corridor’s use as a I-405, SR-91, I-710, I-105, and I-5 

relief arterial and maximizing its ability to serve the 

communities as a complete street with 

enhanced/increased development.   

.  

 

Atlantic Corridor 

Deficient Intersections 

(Name) 

Jurisdiction Intersection 

No: 

Atlantic Blvd at 

Telegraph 

Rd/Ferguson 

Dr/Goodrich 

Blvd/Triggs St 

17% LACO 

83% 

Commerce 

38 

Telegraph Rd/ 

Atlantic Blvd 

Commerce 99 

Washington Blvd/ 

Atlantic Blvd 

Commerce 89 

Bandini Blvd/ 

Atlantic Blvd 

Vernon 6 

Florence Ave/ 

Atlantic Avenue 

Bell/Cudahy 60 

Firestone Blvd/ 

Atlantic Ave 

South Gate 3 

Imperial Highway/ 

Atlantic Ave 

Lynwood 9 

Rosecrans Ave/ 

Atlantic Ave  

25% Compton 

75% LACO 

7 

Alondra Blvd/ 

Atlantic Avenue 

Compton 

LACO 

52 

Willow St/Atlantic Ave  Long Beach 44 
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2.1.1 Transit and Park & Ride 

 

Transit 

The Gateway Cities will see steady growth in both population and jobs between now 

and 2035, which will put more strain on the already overburdened transit network. 

Average weekday transit ridership in the subregion is projected to increase by 11% by 

2035 even if no additional transit improvements are made. Currently, many municipal 

transit operators report limited seated capacity at bus stations and on several high-

demand bus routes. Expansion of services is already needed to meet current demand.  

 

Various local and regional transit facilities run along the Corridor. The following graphic 

highlights the major facilities along or crossing the Corridor area.  

 

Focus will be on the connectivity and relationship between the various transit lines. Proper 

evaluation of the transit connectivity relies on overall public circulation. Attention will be 

directed to the following planning elements: 

 

• Pedestrian pathways, such as sidewalks, need to occur throughout the community 

in order to effectively connect neighborhoods with facilities and amenities, such 

as parks, schools, businesses and social locations. 

• Sidewalks and/or trails are to be separated from adjacent streets by parkways and 

infiltration planters as presented in the streetscape, which are consistent with the 

Sustainable Strategies. 

• Crosswalks are to be clearly delineated and shall include paving enhancements 

for easy identification and traffic calming. 

 

Bicycle lanes along the Corridor provide safe routes for bicyclists and encourage 

alternative transportation modes. Bicycle storage should be made available at key 

transit stops.  

 

The following page includes the transit inventory completed as part of this study to 

determine accessibility and possible gaps. This corridor is classified as a “high quality 

transit corridor” and is likely why it's included in the top five for possible Measure M BRT 

investment. 
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TRANSIT INVENTORY MAP 
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Metro Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Study 

On September 16, 2020, Metro presented the Visioning Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Study to 

the Gateway Cities Council of Governments (GCCOG) and our representative agencies 

along the Corridor as part of a special Atlantic Corridor TAC meeting.  

 

During the meeting, it was noted that the Atlantic Corridor BRT alternative was in the top 

seven remaining Corridors within the Metro region. This important project connects East 

LA to Long Beach. Additionally, this BRT corridor is the only one under consideration within 

southeast LA County. 

 

Based on discussions with agency staff through our GCCOG led Atlantic Corridor 

Complete Street Study, the agencies were enthusiastic, engaged and supportive of 

additional efforts to better define the BRT, including the opportunities and impacts.  

 

Based on this input, the GCCOG Board of Directors provided a support letter requesting 

that additional investments be considered in the Atlantic Corridor, including BRT.  This 

report also confirms support for the Atlantic Corridor BRT be selected for further analysis, 

which is anticipated in 2021 for the first BRT corridor investment. It was noted that the 

Corridor Cities look forward to engaging with Metro and our agencies on this very 

important project that can provide significant benefit to our subregion.  

 

The existing public transit infrastructure that serves the Corridor will become more 

accessible with improved connectivity of streets, sidewalks and green space that 

encourage residents to walk and bike to transit stops. A neighborhood with a strong 

network of internal streets and good connections to surrounding area, allows pedestrians, 

bicyclists, and drivers to move more safely and efficiently. This will reduce vehicle trips, 

which will in turn reduce the carbon footprint of the community. The success of improved 

neighborhood connectivity through this Corridor Concept Plan will also strengthen the 

sustainable opportunities for future developments in the various Cities.   

 

At this time, no determination regarding which Corridor will be selected by the Metro 

Board for Measure M investment as a new BRT line.  

 

Park & Ride Facilities 

The Gateway Cities currently has 18 park-and-ride lots with approximately 7,100 spaces. 

These facilities provide access to Metrolink, Metro Blue and Green Lines, and local and 

express bus routes. Currently one-third of park-and-ride lots operate at or near capacity. 

If no additional improvements are made by 2035, roughly half of the Gateway Cities park-

and-ride facilities will be operating at or over capacity. To meet this demand, additional 

park-and-ride facilities are needed.  
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2.1.2 Active Transportation  

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements were considered as part of the study. 

The goal is to identify deficiencies and opportunities to improve pedestrian access.  The 

Corridor will be well served by improving ADA pedestrian walking access conditions 

along the entire stretch and incorporating sidewalks where there are gaps in coverage.  

 

While regional centers, within any jurisdiction, are largely dependent on automobile 

travel, designing them within the 

context of adjoining 

neighborhoods has the potential 

to encourage alternative travel 

modes such as walking and 

bicycling. The quality of 

pedestrian environments also 

plays a critical role in the success 

of centers that serve multiple 

neighborhoods and the region. 

These centers typically offer retail, 

employment, cultural activates 

and transit.  

 

Walkable mixed-use neighborhoods represent the most basic places that are 

economically stable and environmentally sustainable. Additionally, walkable districts mix 

complementary uses, maintain reasonable distances, and bring building entrances and 

facades to the streets.  

 

One of the most critical elements of designing Pedestrian, Bicycle and Trail Corridors is 

safety. Due to the parallel nature of Corridors and adjacent trail, visibility and access, as 

well as arterial street crossings, need special attention to optimize safety to the users. 

Warning devices, signage and striping need to properly advise users. Roadway 

conditions should be evaluated before installation of any new bike ways. 

 

The existing bicycle network in the Gateway Cities Subregion has primarily been 

developed through individual city or county efforts, and also by regional efforts 

supported by Metro and other multi-jurisdictional agencies. The area provides an 

opportunity to create an environment for bicycling, including a temperate climate, a 

network of schools and open space, a major university and community college, a well-

connected street grid, and relatively flat terrain. Despite the fact that bicycling is 

increasingly popular in Southern California, a safe, well-connected and accessible 

bicycle network remains a significant challenge for many bicyclists in the Gateway Cities.  
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The STP contains fifty-five (55) significant bicycle Corridor project ideas.  A portion of the 

Atlantic Corridor is one of the 55 significant Corridors, as part of this Master Planning effort, 

and with the coordination of each jurisdiction, the Corridor will benefit from a contiguous 

Class 1, or at minimum Class 2 bicycle facility for part of the length (County of Los Angeles, 

City of Compton and City of Long Beach). Additionally, through this effort, the bicycle 

facility that is developed as part of the Corridor Concept Plan should be incorporated in 

upcoming STP updates.  

 

The GCCOG member cities have developed all of the bicycle facility types below along 

Atlantic Corridor, but the plan isn’t complete. 

 

Later in this section, bicycle continuity is presented in a table format, as it ties into a 

major goal of this study.   

Bicycle facilities are divided into four Classifications as defined by Caltrans: 

Class 1 Bikeway (Bike Path): A shared use bike path is entirely separate from the road. 

No motor vehicles are allowed on or near these paths, which also serve as multi-use 

pathways. For example, along the Rio Hondo Channel. 

 

Class 2 Bikeway (Bike Lane): A bike lane marked in the road is four feet wide, or five 

feet wide if adjacent to parked cars. For example, along on Del Amo Boulevard. 

 

Class 3 Bikeway (Bike Route):  A bike route is simply a route without any designated 

striping for bikes but has signs that designate it as a bicycle route. These facilities are 

usually on neighborhood streets without heavy traffic.  

 

Class 4 Bikeway (Separated Bikeway):  A separated bikeway or cycle track, which 

provide an alternative to other bikeways that may minimize interactions with other 

modes of travel.  A bikeway for the exclusive use of bicycles and includes a separation 

required between the separated bikeway and the through vehicular traffic.  The 

separation may include, but is not limited to, grade separation, flexible posts, inflexible 

physical barriers, or on-street parking. The objective is to foster bicycling as a means of 

transportation, in a manner that improves safety for all users, including motorists, transit 

users, and pedestrians, including persons with disabilities. 
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2.2 Complete Streets Needs Analysis - Methodology 

This section includes a description of the criteria used to document the existing technical, 

non-technical, and featured elements along the Corridor. The evaluation and analysis of 

the features will be identified for consideration as part of a Complete Street Needs 

Analysis task within the Scope of Work, which takes place during the jurisdictional 

meetings. The goal is to incorporate as many of the improvements into the Corridor 

Concept Plan via the Focus Areas (FA’s), defined for each jurisdiction. Embracing the 

Complete Streets approach will provide a framework to foster a more livable community.  

The analysis to follow will document the process on building this framework and defining 

the evaluation factors. Restating what a complete street involves will help define the 

elements evaluated in the needs analysis, and is defined within each of the jurisdictional 

meeting minutes summaries included within this report.  

 

As an overview, areas of the roadway needs analysis include: median islands and 

enhancements, traffic calming, added bike lanes, shared use paths, sidewalks, safe 

crossing location for pedestrians, pedestrian signal improvements, transit enhancements 

and fixed rail services, curb extension for added public space, parking, planting & linear 

forests, and water quality. 

 

Needs Analysis topic area goals. 

 

An effort is made to reconnect the public to its community’s open spaces and activate 

unused resources. The Corridor is the gateway to the neighborhoods and the community. 

It will connect and build a network of green connections and public spaces that connect 

visually and physically, to vital civic and commercial destinations, nearby neighborhoods 

and the larger urban pockets (focus areas), city and regional open spaces. This will allow 

a phased approach that is implemented over a longer timeframe, but the big picture 

(master plan) needs to be in view from the beginning. 

 
Improve access and mobility. 

 

The Corridor is, and will remain, a crossroads, as Corridor users rely on safe and efficient 

access to provide an important connection for moving people and goods between the 

north and south. At the same time, the Corridor will be an increasingly attractive place 

for walkers, bicyclists, joggers, recreational and other uses. The future Corridor will 

accommodate safe, comfortable and efficient travel by pedestrians, bicyclists, vehicles 

and freight. The interactions among these many modes of travel must be designed 

carefully for the safety, comfort, and efficiency for all. 
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Needs Analysis and Context Sensitive Solutions. 
 

Improving the appearance and image of the Corridor is a primary goal of the 

community.  Focus on the viewshed beyond the right-of-way which has an influence on 

the perception of the community and traveling public.  The visual elements need to be 

responsive to the local values and concerns.  The various elements need to provide 

Corridor consistency while enhancing individual community identity. Innovative inclusive 

approaches that integrate and balance community, aesthetics, historic and 

environmental values with transportation safety, maintenance and performance goals. 

These planning goals are reached through a collaboration, interdisciplinary approach 

involving all stakeholders with the goal of improving the boundary between the 

transportation Corridor and the communities and people that share the common open 

space. Embrace and celebrate the region’s past, present and future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.3 Multimodal Corridor Evaluation and Analysis 

The evaluation of the existing conditions and the findings resulting helps in developing a 

variety of multimodal Corridor improvements bundled into four proposed Street 

Designations, which are then used to develop the Concept FA’s for each jurisdiction, as 

part of the overall creation of the Atlantic Corridor Complete Streets Corridor. The various 

possible street designations were shown during original scoping of the project, and further 

discussed during the jurisdictional meetings. The Concept Focus Areas (FA’s) are specific 

locations, or nodes, that are modified and developed for each jurisdiction to provide a 

concept plan illustrating a multimodal Complete Street concept. The Street Designations 

are used as a baseline to illustrate and provide the high-level future Corridor concept.   
 

2.3.1 Street Designations along the Corridor 

The existing Corridor street design standards vary from location to location, but in general 

the street design and engineering were all about moving traffic from their origins to their 

destinations.  For decades, the purpose and goal of the street design has been to move 

motorized traffic as expeditiously as possible, however developing a transportation 

system primarily for motorized vehicular traffic has failed to meet the traveling needs and 

preferences of a large population of the region.   

 

The focus is to create a corridor that will provide safe mobility for all travelers, not just 

motor vehicles, by envisioning and planning our Corridor as a complete Corridor. This 

Corridor will address the needs of public health and fitness, creating vibrant 

neighborhoods, reducing fossil fuel emissions, adopting greener and more sustainable 

communities and accommodating the needs of our aging population.    

 

The guiding principle per FHWA for a complete street is to create roadways 

and related infrastructure that provide safe travel for all users, each 

complete street must be customized to the characteristics of the area that 

street serves.  A complete street also must accommodate the needs and 

expectations of the travelers who want to access or pass through the 

surrounding neighborhoods, community, and region. 



 

The Atlantic Corridor Complete Street Evalutation & Master Plan Study  18 

 

Complete streets policies help communities make clear the commitment to planning 

future transportation improvements and to provide for safe travel of everyone using the 

road. The street designations provide transportation choices; support communities 

through transit oriented, mixed-use development and activation of abandoned, vacant 

and underused properties; invest in healthy, safe and walkable neighborhoods.  Visually 

documenting these goals along the Corridor so city Planners and engineers have a clear 

direction to develop solutions is a difficult task because of the 19.5-mile length of the 

project.     

 

To accommodate the complete streets 

approach, we begin by breaking down the 

Corridor into Specific Street Designations so 

that the strategies and stakeholder 

partnerships can successfully develop and 

manage the public spaces in the 

neighborhoods and bordering connections to 

this major east-west Corridor.  These 

designations are shown in the adjacent 

graphic.  

 

The Street Designations we developed along 

the Corridor provide a “toolbox” of options to 

apply at specific street limits.  We applied 

these Street Designations along the entire 

Corridor and also focused on how the various 

designations transitions between one 

another.   

 

The Street Designations principles were developed through our outreach to capture the 

key civic goals and objectives that should shape the creation of the “new” roadway 

footprint, public spaces and expand on established principles from existing city policies 

and civic efforts. 

 

The following pages provide greater detail regarding the Street Designation toolbox 

features. 
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NO. 1 – DOWNTOWN LIFESTYLE 
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NO. 2 – URBAN ACTIVITY 
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NO. 3 – RESIDENTIAL CALMING 
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NO. 4 – PRINCIPAL ROUTE 
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Street Designations Principles 

 

Create a public asset for all  

 

The Complete Street Master Plan engages the entire community along the Corridor. It is 

a public asset and should remain focused on public use and activities that attract people 

from all walks of life. It should be a place for locals and visitors alike – a place where 

everything comes together effortlessly. The process for developing a Complete Street 

Master Plan draws on the goals and dreams of the entire community along the Corridor.  

The resulting public spaces and surrounding development will engage through a range 

of planned activities as the program develops. 

 
Street Designations - Define Context Sensitive Solutions 

 

Applying Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) to the Corridor confirms that indeed it is 

“complete” in the sense of being appropriate for the area in which the project is 

planned.  A collaboration of stakeholders and interdisciplinary mix of members from all 

cities formed the visioning team to provide the concepts that fit its setting.   Using design 

visualization to focus on areas that enhance the scenic view shed and aesthetics; 

bringing the community and history of the Corridor together; activate and enhance the 

environmental resources and open space; improving safety, mobility for all users.  

Develop of multiple alternatives and review with public officials and community, to 

optimize the opportunities and build a consensus.  All of which will provide an emphasis 

of enhancing the uniqueness of the area and the sense of place in this urban 

environment that will be viewed as a valued resource.  

 

Innovative and sustainable design at the forefront 

 

The Street Designations are the basis for developing visual urban design principles that 

bring people to the focus areas allowing them to experience the unique planning, 

geography and ecology of the area. At the same time, we must take steps to improve 

the natural environment and ecology while also preserving and enhancing the activities 

that remain central to the Corridor cities. The complete streets should, in its planning and 

visioning, reflect GCCOG’s commitment to sustainability, innovation and responding to 

climate change and air quality improvements.   

 

Within each jurisdiction, Concept Focus Areas (FA’s) have been developed, and are 

included in this report, These FA’s provide typical sections, street designations and other 

area specific information. This report includes thirteen (13) Focus Areas, including a 

minimum of one (1) for each jurisdiction. 
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2.3.2 Bikeway  Continuity 

Bikeway continuity along the Atlantic Corridor is also a major goal of this master plan.  

Providing continuity along the Atlantic Corridor was a major discussion point and 

consideration with each jurisdiction and every effort has been taken to incorporate 

bicycle lanes.  This report identifies the deficiencies along the Corridor and incorporates 

full continuity, or connectivity, along the Corridor and is demonstrated within the concept 

plans as well as incorporated into the cost estimates.   

 

Below is a summary of the types of bicycle lanes being considered for each jurisdiction.  

 

Jurisdiction Bicycle Lane Proposed along Corridor  

County of Los Angeles (East LA) Class III 

Commerce n/a (use parallel streets) 

Vernon Class I, II and III 

Maywood Class II 

Bell n/a (use parallel streets) 

Cudahy Class III 

South Gate Class III 

Lynwood Class II and III 

County of Los Angeles (East Rancho 

Dominguez) 

Class II  

Compton Class I, II and III 

Long Beach Class I, II, III and IV 

 

2.3.3 Schools 

Creating safe routes to school for children enables and encourages children to walk or 

ride their bikes to school. This helps reduce traffic and air pollution, reducing the need for 

parents to drive their children, which reduces traffic consistency within the vicinities of the 

school, and simultaneously improves the well-being of the children by encouraging a 

healthy and active lifestyle.  

 

This study inventoried the schools that are located in close proximity to the Corridor, so 

that when agencies begin to implement the plan, they can maximize any safe routes to 

school opportunities.  
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Jurisdiction Schools 

County of Los Angeles (East 

LA) 

James A Garfield High school, Green DOT Public Schools, KIPP 

Raices Academy, St. Alphonsus Elementary School, Fourth 

Street Elementary School, Arts in Action Community Charter 

School 

 

Commerce Bandini Elementary School, Rosewood Park School 

Vernon NA 

Maywood Maywood Academy High school, Nueva Vista Elementary 

School, Maywood Elementary School  

Bell Bell Senior High School 

Cudahy Jaime Escalante Early Education Center, Jaime Escalante 

Elementary School 

South Gate Tweedy Elementary School, Legacy High School Complex 

Lynwood Lugo Elementary School 

County of Los Angeles (East 

Rancho Dominguez) 

N/A 

Compton Whaley Middle School 

Long Beach Stevenson Robert Louis Elementary school, Roosevelt 

Elementary School, Long beach Polytechnic High School, Smith 

Elementary School, Long fellow Elementary School, Jordan 

High School 

 

Every pedestrian crossing at major road intersections requires a safe and visible crosswalk 

and sometimes traffic controls and/or crossing guards. Reduced vehicular speeds can 

create a meaningful improvement of safety for pedestrians and bicyclists. A cost-

effective way to reduce speeds is to utilize the concept of “traffic calming” along the 

Corridor.  

 

Examples of this include the following features:  

• Intersections 

• New medians 

• Curb extensions 

 

These features have been incorporated into the Corridor Concept Focus Areas in a 

variety of locations.  Continuous bicycle facilities are to be provided along all routes to 

schools. 
 
  

 

SCHOOLS IN PROXIMITY OF THE CORRIDOR 
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2.3.4 Parks 

There are several parks either along or near the Corridor that have also been inventoried 

and considered as part of the Study. These include:  

 
Jurisdiction Parks 

County of Los Angeles (East 

LA) 

Atlantic Avenue Park, East Rancho Dominguez Park 

 

Bell Biancini Park 

South Gate South Gate Park 

Lynwood Yvonne Burke-John D Ham Park 

Compton  

Long Beach Peace Park, Fellowship Park, Scherer Park, Atlantic Plaza Park, 

Houghton Skatepark 

 

Additionally, to enhance the use of a Complete Street, jurisdictions are encouraged to 

require new developments that provide usable open space for recreations demands. 
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2.3.5 LA River Trail and Wayfinding 

The Los Angeles River Trail runs parallel to the Atlantic Corridor for the entire length 

through the Gateway Cities. Access points are generally along the east west arterial 

facilities that intersect with the Atlantic Corridor. The following table includes the 

entrance/exit points of the LA River Trail by jurisdiction.  Active Transportation connectivity 

to this recreational trail has been considered as part of the master plan.  

 
Jurisdiction Location of LA River Trail Entrance/Exit Location of Trail in 

Relation to LA River 

County of Los Angeles 

(East LA) 

n/a n/a 

 

County of Los Angeles 

(Rancho Dominguez) 

n/a East 

Commerce n/a West 

Vernon District Blvd, Atlantic Blvd West 

Maywood E. Slauson Ave, Riverfront Park West 

Bell Gage Ave, Florence Ave West 

Cudahy Live Oak St, Clara St, Rive Rd at Cudahy River 

Park 

West 

South Gate Firestone Blvd, Southern Ave, Imperial Hwy, LA 

County Flood Control Maintenance Yard-

south of Imperial Hwy, Rio Hondo Confluence, 

Hollydale Park 

West 

Lynwood n/a Both 

Compton Alondra Blvd, Ralph C. Dills Park, Somerset 

Blvd 

East 

Long Beach Rancho Portillo, De Forest Park/W. 52nd St, W. 

Del Amo Blvd, N. Virginia Vista, Wrigley 

Greenbelt, De Forest Ave/26th Wy, De Forest 

Ave/25th St, South of Pacific Coast Highway, 

De Forest Ave by Drake/Chavez Soccer Fields 

(stairs), 6th Street, South of Golden Shores RV 

Resort 

East 

 

The Corridor jurisdictions are interested in a uniform wayfinding signing for Active 

Transportation users to find the LA River Entrances, connecting the community with the 

pathway for recreation uses. The Livability Plan also considered wayfinding as important. 

Excerpts of the GCCOG Board approved Livability Plan, shown on the following page, 

illustrate how they characterized these elements 
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EXCERPTS FROM APPROVED LIVABILITY PLAN 
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2.4 Features for Consideration In Addition to The STP 

The following list of non-technical elements and features were not generally considered 

as part of the GCCOG STP and are specific and integral to creating a Complete Street 

Master Plan for The Atlantic Corridor.  
 

2.4.1 Aesthetics Including Urban Greening & Open Space 

Aesthetics are integral features that can provide an overall theme to a Corridor. 

Incorporating various features including enhancing aesthetics: 

 

• Undergrounding of existing overhead utilities 

• Creatively using storm water treatment options such as sidewalk planters, 

permeable pavement or pavers that reduce standing water and hydroplaning 

while at the same time adding “Green Pockets” along the Corridor. 

• Provide additional pedestrian enhancements such as intersection bulb-outs which 

could require a change in parking to an angled layout to make sufficient room. 

• Including reclaimed water piping throughout the Corridor to that enhanced 

landscaping can be provided to add beauty to the Corridor. 

• Provide outdoor dining along miscellaneous limits. 

 

Streets throughout the plan area serve different purposes and have variable capacities. 

The context of the land use along a Corridor heavily influences the design concept of 

the Corridor. One of the key components of the Corridor Concept Plan is that the Corridor 

will be multi-modal, meaning it will balance the needs of multiple modes of travel and 

provide the traveling public the option to walk, bike, take transit or drive. 

 

Streetscape elements will be developed to compliment 

the character and scale of each street designation 

distinguish unique areas of the cities and Corridor and 

create an identifiable sense of space. Elements such as 

enhanced landscape, signing, pavement, and lighting to 

establish an experience along the Corridor. 

 
Green Infrastructure 
Green Infrastructure is a combination of plants, soils, and other practices that 

help to restore natural water management processes and improve urban quality 

of life. Paved and impervious surfaces in urban environments put stress on typical 

stormwater infrastructure and contribute to poor water quality in our bodies of 

water. Stormwater typically carries debris, silt, and other pollutants directly into 

our storm drains, which lead to our rivers and ultimately to our beaches and 

ocean. 

Overall Importance of Green Infrastructure 
• Improve water quality and conserve water 

• Enhance community and infrastructure resiliency 

• Increase shade and aesthetic appeal of our streets 

• Reduce amount and costs of underground piped infrastructure 

• Provide habitat for animals, especially birds 
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2.4.2 Utilities 

The Corridor has extensive utility facilities along it including overhead and underground.  

In order to create more usable space within the city right of way, considerations will be 

given to undergrounding overhead utility poles. 
 

 
 

 

2.5 Community and Stakeholder Outreach 

This section summarizes the various community and stakeholder outreach activities that 

can engage the community to support the study. Each jurisdiction has specific 

methodology in mind for how they would want to complete community and stakeholder 

outreach along the Corridor. Meetings may include a combination of an initial meeting 

to listen and provide a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats (SWOT) analysis, 

a second meeting to discuss proposed ideas and recommendations and to receive 

feedback, and a third meeting provided the capital project list. 
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Presentations to Committees and City Councils 

 

The Study included a series of independent meetings with each Jurisdiction as well as a 

series of meetings with the Atlantic Corridor Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and 

Policy Committee (PC). 

 

• A first meeting was held with the TAC (July 2020) to outline the scope of work and 

goals of the study and to provide them with schedule. 

• A series of initial independent meetings were conducted with each jurisdiction to 

listen and provide a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Constraints.  

• A second meeting with each City/Jurisdiction was held to discuss proposed ideas 

and recommendations and to receive feedback.  

• A third meeting with each City/Jurisdiction was held to confirm that the GCCOG 

Team had interpreted the recommendations, and were presenting them via a 

Focus Area correctly, and to receive feedback. 

• A second meeting with the TAC (November 2020) was held to present and provide 

the Conceptual Planning Exhibits for review and comment.  

• A third meeting will be held with the TAC (January 2021) to provide and share the 

updated focus area exhibits and the draft report.  The team will also provide next 

steps along with the schedule. 

• A final meeting with the joint TAC will be held in June 2021 to complete the overall 

effort and recommend approval to the Policy Committee (PC). 

• A final meeting with the PC will be completed in July 2021 to gain approval of the 

Study completed.  

 

Community Toolbox 

Based on meetings with local agencies and engagements with local stakeholders and 

the community, the following community toolbox was developed to provide various 

types of strategies to meet the objectives for complete street improvements. There are a 

variety of topic areas identified in the toolbox, such as different types of bikeways, 

pedestrian and transit infrastructure improvements, and water quality features.  These 

toolbox icons are included on the Focus Areas (FA’s) to present opportunities to 

incorporate the various complete street features. 
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TOOLBOX ICONS USED IN THE FA EXHIBITS 
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TOOLBOX ICONS USED IN THE FA EXHIBITS 
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3 ATLANTIC CORRIDOR BY JURISDICTION 

3.1 County of Los Angeles 

The Atlantic Corridor runs through two (2) different stretches of unincorporated Los 

Angeles County, at East Los Angeles and at East Rancho Dominguez. The following 

sections include the data collection and review of existing conditions, the meetings held 

with county staff, the concept focus areas that were developed for both the northern 

section in East Los Angeles as well as the more southern section in East Rancho 

Dominguez, and the high-level cost estimates for both locations. Through the efforts of 

this study, complete street elements such as improved bike routes, bus stop 

improvements, bioswales, street trees and drought tolerant landscape improvement 

opportunities are shown within the focus areas concept maps. 

 

3.1.1 Data Collection and Review of Existing Conditions 

As part of this project, extensive data was collected, within each segment of 

Unincorporated Los Angeles, including East Los Angeles and East Rancho Dominguez.  A 

detailed field review was completed along the Corridor, which included both driving and 

walking the entire project limits. The field reviews included a general inventory of the 

overhead utilities, landscaped medians, ADA access, the changes in land uses, transit 

facilities and drainage/ponding during rain events.  

 

The Existing Conditions Data Summary shown on the following pages includes all the 

roadway features along the Corridor, for each segment, within the County of Los 

Angeles, including lane widths, information on medians, sidewalks, approximately right of 

way widths and if there are bicycle lanes.  

 

In addition to the Corridor features detailed in the Existing Condition Data Summary table, 

additional information regarding overhead utilities, ADA access and transit facilities was 

also collected. This data helps access whether impacts and relocations would be 

needed as part of the master plan development along with another magnitude cost 

estimate that would be applied for potential improvements. Overhead utilities on poles 

exist for a significant length of the Corridor. These facilities include communication and 

transmission/distribution lines for electrical power. The Corridor generally has sufficient 

sidewalk widths and ADA ramps to street level, with a few exceptions. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS DATA SUMMARY 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS DATA SUMMARY 
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3.1.2 Project Meetings 

Individual jurisdictional meetings were held to better understand the existing conditions 

and to obtain perspective regarding the deficiencies, constraints and opportunities 

along the Corridor. The various existing transportation modes were discussed, and missing 

modes were identified and documented as part of the existing condition summaries.  

 

The following includes a summary of the meetings conducted with County of Los Angeles 

staff.  

 

Meeting #1 

 

On Tuesday, January 28, 2020, a meeting was held with the County of Los Angeles staff 

to discuss the constraints deficiencies and opportunities for the Atlantic Corridor through 

Unincorporated County of LA including East Los Angeles, at the northern end, and East 

Rancho Dominguez at the southern end. Those in attendance included: 
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Hank Hsing LA County DPW Civil Engineer hhsing@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Bill Johnson LA County DPW Civil Engineer wjohnson@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Mahdad Derakhshani LA County DPW Civil Engineer mderakas@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Bella Hernandez LA County DPW Sr. Civil Engineer bhernan@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

Vanessa Barrientos Southstar/GCCOG Outreach vanessab@southstareng.com 

 

East Los Angeles resides in Supervisorial District 1(SD1). The unincorporated County portion 

of LA at the southern end of the Corridor, or East Rancho Dominguez, is in Supervisorial 

District 2 (SD2). 

 

Significant investment including SB1funds are proposed in East Rancho Dominguez as 

part of the Compton Blvd. et al project. This includes the Atlantic Corridor in East Rancho 

Dominguez and portions of Compton. The Compton Boulevard Et. Al. Project includes 

pavement rehabilitation, underground storm water dry wells, enhanced crosswalks and 

other complete street and safety features. This portion of unincorporated County is 

surrounded by the city of Compton.  

 

For the East LA portion of the Corridor, the County has received a Metro $5 million grant 

for final design of a project along the Atlantic Corridor that has not been completely 

scoped as of January 2020. This study proposes a Focus Area that the County, can use 

for public outreach and/or to develop technical recommendations that could be 

incorporated into a project scoping document for final design. The County expressed a 

need to develop these recommendations by June 2020, which a concept was provided.  

 

It was noted that the East Los Angeles community is very sensitive to restricting parking 

along the Corridor any further than it is already constrained. Traffic flow including the 

number of lanes is also important to the community which limits the ability to consider 

bicycle lanes, owing there are some ADA needs as well.  
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Community features that could be well received include trees, public banners near park 

areas, stormwater improvements, Urban greening, additional upgraded or enhanced 

bus shelters and public art. 

 

Source information relative to the Corridor to review includes the NexGEN study, the vision 

zero study, as this Corridor is in the top 200 most deficient and the Atlantic/Whittier Station, 

which is being used as an example for the County’s Transit-Oriented Development Toolkit.  

 

The Atlantic Station is approximately 100 meters west of the intersection of Pomona 

Boulevard and Atlantic Boulevard in Unincorporated Los Angeles. The actual rail line, of 

the L Line (LA Metro Rail), terminus is just east of the station approximately 30 meters west 

of the Pomona Boulevard and Atlantic Boulevard intersection. 

 

 
The major intersections in SD 1 include: 

• Pomona Boulevard 

• Beverly Boulevard 

• Fourth Street 

• Eagle Street 

• Sixth Street 

• Hubbard Street 

• Olympic Boulevard 

• Whittier Blvd 
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In East Rancho Dominguez, the Atlantic Avenue roadway section south of Atlantic Drive 

is generally 2 lanes in each direction with no center median or turn lane with parking on 

both sides of the street. The posted speed limit is 35 MPH. North of Atlantic Drive, the 

roadway incorporates a painted (and sometimes raised) center median lane. 

 

The major intersections in East Rancho Dominguez include: 

• Rosecrans Avenue 

• East San Vicente Street 

• East Compton Boulevard 

• East Myrrh Street 

 

Meeting #2 
 

On Monday, May 18, 2020, a second meeting was held with the Los Angeles County staff 

to follow up on previous discussion, highlighting the focus areas outlined during the first 

meeting. Those in attendance included: 

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Hank Hsing LA County DPW Civil Engineer hhsing@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Bill Johnson LA County DPW Civil Engineer wjohnson@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Mahdad Derakhshani LA County DPW Civil Engineer mderakas@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Bella Hernandez LA County DPW Sr. Civil Engineer bhernan@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

Vanessa Barrientos Southstar/GCCOG Outreach vanessab@southstareng.com 

 

The meeting included a recap of the kick-off meeting noting the meeting minutes write 

up, including any corrections or edits needed, as well as the newly obtained existing 

condition data from the GCCOG Team field review, and the project location map for 

both the East Los Angeles and East Rancho Dominguez areas. 

As part of the existing conditions summary recap, it was noted that there were additional 

comments that needed to be incorporated by the GCCOG team, including clarification 

on the funding agreement for the $5 million projects which is funded from fiscal years 

2027 to 2031. It was also noted by both county staff that community outreach for East LA 

is a significant issue that the team needs proactively consider rather than presenting 

options to the community that they may not support. It was also noted that there is a 

Metro study going on for a possible relocation of or new station related to Metro Gold 

Line, renamed the L-Line, light rail system. Lastly, it was noted that corrections would be 

made to the East Rancho Dominguez data collection to update the bicycle lane 

information to include Class III sharrows. 

Additional input, information, and clarity was gained from the LA County team regarding 

the Study’s ability to enhance existing planned projects that may have an initial vision 

along the Corridor. In East Rancho Dominguez, a project is fully funded with a capital 

cost of approximately $14.4 million. This project was established through extensive 
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scoping and partnership with the City of Compton. The improvements identified in the 

Atlantic Corridor Study for East Rancho Dominguez would be considered for later efforts 

in East Rancho Dominguez.  

In the East LA portion, it was noted that the Atlantic Boulevard/Whittier Boulevard 

intersection area is fully funded for improvements including possible lane reconfigurations 

and enhanced signal systems for pedestrian enhancement and safety. Community 

participation would be needed for this outreach.  

It was noted that the County had minimum standards, including 11-foot lanes, 12-foot 

shoulders, and 10-foot left-turn lanes. 

 

Corridor wide considerations regarding continuity along the 20 mile stretch of Atlantic 

Corridor was discussed. This included consideration of both the physical and aesthetic 

types of features including bike facility continuity, acknowledging the changes in speed 

limits, various types of parking restrictions, and/or future consideration of corridor 

aesthetics including a themed landscaped pallet and/or wayfinding. It was noted that 

all jurisdictions can implement features consistent with their preferences as the Study can 

only make recommendations rather than any ability to mandate changes. 

The action items included the County providing any preliminary CAD or linework 

prepared for both East Rancho Dominguez stretch of the Atlantic Corridor and/or CAD 

work completed within the East LA stretch of the Corridor, which the GCCOG team 

reviewed and incorporated into the FA’s. 

Meeting #3 

On Wednesday, September 16, 2020, at 9:00 AM, a third meeting was held with County 

of Los Angeles. Those in attendance included: 
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Hank Hsing LA County DPW Civil Engineer hhsing@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Bill Johnson LA County DPW Civil Engineer wjohnson@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Mahdad Derakhshani LA County DPW Civil Engineer mderakas@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Bella Hernandez LA County DPW Sr. Civil Engineer bhernan@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

Vanessa Barrientos Southstar/GCCOG Outreach vanessab@southstareng.com 

 

The Atlantic Corridor Complete Street status was discussed including the incorporation of 

the County’s comments based on the July 2020 Corridor TAC meeting.  Clarification was 

obtained regarding outstanding line work/CAD files that the GCCOG team thought we 

would be receiving a long Atlantic near Whittier Boulevard, which was a 

misunderstanding and that the line work was for the East Rancho Dominguez area. It was 

noted that the line work for that section was provided on June 2, 2020. The team 

reviewed the Google Earth image together at Atlantic and Whittier Boulevard to confirm 

the goal of the focus area. The primary goal is to add active transportation components 

in an area that has right of way and parking challenges as well as significant congestion. 

In this area, it is likely that a scaled-back version of a complete street can be 
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implemented. It should be noted that a light rail station is proposed at the 

Atlantic/Whittier intersection and that there is transit oriented development (TOD) 

proposed and under development. 

 

GCCOG staff noted that they are with continuity along the Corridor and that our team 

proposes various ideas such as bulb outs, pedestrian crossings and possible median 

modifications or limitations on right in and right out turn movements. These types of 

proposals must be reviewed by each agency internally and then could be taken to the 

public for input.  

 

The County noted that the TOD toolkit is in draft form. It was also noted that the 710 

Livability Study (which an excerpt is shown on the following page) is a resource 

document and has a similar theme along Whittier Boulevard that extends from the I-710 

that will have continuity with the Atlantic Corridor. The figure below outlines the concept 

created for Whittier Boulevard as part of the I-710 Livability Plan.  
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EXCERPTS FROM THE LIVABILITY PLAN 
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3.1.3 Concept Area Focus Development 

This section evaluates the existing conditions and findings that develops a variety of 

multimodal Corridor improvements bundled into four proposed Street Designations, 

which are then used to develop the Concept Focus Areas (FA’s), as part of the overall 

creation of the Atlantic Corridor Complete Streets Corridor Study. The various possible 

street designations were shown during original scoping of the project, and further discuss 

during the jurisdictional meetings. The FA’s are specific locations, or nodes, that are 

modified and developed for each jurisdiction to provide a concept plan illustrating a 

multimodal Complete Street concept. The “toolkit” of Street Designations, shown back in 

Section 2, are applied along the Corridor as appropriate and agreed to with the 

jurisdiction, and are primarily used as a baseline to help develop and quantify the high-

level future Corridor concept along with cost estimates.  

 

The following pages include the Concept Focus Areas for the County of LA in both East 

Los Angeles and East Rancho Dominguez.  
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3.1.4 Order of Magnitude Cost Estimates 

The cost estimate for both segments, including East Los Angeles and East Rancho 

Dominguez, in the County of Los Angeles were each developed independently for the 

study. Each segment includes the type of features, or general typical section, which 

should be considered as part of the Master Plan.  This also includes any special features 

that might be unique to the County, based on the focus areas developed applied to the 

entire length of the County’s segment(s) within the Corridor. 

 

East Los Angeles Cost Estimate 
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East Rancho Dominguez Cost Estimate 
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3.2 City of Commerce 

The City of Commerce is located between East Los Angeles and Vernon. The following 

section includes the data collection and review of existing conditions, the meetings held 

with City staff, the concept focus areas that were developed, and the high-level cost 

estimate. There was limited opportunity for bicycle continuity along the Corridor within 

this section due to the heavy traffic and safety concerns expressed by the city. The City’s 

bicycle master plan provides considerations for the north/south bicycle movements and 

continuity through the City. The northern section of the Corridor at the 

Atlantic/Telegraph/Eastern “mix master” intersection is not feasible candidate for focus 

via this high-level complete street study. The effort focused at the southern end of the 

City that ties into Vernon. Complete street elements such as channelized median 

improvements, with drought tolerant landscape opportunities, bioswales, and street trees 

are shown within the focus area concept maps.  

 

3.2.1 Data Collection and Review of Existing conditions 

As part of this project, extensive data was collected along the Corridor. A detailed field 

review was completed in the City of Commerce, which included both driving and 

walking the entire project limits. The field reviews included a general inventory of the 

overhead utilities, landscaped medians, ADA access, the changes in land uses, transit 

facilities and drainage/ponding during the few rain events.  

 

The Existing Conditions Data Summary table on the following page, includes all the 

roadway features along the Corridor within the City, including lane widths, information 

on medians, sidewalks, approximately right of way widths and if there are bicycle lanes, 

were inventoried. In addition to the Corridor features detailed in the Existing Condition 

Data Summary table, additional information regarding overhead utilities, ADA access 

and transit facilities was also collected. Overhead utilities on poles exist for a significant 

length of the Corridor. These facilities include communication and 

transmission/distribution lines for electrical power.  

 
This data helps access whether impacts and relocations should be considered as part of 

the master plan implementation along with another magnitude cost estimate that would 

be applied for potential improvements. The Corridor generally has sufficient sidewalk 

widths and ADA ramps to street level, with a few exceptions. 
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3.2.2 Project Meetings 

Meeting #1 

 

On Tuesday, January 14, 2020, a meeting was held with the City of Commerce staff to 

discuss the constraints deficiencies and opportunities for the Atlantic Corridor through the 

City of Commerce: 
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Daniel Hernandez City of Commerce Director of 

Public Works 

dhernandez@ci.commerce.ca.us 

Ali Cayir Commerce/ 

Transtech 

Engineering 

Consultant 

ali.cayir@transtech.org 

Mohammad 

Mostahkami 

Transtech Engineering 

Consultant 

Mohammad.Mostahkami@transtech.org 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project 

Manager 

yvette@kes-inc.com 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff 

Engineer 

kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

 

Within the Corridor, three segment areas were discussed including the segment between 

Washington Boulevard and just south of Eastern Avenue, which has a funded City project 

ongoing and anticipated to be complete within the next three months, the next segment 

south of Washington Boulevard to the city of Vernon boundary and third the section north 

of Eastern Avenue into the “mixmaster” and tying into unincorporated Los Angeles or East 

LA.  

 

Along Atlantic Boulevard from Washington Boulevard north to Eastern Avenue, the 

Corridor is generally two lanes in each direction with a divided in landscape center 

median recently completed utilizing I-710 Early Action Project Measure R funds. 

Opportunities to consider within this segment that were not funded by the existing project 

include sidewalk improvements, bulb-outs to protect parking and to reduce crosswalk 

distances across the intersections along with an addition of a bike lane.  

 

The City was most interested in having the team prepare possible concepts related to 

the Atlantic/Eastern/Telegraph/Triggs, or “mixmaster” intersection. This focus area was 

also discussed as a nexus opportunity to the upcoming I-5 Corridor improvements fully 

funded by Measure M in 2036 for $1 billion. Improving operations and safety at the 

“mixmaster” is a high priority of the City.  

 

Other discussion items included preparing the inventories regarding ADA deficiencies, 

possible gaps in transit service as well as opportunities for stormwater improvements and 

urban greening. 

 

Beginning from the south, at the City of Vernon/Commerce border North to Washington 

Blvd., the Atlantic Corridor is a relatively unimproved section with two lanes in each 

direction and a center dual left turn lane. There are significant opportunities for 

improvement.  
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A field review was conducted prior to the meeting to reaffirm various features and 

intersections to be discussed. The following intersections and observations were 

documented. 

• Union Pacific Avenue  

• (East LA) – mixmaster (/Telegraph Road/Triggs/ Goodrich) 

 

The Atlantic Corridor drops under UP railroad bridge. I-5 freeway extends under Atlantic 

Boulevard with ramps on adjacent roadways to/from the freeway. In the southbound 

direction on Atlantic Blvd, the driver must stay to the right to traverse the “mixmaster” and 

stay on Atlantic Boulevard. 

 

New construction including two lanes in each direction with raised landscaped median 

• Harbor Street 

• Jardine Street 

• Jillson Street - new signalized intersection that is not operational, marks the end of 

the new roadway construction project 

• Washington Boulevard 

 

Meeting #2 

 

On Tuesday, May 19, 2020, a second meeting was held with the City of Commerce staff 

to follow up on previous discussion, highlighting the focus areas outlined during 

meeting 1.  
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Daniel Hernandez City of Commerce Director of 

Public Works 

dhernandez@ci.commerce.ca.us 

Ali Cayir Commerce/ 

Transtech 

Engineering 

Consultant 

ali.cayir@ 

transtech.org 

Mohammad 

Mostahkami 

Transtech Engineering 

Consultant 

Mohammad.Mostahkami@transtech.org 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project 

Manager 

yvette@kes-inc.com 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff 

Engineer 

kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

 

The meeting included a recap of the kick-off meeting noting the meeting minutes write 

up, including any corrections or edits needed, as well as the obtained existing condition 

data from the GCCOG Team field review, and the project location map along the 

Corridor. 

As part of the existing conditions summary recap, there were a few data corrections 

noted, including recent improvements that constricted raised medians and added signal 

at Jardine and a removed signal. Incorporating ADA compliant sidewalks along this 

stretch of Corridor between Washington Boulevard and Stevens Place was the only 

deficiency remaining and could improve if funds were available. 

It was also noted that the characteristics of the Atlantic Corridor south of Washington 

Boulevard are very industrial and unimproved to Vernon. The stretch north of Washington 
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Blvd includes residential cross streets as well as schools. A major issue as Atlantic goes 

under the railroad near a Pennington is a drainage deficiency due to the grade change. 

The study will look at a concept that improves the physical, technical, and aesthetic 

features of this area. 

North of Stevens Place, the team should assume that the I-5 bridge along Atlantic Blvd. 

will be replaced as part of the freeway widening project. Therefore, a more 

comprehensive interchange improvement at the Atlantic/Eastern/Telegraph 

“mixmaster” should be considered as part of a larger more comprehensive project 

(outside of this planning study). To date, limited concepts at the “mixmaster” have been 

developed and include a northbound to eastbound exclusive right turn lane. Currently, 

there isn’t room for bike lanes, but continuity will still be considered via the City’s Bicycle 

and Pedestrian Plan. The City will provide the CAD drawings for the team. 

Considerations for not only capital costs of constructing improvements but also 

maintenance costs will be documented as part of the study. 

Corridor wide considerations regarding continuity along the 20 mile stretch of Atlantic 

Corridor was discussed. This includes consideration of both the physical and aesthetic 

types of features including bike facility continuity, acknowledging the changes in speed 

limits, various types of parking restrictions, and/or future consideration of corridor 

aesthetics including a themed landscaped pallet and/or wayfinding. It was noted that 

all jurisdictions can implement features consistent with their preferences as the Study can 

only make recommendations that could not be mandated. 
 

Meeting #3 

 

On Monday, September 14, 2020, a third meeting was held with the City of Commerce. 

It was noted that this meeting is an informal check-in and not an officially scheduled 

meeting within our overall schedule. 

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Daniel Hernandez City of Commerce Director of 

Public Works 

dhernandez@ci.commerce.ca.us 

Ali Cayir Commerce/ 

Transtech 

Engineering 

Consultant 

ali.cayir@ 

transtech.org 

Mohammad 

Mostahkami 

Transtech Engineering 

Consultant 

Mohammad.Mostahkami@transtech.org 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project 

Manager 

yvette@kes-inc.com 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff 

Engineer 

kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to go over progress on the City’s focus area along the 

Corridor. Additionally, to provide updates to how the City’s focus area fits in with the 

overall Corridor connectivity. 

 

Corridor wide considerations including the BRT was discussed as ongoing coordination 

will continue regarding each if agencies enthusiasm and/or input regarding feasibility to 
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develop and implement a fully dedicated or partial/hybrid BRT system along the Atlantic 

Corridor, to incorporate into the report as well as to provide back to Metro.  

 

Lastly, the meeting was to confirm that all comments had been incorporated into the 

various documents based on the July 2020 TAC meeting for the Corridor. GCCOG staff 

shared the updated Focus Area exhibit along the Atlantic Corridor under Pennington 

Way.. 

 

GCCOG staff also shared the 710 EIR plan that includes blue shading to show the EIR 

footprint. Discussion yielded that the team could look at potential features, and shade 

them in pink, that are in the nexus to the I-710 which would expand the focus area and 

include the City of Vernon. It was noted that the team would update the exhibit that 

connects to Vernon. Exhibits were shared to show how the focus areas could merge for 

a larger, multi-jurisdictional project funding request surrounding the 710 area.  

 

City staff noted that there are two flooding issues including this specific area as well as 

by 26th Street. It was also noted that there is a raised median from Washington to Stevens 

Place as well as the new signal at Jillison Avenue which is now operational.  

 

The City also noted they wish to drop the bicycle lanes north of Washington Boulevard 

due to safety concerns and to divert traffic over to Wilma and Kellen within the City 

boundary. 

 

It was noted that no drawings for the “mixmaster” would be prepared as the city is only 

looking at lien adjustments at this time. They are hopeful that part of the $3.5 million in 

exchanged federal funds from the I-5 JPA might be able to also include the “mixmaster” 

in addition to Slauson Ave./Telegraph Road and the right turn onto Washington Blvd. from 

southbound Telegraph Road. 

 

The GCCOG staff recommended that joint meetings between Commerce and Vernon 

take place to discuss and show the comprehensive merged focus area and the nexus to 

the 710, which will be developed as a Concept Focus Area. 
 

3.2.3 Concept Area Focus Development 

This section evaluates the existing conditions and findings that develops a variety of 

multimodal Corridor improvements bundled into four proposed Street Designations, 

which are then used to develop the Concept Focus Areas (FA’s), as part of the overall 

creation of the Atlantic Corridor Complete Streets Corridor Study. The various possible 

street designations were shown during original scoping of the project, and further discuss 

during the jurisdictional meetings. The FA’s are specific locations, or nodes, that are 

modified and developed for each jurisdiction to provide a concept plan illustrating a 

multimodal Complete Street concept. The “toolkit” of Street Designations, shown back in 

Section 2, are applied along the Corridor as appropriate and agreed to with the 

jurisdiction, and are primarily used as a baseline to help develop and quantify the high-

level future Corridor concept along with cost estimates.  

 

The following includes the Concept Focus Areas for the City of Commerce. 



 

The Atlantic Corridor Complete Street Evalutation & Master Plan Study  57 

 

 



 

The Atlantic Corridor Complete Street Evalutation & Master Plan Study  58 
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3.2.4 Order of Magnitude Cost Estimates 

The cost estimate for the City of Commerce was developed as part of the study. The cost 

estimate includes the type of features, or general typical section, which should be 

considered as part of the Master Plan.  This also includes any special features that might 

be unique to the City, based on the focus areas developed applied to the entire length 

of the City’s segment within the Corridor. 
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3.3 City of Vernon 

The City of Vernon is located between Commerce and Maywood. The following section 

includes the data collection and review of existing conditions, the meetings held with 

City staff, the concept focus areas that were developed as well as the high-level cost 

estimate. Through the effort of this study, complete street elements such as bus stop 

improvements, bioswales, street trees, landscaped medians and drought tolerant 

landscape opportunities, as well the widening of the bridge over the LA River, are shown 

within the focus area concept maps. The Atlantic Corridor traverse is the 710 interchange 

as well as the Los Angeles River within the city. The City was interested in a special focus 

on complete street features that could be implemented within this area.  

 

3.3.1 Data Collection and Review of Existing Conditions 

As part of this project, extensive data was collected, along the Corridor. A detailed field 

review was completed in the City of Vernon, which included both driving and walking 

the entire project limits. The field reviews included a general inventory of the overhead 

utilities, landscaped medians, ADA access, the changes in land uses, transit facilities and 

drainage/ponding during the few rain events.  

 

The Existing Conditions Data Summary table including all the roadway features along the 

Corridor within the City, including lane widths, information on medians, sidewalks, 

approximately right of way widths and if there are bicycle lanes, were inventoried. In 

addition to the Corridor features detailed in the Existing Condition Data Summary table, 

additional information regarding overhead utilities, ADA access and transit facilities was 

also collected. Overhead utilities on poles exist for a significant length of the Corridor. 

These facilities include communication and transmission/distribution lines for electrical 

power.  

 
This data helps access whether impacts and relocations should be considered as part of 

the master plan implementation along with another magnitude cost estimate that would 

be applied for potential improvements. The Corridor generally has sufficient sidewalk 

widths and ADA ramps to street level, with a few exceptions. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS DATA SUMMARY 
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3.3.2 Project Meetings 

Meeting #1 

 

On Tuesday, January 14, 2020, a meeting was held with the City of Vernon staff to discuss 

the constraints deficiencies and opportunities for the Atlantic Corridor through the City 

of Vernon.  

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Daniel Wall City of Vernon Director of Public Works dwall@ci.vernon.ca.us 

Troy Schmidt Southstar/GCCOG Project Admin troys@southstareng.com 

Vanessa Barrientos Southstar/GCCOG Outreach vanessab@southstareng.com 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

 
It was noted that the City of Vernon reach recently received “tree city “status and was 

actively working to decrease their carbon footprint within the City. 

 

Throughout the section, several opportunities presented themselves including the need 

for conductivity regarding bike lanes and urban greening, both to help with the City’s 

evolving vision. 

 

The Atlantic Corridor is a relatively short segment and extends from just south of the 

railroad bridge under crossing and 36th street under-crossing to just south of District 

Avenue. 

 

Additionally, there are opportunities to improve access to both sides of the LA River. The 

team will utilize the City’s LA River access plan as well as other nexus projects such as the 

8-mile gap closure from the City of LA within our focus area. Additionally, a class 1 bike 

path adjacent to, but not along the Atlantic Corridor, will be considered as there are 

significant traffic and truck conflicts getting from the LA River through the I-710 and 

Bandini interchange. 

 

Gateway City staff committed to providing a flyby model illustrating the incorporation of 

bike lanes into the study. The City of Vernon committed to providing current City bike 

studies and other planning documents. 

 

A field review was performed from traveling southbound, within the City limits beginning 

near the two (2) underpasses north of Bandini Boulevard. In this section, the Atlantic 

Corridor has a raised center median with bridge columns in the center. The Corridor gets 

confusing near the overpass ramps onto I-710 at the Bandini Boulevard signalized 

intersection. The I-710 area is currently experiencing construction activity related to a 

maintenance project. The Atlantic Corridor is temporarily split for the I-710 ramp take off 

point in between. The Atlantic Corridor goes under the I-710 freeway, where the median 

narrows significantly and becomes raised. The posted Speed limit is 35 MPH. 
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A Railway crossing is located just east of the LA River running north-south just east of the 

LA River bridge crossing. There is also a signalized Bicycle route along LA River on western 

side. The City limit is at the District Avenue signalized intersection. 

 
Meeting #2 

 

On June 1, 2020, a second meeting with the City of Vernon was held to follow up on 

previous discussion, highlighting the focus areas outlined during meeting 1.  
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Daniel Wall City of Vernon Director of Public Works dwall@ci.vernon.ca.us 

Vanessa Barrientos Southstar/GCCOG Outreach vanessab@southstareng.com 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

 

The meeting included a recap of the kick-off meeting noting the meeting minutes write 

up, including any corrections or edits needed, as well as recently obtained existing 

condition data from the GCCOG Team field review, and the project location map along 

the Corridor.  

 

The toolbox of typical sections to be used along the Corridor were shared, as well as 

exhibits for the I-710 interface and elements from the Livability Study area.  These exhibits 

detailed elements including not only complete streets but also opportunities related to 

public art, public health, connectivity including the LA River and open space 

opportunities. The goal is to blend the funding to maximize opportunities.   

  

It was noted that the Team is also identifying water resource opportunities to look for 

additional funding.  Funding opportunities could include Measure R for the 710 area, 

Measure W, and/or Proposition 1 and 68 funds via the RMC.  An exhibit shown on the 

following page, illustrates the tributary area to the LA River, potential urban greening 

including connectivity integration planning.  It was made clear that that the 

transportation footprint of the watershed is about 40%, but in Vernon’s case, it’s likely 

higher due to not having a residential area.  Thus, this reach might have significant 

watershed opportunities which can enhance the aesthetics.   

  

An example was shown for the Atlantic Corridor that identified water resources along it, 

and for Vernon, the project focus area includes the entire stretch through the City, where 

significant opportunity exists within possible remnant and open spaces. The exhibit 

developed includes a Class 1 facility showing the connectivity across the LA River, 

including a widening of the existing structure to incorporate a 12’ bike lane (which could 

be reduced), but was developed for planning purposes. The pinch point at the rail 

crossing was shown that extended into Commerce.  For Maywood to the south, Class 2 

bike lanes are shown, which shows full connectivity from both the north and south of the 

City limits.  The goal is to also provide water quality features, parklets, trees, etc. to dress 

up the Corridor in the remnant areas. And the areas within the Edison Corridor, trees and 

water quality features could also be incorporated.  

  



 

The Atlantic Corridor Complete Street Evalutation & Master Plan Study  65 

 

The CAD file includes various renderings that includes a 3D model to show to the public 

and/or Council to show what’s being proposed.  Additional beautification elements will 

be overlaid to the draft drawings.  

 

At this point, the goal is to be sure that the concept is acceptable at matching the City’s 

expectations.  The City liked the concept and was comfortable with the progress.  The 

schedule was reviewed including the next steps. 

 

Meeting #3 

 

On Monday, September 21, 2020, a third meeting was held with the City of Vernon.  
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Daniel Wall City of Vernon Director of Public Works dwall@ci.vernon.ca.us 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

Traci Gleason Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer traci@koaconsulting.net 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to go over progress on the City’s focus area along the 

Corridor. Additionally, to provide updates to how the City’s focus area fits in with the 

overall Corridor connectivity. Corridor-Wide considerations including the BRT was 

discussed as ongoing coordination will continue regarding each agency’s enthusiasm 

and/or input regarding feasibility to develop and implement a fully dedicated or 

partial/hybrid BRT system along the Atlantic Corridor, to incorporate into the report as 

well as to provide back to Metro.   

 

The exhibits within Commerce that connect to Vernon were shared to show how the 

focus areas could merge for a larger, multi-jurisdictional project funding request 

surrounding the 710 area. 

 

Lastly, it was recommended that our next agency meeting could be a joint meeting 

between Commerce and Vernon to be able to show the comprehensive merged focus 

area and the nexus to the 710. 

 

3.3.3 Concept Area Focus Development 

This section evaluates the existing conditions and findings that develops a variety of 

multimodal Corridor improvements bundled into four proposed Street Designations, 

which are then used to develop the Concept Focus Areas (FA’s), as part of the overall 

creation of the Atlantic Corridor Complete Streets Corridor Study. The various possible 

street designations were shown during original scoping of the project, and further discuss 

during the jurisdictional meetings. The FA’s are specific locations, or nodes, that are 

modified and developed for each jurisdiction to provide a concept plan illustrating a 

multimodal Complete Street concept. The “toolkit” of Street Designations, shown back in 

Section 2, are applied along the Corridor as appropriate and agreed to with the 

jurisdiction, and are primarily used as a baseline to help develop and quantify the high-

level future Corridor concept along with cost estimates.  
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3.3.4 Order of Magnitude Cost Estimate 

The cost estimate for the City of Vernon was developed as part of the study. The cost 

estimate includes the type of features, or general typical section, which should be 

considered as part of the Master Plan.  This also includes any special features that might 

be unique to the City, based on the focus areas developed applied to the entire length 

of the City’s segment within the Corridor. 

  

The following is a summary of the order of magnitude cost estimate:  
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3.4 City of Maywood 

The City of Maywood is located between Vernon and Bell. The following section includes 

the data collection and review of existing conditions, the meetings held with City staff, 

the concept focus areas that were developed as well as the high-level cost estimate. 

Through the effort of this study, complete street elements such as bus stop improvements, 

bio swells, street trees, landscaped medians and drought tolerant landscape 

opportunities are shown within the focus area concept maps. The city of Maywood 

focused on pedestrian and safety enhancements along Atlantic Avenue including a 

roundabout on the west side of 53rd Street. Enhanced crosswalk improvements were also 

proposed at 58th, 57th, 56th and 55th Streets. A bicycle lane is also proposed on both 

sides of the Corridor throughout the City.  

 

3.4.1 Data Collection and Review of Existing Conditions 

As part of this project, extensive data was collected, along the Corridor. A detailed field 

review was completed in the City of Maywood, which included both driving and walking 

the entire project limits. The field reviews included a general inventory of the overhead 

utilities, landscaped medians, ADA access, the changes in land uses, transit facilities and 

drainage/ponding during the few rain events.  

 

The Existing Conditions Data Summary table including all the roadway features along the 

Corridor within the City, including lane widths, information on medians, sidewalks, 

approximately right of way widths and if there are bicycle lanes, were inventoried. In 

addition to the roadway/Corridor features detailed in the Existing Condition Data 

Summary table, additional information regarding overhead utilities, ADA access and 

transit facilities was also collected. Overhead utilities on poles exist for a significant length 

of the Corridor. These facilities include communication and transmission/distribution lines 

for electrical power.  

 
This data helps access whether impacts and relocations should be considered as part of 

the master plan implementation along with another magnitude cost estimate that would 

be applied for potential improvements. The Corridor generally has sufficient sidewalk 

widths and ADA ramps to street level, with a few exceptions. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS DATA SUMMARY 
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3.4.2 Project Meetings 

Meeting #1 

 

On Thursday, February 20, 2020, a meeting was held with the City of Maywood staff to 

discuss the constraints deficiencies and opportunities for the Atlantic Corridor through the 

City of Maywood. A follow up meeting was held on April 23rd over Zoom to continue the 

discussion cut short due to pandemic constraints: 
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

David 

Mango 

City of Maywood Building & Planning 

Director 

david.mango@cityofmaywood.org 

Abel 

Hernandez 

City of Maywood Public Works 

Coordinator 

abel.hernandez@cityofmaywood.org 

Kevin Ko Interwest Group Municipal Services kko@interwestgrp.com 

Nicole Jules Interwest Group City Traffic Engineer njules@interwestgrp.com 

Kekoa 

Anderson 

Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

 

Several years ago, the City of Maywood looked into multimodal improvements along 

Slauson Avenue and applied for a Caltrans ATP grant. Caltrans denied the application 

request because they felt that the vehicular volumes were too high along the Corridor 

and they didn’t think adding a bicycle facility was workable. The City was willing to 

reduce the median width as part of the ATP application. Yet, Caltrans did not want a 

reduction of lanes. It was also noted that the Slauson Avenue Bikeway is included in the 

GCCOG Strategic Transportation Plan (STP). 

  

Along the Atlantic Corridor, the City noted that if a bicycle lane is to be implemented, 

that the Corridor would need to maintain 2 lanes in each direction, along with the parking 

on both sides of the street. Parking is a premium (on-street) along the entire Corridor. The 

Atlantic Corridor/ Slauson Avenue intersection has many uses (businesses), and there is 

minimal available right of way. Any improvements could require working with property 

owners and property acquisition. From a political standpoint, the Council has remained 

supportive as leadership changes, and still believes it is a high priority to implement 

complete streets and transform Maywood into a more livable City. Additionally, traveling 

northbound along the Atlantic Corridor approaching Slauson Avenue, the NB to WB 

demand is very heavy and the length of the left turn bays is insufficient, resulting in spill 

over and traffic backing up in the northbound direction. East 59th Place also has unusual 

turn movements.  

  

From the broader Corridor standpoint and starting at the north end of the Atlantic 

Corridor, there’s industrial uses from E 56th Street to the Southern City limits, and right of 

way is limited. Along the Atlantic Corridor there’s significant pedestrian activity with the 

primary movement being east to west, as there are many activity generators on the west 

side, including Maywood Center for Enriched Studies and the Starbucks at 58th Street. 

The City is investigating one-way couplets between 58th and 57th, with this potential 

concept progressing further for City Council consideration once Covid-19 restrictions lift. 

mailto:yvette@kes-inc.com
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It was also noted that the Corridor has significant transit users. Additionally, east 56th and 

58th street signalized intersections could benefit from complete street elements to get 

folks from the east to the west. The Corridor extends down to the intersection at Randolph 

Street. The City of Maywood owns and maintain the north side (while the City of Bell 

maintains the south side). The signal is maintained by the City of Bell. 

 

It is noted that the GCCOG Study will address the transition from the City of Vernon into 

the City of Maywood, via an exhibit as part of our coordination with the City of Vernon. 

 

Subsequent to the completed ATP application for the Slauson Avenue Bicycle Plan, the 

City initiated the Slauson Avenue Corridor Improvements Project which will enhance 

intersection operations by implementing left-turn phasing at signalized intersections. This 

project was approved by the 710 TAC, and Metro executed a funding agreement. The 

agreement included several intersections identified by the I-710 EIR as deficient. The 

Slauson Avenue Corridor Improvements Project includes the intersection of Atlantic Blvd 

and extends westerly to the City’s western City limits near Maywood Avenue. The City 

was aware that the GCCOG Study may be able to help facilitate complete street 

concept(s) along the Atlantic Blvd. Corridor and specific to this intersection, which would 

provide value to the City. Based on the discussions with the City of Maywood, the Atlantic 

Blvd./ Slauson Avenue Intersection itself appears to be the best choice for a “Focus 

Area.”  Cyclists traveling on the Atlantic Corridor will go east along Slauson Avenue 

toward to LA River, to reach the larger bicycle facility, so this connection is important. 

 

The City of Maywood has the following signalized intersections along Atlantic Blvd: 

• 61st Street 

• 60th Street 

• Slauson Avenue 

• 58th Street 

• 57th Street 

• 55th Street 

 

Pedestrian use of sidewalks and crosswalks is light around the signalized intersections, 

however, heavier near the commercial district at Slauson Avenue and more prevalent 

on the weekends. Additionally, there were also pedestrians observed utilizing the bus 

shelters at the various stops. Some homeless were observed. Transit services included 

Metro Bus rapid transit and Metro Lines 260, 611 and 762. Generally, there were two lanes 

in each direction along the Atlantic Corridor with a center divided landscaped median 

with left turn pockets. 

 

Both sides of the road have street lighting. Maywood Elementary school is located on the 

west side of the Corridor between E. 52nd and E. 53rd streets, linking both sides of the 

Atlantic Corridor with a pedestrian overcrossing. Both jurisdictional boundaries have a 

city of Maywood Public Art entryway. The posted speed was 35 mph. Additionally, there 

were some parking restrictions on both sides of the roadway, including No parking 2 AM 

to 6 AM and two-hour parking 7 PM to 6 pm (except Sundays). 
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Meeting #2  

 

On Thursday, May 28, 2020 a second meeting was held with the City of Maywood staff 

to follow up on previous discussion, highlighting the focus areas outlined during 

meeting 1. 

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

David 

Mango 

City of Maywood Building & Planning 

Director 

david.mango@cityofmaywood.org 

Abel 

Hernandez 

City of Maywood Public Works 

Coordinator 

abel.hernandez@cityofmaywood.org 

Kevin Ko Interwest Group Municipal Services kko@interwestgrp.com 

Nicole Jules Interwest Group City Traffic Engineer njules@interwestgrp.com 

Kekoa 

Anderson 

Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

 

The introduction included a recap of the kickoff meeting, as well as a presentation of the 

agenda which included the newly obtained existing condition data from the GCCOG 

Team field review, and the project location map along the Corridor. 

 

Several concepts were shared including the roundabout at 53rd including right-in and 

right-out features near the school. The team was still working on an exhibit to show a series 

of one-way streets discussed at the initial meeting including the opportunities for 

roundabouts and class II bike lanes. 

 

Another general exhibit included the livability footprint area that ties into the LA River, as 

well as a concept to continue north on the Corridor, into the City of Vernon, incorporating 

a class I bicycle lane, and extending it into the City of Commerce. 

 

It was noted that watershed opportunities for water quality features and characteristics 

would be identified along the Atlantic Corridor. It was noted that these water resource 

elements are tied to funding opportunities. 

 

A discussion regarding various funding opportunities took place specifically with regard 

to how the City might need to assist or participate in requesting grant funds to implement 

the concept. It was noted that Metro Measure R funding would likely fund the I-710 

interchange to Alondra Blvd. Additionally, ATP funds could be sought for the Class 1 bike 

lanes as well as RMC funds including proposition 1 and 68 could be sought for storm water 

features. Urban greening elements could also be funded through grant opportunities. 

 

Corridor wide considerations regarding connectivity and continuity along the 20 mile 

stretch of Atlantic Corridor was an important goal to the City. This includes consideration 

of both the physical and aesthetic types of features including bike facility continuity, 

acknowledging the changes in speed limits, various types of parking restrictions and/or a 

future consideration of corridor aesthetics including a themed landscaped pallet and/or 

mailto:yvette@kes-inc.com
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wayfinding. It was noted that all jurisdictions are able to implement features consistent 

with their own preferences as the Study can only make recommendations could not be 

mandated. 

 

Meeting #3  

 

On Wednesday, September 23, 2020, meeting #3 was held with the City of Maywood. It 

was noted that this meeting is an informal check-in and not an officially scheduled 

meeting within our overall schedule. 
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Abel Hernandez City of 

Maywood 

Public Works 

Coordinator 

abel.hernandez@cityofmaywood.org 

Kevin Ko Interwest 

Group 

Municipal 

Services 

kko@interwestgrp.com 

Jennifer Vazquez City of 

Maywood 

City Manager Jennifer.Vasquez@cityofmaywood.org 

Mohammad 

Mostahkami 

Transtech Engineering 

Consultant 

Mohammad.mostahkami@transtech.

org 

Okan Demirci Transtech Engineering 

Consultant 

okan.demirci@transtech.org 

Traci Gleason Koa/GCCOG COG Staff 

Engineer 

traci@koaconsulting.net 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff 

Engineer 

kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/ 

GCCOG 

Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to go over progress on the City’s focus area along the 

Corridor. Additionally, to provide updates to how the City’s focus area fits in with the 

overall Corridor connectivity. 

 

Corridor wide considerations including the BRT was discussed as ongoing coordination 

will continue regarding each agency’s enthusiasm and/or input regarding feasibility to 

develop and implement a fully dedicated or partial/hybrid BRT system along the Atlantic 

Corridor, to incorporate into the report as well as to provide back to Metro.  

 

Another Corridor wide consideration that was discussed was the need for a bicycle 

connectivity table, within the report that includes the proposed bike facilities, by agency, 

and by class type along the Corridor, including the gaps (if any) and the 

recommendation for rider continuity. 

 

Lastly, it was noted that a complete street is also a Green Street. Opportunities for tree 

gutters, bioswales and water quality systems, are all part of the treatment train, and 

should be considered as part of this project. 

 

The first exhibit reviewed was the Atlantic Corridor section between 58th to 53rd streets 

including the active transportation component. This section included 10-foot travel lanes, 

a 7-foot bicycle lane and a variable 3 to 10-foot landscape median. It was noted that 

maintaining parking was very important and that room for class II bike lane and bus 

mailto:abel.hernandez@cityofmaywood.org
mailto:kko@interwestgrp.com
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turnouts would be preferred if possible. There’s a concern of high volumes of vehicles and 

pedestrians within this specific section. Conceptually, Jennifer Vasquez felt the concept 

was good.  Direction was provided to add a crosswalk at 53rd Street, on the Focus Area 

concept sheet. It was also noted that for all proposed bus turnouts, that concrete pads 

would be used in the overall project cost estimate. Further discussion included the 

possibility of putting the bikes behind the parking on a curb/protected area as a Class 1 

or 4 (cycle track with verticals separation) bicycle facility. Concern regarding Atlantic 

Corridor being an official truck route was also brought up, noting that if it is, 10-foot travel 

lanes may be inadequate. The research would be done to confirm if the Corridor is an 

officially designated truck route. 
 

3.4.3 Concept Area Focus Area Development 

This section evaluates the existing conditions and findings that develops a variety of 

multimodal Corridor improvements bundled into four proposed Street Designations, 

which are then used to develop the Concept Focus Areas (FA’s), as part of the overall 

creation of the Atlantic Corridor Complete Streets Corridor Study. The various possible 

street designations were shown during original scoping of the project, and further discuss 

during the jurisdictional meetings. The FA’s are specific locations, or nodes, that are 

modified and developed for each jurisdiction to provide a concept plan illustrating a 

multimodal Complete Street concept. The “toolkit” of Street Designations, shown back in 

Section 2, are applied along the Corridor as appropriate and agreed to with the 

jurisdiction, and are primarily used as a baseline to help develop and quantify the high-

level future Corridor concept along with cost estimates.  

 

The following includes the Concept Focus Areas for the City of Maywood. 
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3.4.4 Order of Magnitude Cost Estimates 

The cost estimate for the City of Maywood was developed as part of the study. The cost 

estimate includes the type of features, or general typical section, which should be 

considered as part of the Master Plan.  This also includes any special features that might 

be unique to the City, based on the focus areas developed applied to the entire length 

of the City’s segment within the Corridor. 
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3.5 City of Bell 

The City of Bell is located between Maywood and Cudahy. The following section includes 

the data collection and review of existing conditions, the meetings held with City staff, 

the concept focus areas that were developed as well as the high-level cost estimate. 

The city of Bell was already the furthest along in the development of their own master 

plan along the Corridor including a plan for upgraded landscaping in immediate and 

new signage. This study focused on the Gage/Atlantic intersection where there remained 

additional opportunities for enhanced landscape medians and pedestrian 

enhancements to help complete the street. 

 

3.5.1 Data Collection and Review of Existing Conditions  

As part of this project, extensive data was collected, along the Corridor. A detailed field 

review was completed in the City of Bell, which included both driving and walking the 

entire project limits. The field reviews included a general inventory of the overhead 

utilities, landscaped medians, ADA access, the changes in land uses, transit facilities and 

drainage/ponding during the few rain events.  

 

The Existing Conditions Data Summary table including all the roadway features along the 

Corridor within the City, including lane widths, information on medians, sidewalks, 

approximately right of way widths and if there are bicycle lanes, were inventoried. In 

addition to the roadway/Corridor features detailed in the Existing Condition Data 

Summary table, additional information regarding overhead utilities, ADA access and 

transit facilities was also collected. Overhead utilities on poles exist for a significant length 

of the Corridor. These facilities include communication and transmission/distribution lines 

for electrical power.  

 
This data helps access whether impacts and relocations should be considered as part of 

the master plan implementation along with another magnitude cost estimate that would 

be applied for potential improvements. The Corridor generally has sufficient sidewalk 

widths and ADA ramps to street level, with a few exceptions. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS DATA SUMMARY 
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3.5.2 Project Meetings 

Meeting #1 
 

On Wednesday, January 31, 2020, a meeting was held with the City of Bell staff to discuss 

the constraints deficiencies and opportunities for the Atlantic Corridor through the City 

of Bell: 

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Gabino Luna City of Bell Acting PW Manager gluna@cityofbell.org 

Bill Pagett City of Bell/Willdan Engineering Consultant bpagett@willdan.com 

Rey Alfonso City of Bell Dept. City Engineer ralfonso@cityofbell.org 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

 

City staff met with the GCCOG team to discuss potential focus areas and existing 

conditions. It was noted that the City of Bell has developed a master plan for the segment 

of the Atlantic Corridor. It will consist of 2 lanes running each direction, upgraded 

landscaping in the medians and new signage for entry. The existing parkways will be 

upgraded with new streetlights and new trees. Landscaped bulb outs will be constructed 

along Atlantic. The City also has determined street parking to be essential, therefore any 

bike lane construction would need to adhere to number 2 lanes throughout City 

jurisdiction. The City has created an as-needed committee to review and approve any 

improvements brought to the City Council. Bell provided their community with 

opportunities for participation by showcasing the master plan draft at community 

functions. City staff offered to share the master plan with the GCCOG team. Estimated 

cost is around $7 million. 

 

The City has the following signalized intersections: 

1. Signalized intersection at shopping center driveway and Atlantic Avenue.  

2. Signalized intersection at Brompton Avenue and Atlantic Avenue. 

3. Signalized intersection at Bell Avenue. 

4. Signalized intersection at Gage Ave, and a City property appears to be at the 

South-West corner. 

5. Signalized intersection at Bell Plaza In front of the Plaza, there is no parking at any 

time. Also, “no truck parking at any time” are posted signs in the city of Bell. 

6. Signalized intersection at Randolph, split by railroad tracks. Inside parking between 

railway & road. 

 

There are generally two lanes each direction with a center raise median, two-hour 

parking 8 to 6 PM. Transit lines include Metro lines 260 and 762 and Metro Rapid going 

southbound. 

 

mailto:gluna@cityofbell.org
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Meeting #2 
 

On Tuesday, May 19, 2020, a second meeting was held with the City of Bell staff to follow 

up on previous discussion, highlighting the focus areas outlined during meeting 1. 

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Gabino Luna City of Bell Acting PW Manager gluna@cityofbell.org 

Bill Pagett City of Bell/Willdan Engineering Consultant bpagett@willdan.com 

Rey Alfonso City of Bell Dept. City Engineer ralfonso@cityofbell.org 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

Kekoa Anderson KOA/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

 

The meeting included a recap of the kickoff meeting noting the meeting minutes write 

up, the newly obtained existing condition data from the GCCOG Team field review, and 

the project location map along the Corridor. 

The City prepared their own Atlantic Master Plan package, which is 100% designed and 

is ready for construction, upon the receipt of funding. City Council was instrumental in 

the selection of various features including the plant palette, bus shelter designs, and 

bench aesthetics. The master plan Project includes an unsigned bicycle lane sharing the 

number 2 lane, as parking needed to be preserved along the Corridor. 

The Focus Area for the City is the Gage/Atlantic Intersection. It includes a pocket park 

and significant transit features. The City also applied for a water grant to build the 

Maxwell intersection and to include inverse drainage in the planters rather than 

discharging stormwater in the streets.  The project has 100% plans but can be broken into 

independent design packages, or phased, depending on the type of funding obtained. 

The design packages can include a street portion and/or drainage, stormwater, and 

water quality portion or it can be all constructed all in one contract. 

The City forwarded the design package and overview concept as well as the tree 

planting pallets will be forwarded from their landscape consultant. 

Corridor wide considerations regarding continuity along the 20 mile stretch of Atlantic 

Corridor was discussed. This includes consideration of both the physical and aesthetic 

types of features including bike facility continuity, acknowledging the changes in speed 

limits, various types of parking restrictions, and/or future consideration of corridor 

aesthetics including a themed landscaped pallet and/or wayfinding. All jurisdictions can 

implement features consistent with their preferences as the Study can only make 

recommendations that could not be mandated. The City was opened to sharing many 

of their complete street features with the other jurisdictions to provide ideas and/or ways 

of providing continuity along the Corridor. 
 

mailto:gluna@cityofbell.org
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Meeting #3 
 

On Monday, September 21, 2020, a third meeting was held with the City of Bell.  

 

It was noted that this meeting is an informal check-in and not in officially scheduled 

meeting within our overall schedule. 

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Gabino Luna City of Bell Acting PW Manager gluna@cityofbell.org 

Bill Pagett City of Bell/Willdan Engineering Consultant bpagett@willdan.com 

Rey Alfonso City of Bell Dept. City Engineer ralfonso@cityofbell.org 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

Kekoa Anderson KOA/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to go over progress along the Corridor. Additionally, to 

provide updates to how the City’s focus area fits in with the overall Corridor connectivity. 

Corridor-Wide considerations including the BRT was discussed as ongoing coordination 

will continue regarding each if agencies enthusiasm and/or input regarding feasibility to 

develop and implement a fully dedicated or partial/hybrid BRT system along the Atlantic 

Corridor, to incorporate into the report as well as to provide back to Metro.   

 

Because the City has a complete street plan developed for implementation, the Team is 

analyzing how additional features could be layered onto the project (post construction) 

to augment the Corridor with additional benefits.  The idea of 710 early action was also 

briefly discussed, regarding how the focus areas could merge for a larger, multi-

jurisdictional project funding request surrounding the 710 area. 
 

3.5.3 Concept Area Focus Development 

This section evaluates the existing conditions and findings that develops a variety of 

multimodal Corridor improvements bundled into four proposed Street Designations, 

which are then used to develop the Concept Focus Areas (FA’s), as part of the overall 

creation of the Atlantic Corridor Complete Streets Corridor Study. The various possible 

street designations were shown during original scoping of the project, and further discuss 

during the jurisdictional meetings. The FA’s are specific locations, or nodes, that are 

modified and developed for each jurisdiction to provide a concept plan illustrating a 

multimodal Complete Street concept. The “toolkit” of Street Designations, shown back in 

Section 2, are applied along the Corridor as appropriate and agreed to with the 

jurisdiction, and are primarily used as a baseline to help develop and quantify the high-

level future Corridor concept along with cost estimates.  

 

The following includes the Concept Focus Area for the City of Bell. 

mailto:gluna@cityofbell.org
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3.5.4 Order of Magnitude Cost Estimates 

The cost estimate for the City of Bell was developed as part of the study. The cost estimate 

includes the type of features, or general typical section, which should be considered as 

part of the Master Plan.  This also includes any special features that might be unique to 

the City, based on the focus areas developed applied to the entire length of the City’s 

segment within the Corridor. 

  

The following is a summary of the order of magnitude cost estimate for the City of Bell: 

 

  



 

The Atlantic Corridor Complete Street Evalutation & Master Plan Study  90 

 

3.6 City of Cudahy 

The City of Cudahy is located between Bell and South Gate. The following section 

includes the data collection and review of existing conditions, the meetings held with 

City staff, the concept focus areas that were developed as well as the high-level cost 

estimate. It was noted that the city is interested in a Corridor revitalization including the 

possibility for moving the City Hall to an adjacent property along the Atlantic Corridor. It 

should be noted that bicycles are still required to share the traffic lanes through this 

section as there was not adequate room based on the various city priorities to fit in bike 

lanes. Shared travel lanes, which provides equal priority for bikes and cars, or sharrows, 

are proposed along the Corridor through the City. Additionally, complete street elements 

such as bus stop improvements, bioswales, street trees, landscaped medians and 

drought tolerant landscape opportunities are also shown within the focus area concept 

maps.  

 

3.6.1 Data Collection and Review of Existing Conditions 

As part of this project, extensive data was collected, along the Corridor. A detailed field 

review was completed in the City of Cudahy, which included both driving and walking 

the entire project limits. The field reviews included a general inventory of the overhead 

utilities, landscaped medians, ADA access, the changes in land uses, transit facilities and 

drainage/ponding during the few rain events.  

 

The Existing Conditions Data Summary table including all the roadway features along the 

Corridor within the City, including lane widths, information on medians, sidewalks, 

approximately right of way widths and if there are bicycle lanes, were inventoried. In 

addition to the roadway/Corridor features detailed in the Existing Condition Data 

Summary table, additional information regarding overhead utilities, ADA access and 

transit facilities was also collected. Overhead utilities on poles exist for a significant length 

of the Corridor. These facilities include communication and transmission/distribution lines 

for electrical power.  

 

This data helps access whether impacts and relocations should be considered as part of 

the master plan implementation along with another magnitude cost estimate that would 

be applied for potential improvements. The Corridor generally has sufficient sidewalk 

widths and ADA ramps to street level, with a few exceptions. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS DATA SUMMARY 
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3.6.2 Project Meetings 

Meeting # 1 

 

On Tuesday, January 28, 2020, a meeting was held with the City of Cudahy staff to discuss 

the constraints deficiencies and opportunities for the Atlantic Corridor through the City 

of Cudahy. 

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Aaron Hernandez City of Cudahy Assistant City Engineer ahernandez@cityofcudahyca.gov 

Jana Robbins Transtech City’s Director of 

Traffic Planning 

Jana.Robbins@transtech.org 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

Vanessa Barrientos Southstar/GCCOG Outreach vanessab@southstareng.com 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

 

The City of Cudahy plans to convert the Atlantic Corridor to a mixed-use Corridor in the 

upcoming year based on their recent passing of their General Plan. The project was 

intended to provide Class 4 bike lanes but due to push back, at the time, from adjacent 

cities including South Gate and Bell, it was deleted from the scope of work and Class 2 

bike lanes were envisioned along the Corridor. The pushback was "at the time" and the 

Cities of South Gate and Bell have changed their opinion and are open to bicycle lanes 
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if they can safely fit. The City also expressed interested in creating a Downtown Area. 

There are a few City owned properties available, as well as the LA County Social Services 

Building. The County is interested in transferring the building to the City, in which the City 

is considering options such as City Council chambers, a library or senior center. This has 

been an ongoing coordination with Supervisor Solis’s office the timing is unknown. The 

County property is located between Santana and Cecilia Street.  

 

The City has three sources of funding for the Atlantic Corridor project including a Metro 

approved Funding Agreement (FA). This grant requires a 35% match or approximately 

$1.3 million of which STPL funds, Prop C fund and Measure Local Return have been 

identified for the match, but the City would rather not use these funds if other funding 

opportunities become available. The City has also received an ATP Cycle 2 grant.  

 

The City’s Corridor Project team is preparing to move into the design concepts phase in 

which a CEQA environmental document will be required. Our team will help coordinate 

with the City in their development of the concept design and the complete street 

features being promoted by the Gateway Cities COG, Metro, and the entire region. The 

City is interested in opportunities including green streets, art and public places and traffic 

and pedestrian safety.  

 

There are several funding challenges that the City faces including the desire to utilize 

other funds for the Metro Funding Agreement (FA) match funds that would reduce their 

City’s burden in completing the project. Additionally, the City face is a huge financial 

challenge with the Metro 3% Measure M contribution for the Eco-Rapid stations both at 

City Wide 

Programs & 

Funding 

Opportunities 

• Enhancing Active 

Mobility (all Modes) 

• Urban Greening & 

Enhancement  

• Sustainability 

Planning 

• Stormwater & 

Urban Runoff 

• Economic Viability 

& Visioning 

• Pedestrian & ADA 

Enhancement 
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the South Gate southern end, as well as at the north end in Huntington Park, which require 

a proportional contribution of 3% funding contribution to Metro based on track mileage 

within 1 mile each direction of the Eco-Rapid stations. The way the Metro Measure M 

guidelines are written, the City will either have to contribute 3% of their proportional 

station cost based on track mileage, or they need to give up and allow Metro to keep 

the City’s Measure M Local Return for a maximum of 15 years. A possible opportunity to 

reduce this burden on the City would be to help develop, and possibly fund, a station 

area planning concept that could extend from the Station as part of a 1st/last mile 

strategy. This concept would need to be incorporated into Metro’s design footprint for 

the area to possibly provide credit toward the 3% contribution. This would need to be 

further coordinated with Metro. 

 

GCCOG staff committed to reviewing possible water quality and BMP features that 

would maximize Cudahy’s ability to obtain Prop 1, Prop 68 RMC and or Measure W funds 

to help me match requirements and lower the 35% match. These could include linear bio 

swells, pervious areas and infiltration areas. With this information, GCCOG staff also 

committed to working with the cities design team to prepare to assist them in preparing 

their initial concept design elements which has an aggressive six (6) month schedule of 

completion of June 2020. This task would be GCCOG initial priority.  

 

The City committed to providing the funding summary of the projects including the 

funding summary documents that were prepared including the scope and diagrams. 

They also committed to providing the drain/hydrology section within the area. 

 

Goals resulting from the meeting included: 

1. To help the City develop their Corridor Complete Street project (funded by the 

Metro Call for Projects) by providing input on the analysis and concepts regarding 

complete street elements and Green Street elements. The elements may also 

provide the benefit of being competitive for additional funding, this potentially 

reducing their local match requirement burden required by the Metro FA.  

2. To focus on the Eco Rapid Station Area First – Last Mile Area - The Eco-Rapid station 

at the southern end of the City appears to have signings t opportunity for the 

development of a first last mile concept along the Atlantic Corridor. This concept 

could possibly be coordinated with the Metro design which could potentially 

reduce the City’s 3% contribution required which also adds a beneficial project to 

the City. This Focus Area could reconsider Class 4 bike lanes connection and 

connectivity to the Eco-Rapid Station as well as reviewing the conditions near the 

Atlantic / Patata / Salt Lake intersection area. The Gateway City’s team showed 

a few high-level illustration areas that appear to be areas of focus consistent with 

the above-described potential projects. 

 

Field Review Observations: 

• Signalized intersection of Cecilia Street and Atlantic Avenue.  Cecilia Street has 

an offset eastbound direction versus westbound direction. Posted speed is 35 mph 

with two lanes in each direction and a center raised median. 

• Signalized intersection at Santa Ana Street and Atlantic Avenue. Metro bus rapid 

station and metro lines 260 and 762. two-hour parking posted. 
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• Signalized intersection of Elizabeth Street and Atlantic Avenue. Metro line 260 

running southbound. Two lanes in each direction with Center Landscape median 

and left turn pockets with parking on both sides. 

• Signalized intersection at Clara Street and Atlantic Avenue. 

• Signalized intersection at live Oak Street and Atlantic Avenue. Metro bus line 260 

running northbound. Posted speed 35 mph. 

• Signalized intersection of Florence Avenue and Atlantic Avenue. 

 

Meeting # 2 

 

On Thursday, June 18, 2020 a second meeting was held with the City of Cudahy staff to 

follow up on previous discussion, highlighting the focus areas outlined during meeting 1. 
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Aaron Hernandez City of Cudahy Assistant City Engineer ahernandez@cityofcudahyca.gov 

Jana Robbins Transtech City’s Director of Traffic 

Planning 

Jana.Robbins@transtech.org 

Okan Demirci Transtech Traffic Planner Okan.demirci@transtech.org 

Karen Vigil Transtech Traffic Engineer Karen.vigil@transtech.org 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineerr kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

Vanessa 

Barrientos 

Southstar/GCCOG Outreach vanessab@southstareng.com 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

 

The introduction included a recap of the kickoff meeting, as well as a presentation of the 

agenda which included the newly obtained existing condition data from the GCCOG 

Team field review, and the project location map along the Corridor. 

  

The purpose of the meeting was to revisit the concepts discussed at the initial meeting 

and to go over the exhibits developed to ensure that the Team was in alignment and 

progressing with the concepts discussed.  Because City staff was not available for the 

meeting, the concepts specific to the Corridor were tabled for a later date. 

  

Other exhibits included those related to the livability initiative and the area that ties into 

the LA River, as well as bicycle continuity. It was also noted that watershed opportunities 

for water quality features and characteristics would be identified along the Atlantic 

Corridor. It was noted that these water resource elements are tied to funding 

opportunities. 

  

Corridor wide considerations regarding connectivity and continuity along the 20 mile 

stretch of Atlantic Corridor was discussed. This includes bike facility continuity, 

acknowledging the changes in speed limits, various types of parking restrictions and/or a 

future consideration of corridor aesthetics including a themed landscaped pallet and/or 

wayfinding.  
  
  



 

The Atlantic Corridor Complete Street Evalutation & Master Plan Study  96 

 

Meeting #3 

 

On Wednesday, September 23, 2020, a third meeting was held with the City of Cudahy. 

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Aaron Hernandez City of Cudahy Assistant City Engineer ahernandez@cityofcudahyca.gov 

Jana Robbins Transtech City’s Director of 

Traffic Planning 

Jana.Robbins@transtech.org 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

Traci Gleason KOA/GCCOG COG Staff Engiener traci@koaconsulting.net 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

  

The status of the Atlantic Corridor complete street study was discussed. it was noted that 

there is still a lot of unknowns about the potential for converting the LA County social 

services location to a new City Hall complex between Cecilia Street and Santana. This 

could include not only the City Hall, but also an LA County library as well as a fire station. 

Aaron noted that he will request an update regarding the coordination between the 

Cudahy and supervisor Hilda Solis’ office on this potential location. 

 

The team also discussed ways of keeping all existing typical section elements including 

parking and travel lanes as well as keeping the mature trees along the Corridor, while 

trying to implement bike lanes. Based on the existing focus area, it was determined that 

by creating a right-in/right-out at Cecilia Street. Then the median could be significantly 

narrowed, while saving the mature trees, to provide enough room to incorporate an 

extra wide outside travel lane with sharrows for bicyclists and preserving the parking. The 

City was supportive of this idea. The team will revise the typical section and plan sheet. 

 

The City noted that they have approximately $3.2 million as part of a 2015 Call for 

Projects, ATP Cycle 3, which includes both state funds and a City match. This will allow 

the city to design and construct improvements consistent with the Atlantic Corridor 

typical section and plan created by this effort. They noted that once our plan is 

substantially complete, they will move into final design while we complete our study and 

report, in parallel. 

 

It should be noted that for future consideration the Complete Street project with 

separated bike lanes could be reintroduced to the community and Council to garner 

support if both City of Bell and City of Southgate approved bike lanes along Atlantic Blvd 

and that a tie-in would be needed within the City of Cudahy. The installation of Bike lanes 

would provide continuity to extending bike travel to the north and south of the City as 

well as updating travel to transit stops as a first/last mile to reduce the amount of Measure 

M funds Cudahy would need to contribute with the future Stations in Southgate and 

Huntington Park.  For now, the City is likely to only get stakeholder support for shared lanes 

that would allow for keeping on-street parking along Atlantic. 
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3.6.3 Concept Area Focus Development 

This section evaluates the existing conditions and findings that develops a variety of 

multimodal Corridor improvements bundled into four proposed Street Designations, 

which are then used to develop the Concept Focus Areas (FA’s), as part of the overall 

creation of the Atlantic Corridor Complete Streets Corridor Study. The various possible 

street designations were shown during original scoping of the project, and further discuss 

during the jurisdictional meetings. The FA’s are specific locations, or nodes, that are 

modified and developed for each jurisdiction to provide a concept plan illustrating a 

multimodal Complete Street concept. The “toolkit” of Street Designations, shown back in 

Section 2, are applied along the Corridor as appropriate and agreed to with the 

jurisdiction, and are primarily used as a baseline to help develop and quantify the high-

level future Corridor concept along with cost estimates.  

 

The following includes the Concept Focus Area for the City of Cudahy. 
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3.6.4 Order of Magnitude Cost Estimates 

The cost estimate for the City of Cudahy was developed as part of the study. The cost 

estimate includes the type of features, or general typical section, which should be 

considered as part of the Master Plan.  This also includes any special features that might 

be unique to the City, based on the focus areas developed applied to the entire length 

of the City’s segment within the Corridor. 

 
The following is a summary of the order of magnitude cost estimate for the City of 

Cudahy: 
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3.7 City of South Gate 

The City of South Gate is located between Cudahy and Lynwood. The following section 

includes the data collection and review of existing conditions, the meetings held with 

City staff, the concept focus areas that were developed as well as the high-level cost 

estimate.  

 

There are several projects affecting the Corridor within the city of South Gate including 

the crossing of the Metro Eco-Rapid Transit Corridor and its adjacent Station, the City’s 

Urban Orchard project as well as City improvements along Imperial Highway. There is also 

significant truck traffic along the Corridor. The LA Unified school campus/complex nearby 

also generates pedestrian and bicycle traffic The City  determined that the best area to 

focus on as part of this effort was Atlantic Avenue from Michigan Avenue to north of 

Tweedy Place, with a future interest in looking at Wright Road as part of an additional 

task order, not included in this current study. The complete street elements that were 

incorporated include bus stop improvements, bioswales, street trees, landscaped 

medians and drought tolerant landscape opportunities are also shown within the focus 

area concept maps.  

 

3.7.1 Data Collection and Review of Existing Conditions 

As part of this project, extensive data was collected, along the Corridor. A detailed field 

review was completed in the City of South Gate, which included both driving and 

walking the entire project limits. The field reviews included a general inventory of the 

overhead utilities, landscaped medians, ADA access, the changes in land uses, transit 

facilities and drainage/ponding during the few rain events.  

 

The Existing Conditions Data Summary table including all the roadway features along the 

Corridor within the City, including lane widths, information on medians, sidewalks, 

approximately right of way widths and if there are bicycle lanes, were inventoried. In 

addition to the roadway/Corridor features detailed in the Existing Condition Data 

Summary table, additional information regarding overhead utilities, ADA access and 

transit facilities was also collected. Overhead utilities on poles exist for a significant length 

of the Corridor. These facilities include communication and transmission/distribution lines 

for electrical power.  

 
This data helps access whether impacts and relocations should be considered as part of 

the master plan implementation along with another magnitude cost estimate that would 

be applied for potential improvements. The Corridor generally has sufficient sidewalk 

widths and ADA ramps to street level, with a few exceptions. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS DATA SUMMARY 
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3.7.2 Project Meetings 

Meeting #1 

 

On Thursday, January 23, 2020, a meeting was held with the City of South Gate staff to 

discuss the constraints deficiencies and opportunities for the Atlantic Corridor through the 

City of South Gate:  
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Gladis Deras City of South Gate Senior Engineer gderas@sogate.org 

Jose Loera City of South Gate City Traffic Engineer jloera@sogate.org 

Vanessa Barrientos Southstar/GCCOG Outreach vanessab@southstareng.c

om 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

 

There are three primary bike routes within the limits of the primary focus, South of Michigan 

Avenue to north of McCallum Avenue, that South Gate would like to consider bike lanes 

along Atlantic Avenue. They include Southern Avenue, Gardendale Street, and 

Alexander Avenue.  

 

Plans for new development are being made next to the Legacy Lane and Adella 

Avenue. There is an access point to the LA River. There is also a new 91 mix unit at Tweedy 

Blvd and Atlantic Avenue on the SW corner. 

 

North of the residential section, running east-west, and south of the school is an SCE 

transmission easement. The Aldrich Road and Adella Avenue intersection have a k-rail 

which prohibits school cut-through traffic from entering the neighborhood. 

 

The Padres Unidos which translates to Parents United Organization has local influence, 

and its Chairwoman is a South Gate City Councilwoman. This organization has pushed 

on the LA Unified School District to focus more efforts on improving safety. 

 

There are significant traffic impacts created by the school due to staggered drop off 

times between 7:00 am and 8:30 am. 

 

Legacy Lane runs along the south side of the school complex. It extends all the way 

around to the access point at the LA River which is a dead-end street of Burtis Street. 

There was significant homeless encampment next to the school and the LA River access 

point. The Legacy complex athletic field had children playing at the outside basketball 

courts. The complex, located immediately east of the school property, also had locked 

gates. 

 

An unimproved section of Chakemco Street from Atlantic Avenue stops at the school 

property. It needs improvement to help circulation along the west side of the 

International Studies Learning Center which is on the south side of the school campus.  As 

of February 2021, however, Chakemco Street has been reconstructed with a typical 

roadway design.  
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The merge needs to consider the signalized intersection at Michigan Avenue. Drivers use 

Wright Road as an alternate route to get to the 710 freeway that creates speeding issues. 

A balance of traffic with the focus of Atlantic Avenue versus Wright Road should be 

considered. 
 

The Secondary focus area to consider would be the Eco-Rapid Transit station and 

connectivity to it including east west from the East LA College Satellite Campus. The 

campus is under construction to expand to 10,000 students.  It has a direct route to the 

Eco-Rapid along the UPRR. It includes Independence Avenue on the north side of the 

track in Ardmore Avenue on the south side of the tracks. A class 4 bike lane can improve 

the area. Ardmore Avenue and Independence Avenue terminate before reaching 

Atlantic Avenue at Otis.  The campus site also has direct access to the Eco-Rapid along 

Firestone Boulevard. 

 

The Proposed Eco Rapid Transit Corridor crosses Atlantic Avenue south of Salt Lake 

Avenue and Patata Street. A station is proposed in the southeast triangular section, which 

still contains development that would need to be demolished. 

 

Tweedy Boulevard, colloquially known as the “Tweedy Mile”, has recently connected to 

the City of LA - Watts area. It includes a very large development of public housing and 

commercial businesses. There is concern that Tweedy Boulevard will be heavily impacted 

by traffic with the new connection, as it provides a new option to access the I-710 area. 

South Gate owns and maintains 16 of the 18 signalized intersections along Tweedy 

Boulevard. South Gate shares the remaining intersections 50/50 with the City of Lynwood. 

 

The City of South Gate has a small segment along Imperial Highway east of the LA River. 

There is substandard lighting that the City plans to quantify a cost estimate to improve 

the area. Additionally, this Corridor is part of a future GCCOG complete street study. 
 

Major Focus Areas: 

1. The primary focus for Atlantic Avenue expressed by City staff is near the Wright 

Road intersection merge area, south to Michigan Avenue and north to Tweedy 

Boulevard due to the school circulation, and the proposed development of 

several high-density mixed-use units including both a 91 unit and a 78-unit 

development coming soon. 

2. Tweedy Boulevard to the east terminates at Legacy Lane. A looped drop off area 

is found between Legacy Lane to Burtis Avenue. 

3. A primary purpose for adding bike lanes on Atlantic Avenue is to enhance bike 

access to key destinations, current or future.  

4. Provide a connection to enhance bike access to the Legacy School Complex via 

the Tweedy Blvd sharrows and Chakemco Street.  This is also necessary to provide 

access to the school fields which also serve as a public park, and to provide 

access to the LA River bike trails via the entrance at the Burtis Avenue terminus.  
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5. Provide a connection to enhance bike access to South Gate Park.  A connection 

must be planned for at both Southern Avenue on the north via the existing bike 

trails and Tweedy Boulevard on the south via Tweedy Boulevard. 

6. Provide a connection to enhance bike access to the site of the upcoming SELA 

Cultural Art’s Center on Imperial Highway at the LA River.  We should plan for 

access from the Atlantic Avenue bike lanes even though the Atlantic Avenue 

/Imperial Highway intersection is not in the City.  

7. Provide a connection to enhance bike access to the Eco-Rapid light rail station 

proposed at the intersection of Atlantic Avenue and Firestone Boulevard. Safe 

access is a priority.  That should be planned for via Atlantic Avenue and parallel 

corridors to consider safety. 

 

Preserving parking is a top priority. Also, a feasible plan would consider costs and 

constraints. 

The sports fields on the east side of the school property are considered city resources 

(currently underutilized) and may be utilized and accessed by the community. 

Field Review Observations: 

• The posted speed limit 35 mph along the entire Corridor.  

• Traveling northbound, there are two lanes in each direction with raised medians 

landscaped including river rock and drought tolerant landscaping parking 

restrictions on both sides with some parking allowed. 

• Signalized intersection at Michigan Avenue and Atlantic Avenue. 

• Metro routes along the Corridor include 117 and 260 running southbound. 

• Signalized intersection Tweedy Boulevard and Atlantic Avenue. 

• No parking restriction for Thursday 3 AM to 8 AM, appears to be for trash pickup 

otherwise two-hour parking from 9 AM to 6 PM.  

• Elementary School on west side of the roadway between Tweedy Boulevard and 

Southern Avenue. 

• Signalized intersection of Southern Avenue and Atlantic Avenue. 

• Posted no cruising zone signs. 

• Metro rapid transit stop. Metro lines 260 and 762 running northbound. 

• Signalized intersection of Firestone Boulevard and Atlantic Avenue. 

• South Gate East Side Route public transportation service stop southbound.  

• Third lane northbound begins and runs through the signalized intersection and then 

ends for a merge on Atlantic Avenue north of Firestone Boulevard. 

• Signalized intersection at Azalea West. 

• There is a railroad crossing that includes three tracks. 

• Signalized intersection of Salt Lake and Patata Street, skewed. 

• Roadway transitions to two lanes in each direction with a center dual turn lane. 

Posted speed is 35 mph. 
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Meeting #2 

 

On Monday, May 18, 2020, a second meeting was held with the City of South Gate staff 

to follow up on previous discussion, highlighting the focus areas outlined during meeting 

1:  
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Gladis Deras City of South Gate Senior Engineer gderas@sogate.org 

Jose Loera City of South Gate City Traffic Engineer jloera@sogate.org 

Vanessa Barrientos Southstar/GCCOG Outreach vanessab@southstareng.com 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

 

The meeting included a recap of the kick-off meeting noting the meeting minutes write 

up, including any corrections or edits needed, as well as recently obtained existing 

condition data from the GCCOG Team field review, and the project location map along 

the Corridor. 

 

The City updated the team on several ongoing development projects including the 

Amazon operation within the city northeast along Rayo Avenue, noting the trucks go 

between this facility and the facility in Lynwood south along Atlantic Avenue at MLK. They 

noted that these facilities would generate traffic between them the Corridor. 

 

The City provided direction that the best section to be studied as a focus area would be 

from Michigan Avenue to Firestone Boulevard. The city was going to discuss this direction 

with Arturo Cervantes and confirm with the team. 

 

Corridor wide considerations regarding continuity along the 20 mile stretch of Atlantic 

Corridor was discussed. This includes consideration of both the physical and aesthetic 

types of features including bike facility continuity, acknowledging the changes in speed 

limits, various types of parking restrictions, and/or future consideration of corridor 

aesthetics including a themed landscaped pallet and/or wayfinding. It was noted that 

all jurisdictions can implement features consistent with their preferences as the Study can 

only make recommendations that could not be mandated. 

 

Meeting #3 

 

On Wednesday, September 23, 2020, a third meeting was held with the City of South 

Gate. It was noted that this meeting is an informal check-in and not an officially 

scheduled meeting within our overall schedule.  
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Art Cervantes City of South Gate Asst. City Manager/ 

Dir. Of Public Work 

acervantes@sogate.org 

Gladis Deras City of South Gate Senior Engineer gderas@sogate.org 

Jose Loera City of South Gate City Traffic Engineer jloera@sogate.org 

Vanessa Barrientos Southstar/GCCOG Outreach vanessab@southstareng.com 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 
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The purpose of the meeting was to go over progress on the City’s focus area along the 

Corridor, to address comments from the July 23rd TAC meeting, to provide updates to 

how the City’s focus area fits in with the overall Corridor connectivity, and to gain 

additional clarity on the focus area and the City’s vision based on a more detailed in-

depth discussion. 

 

Corridor-Wide considerations including the BRT was discussed as ongoing coordination 

will continue regarding each agency’s enthusiasm and/or input regarding feasibility to 

develop and implement a fully dedicated or partial/hybrid BRT system along the Atlantic 

Corridor, to incorporate into the report as well as to provide back to Metro.  The City 

noted that they will have a difficult time supporting anything that impacts parking, 

although they are supportive of the overall concept and would like to have future 

analysis completed.  

 

One of the major items discussed was bicycle access to the Legacy School Complex 

area. It was noted that our team will revise the description of this area in the report. The 

goal will be to provide a connection and enhance bike access to the Legacy School 

Complex via the Tweedy Blvd sharrows and Chakemco Street.  This is necessary to 

provide access to the school fields which also serve as a public park, and to provide 

access to the LA River bike trails via the entrance at the Legacy Lane terminus.  

 

Key features of this Focus Area include the Legacy School Complex area, the park area 

and the river access.  There is additionally a new development commencing at the south 

east quadrant of the school complex across from the fields. This apartment complex 

provides a residential component to the area, and demolition has begun. It was noted 

that the residential component is being called a “Riverfront Development.” 

 

The South East LA (SELA) Cultural Center will be developed on Imperial Boulevard 

adjacent to the East LA River Crossing. This riverfront amenity should also have pedestrian 

and bicycle connectivity from The Atlantic Corridor possibly via Imperial 

Highway.  According to https://www.selaculturalcenter.org/en/home, “The SELA 

Cultural Center will be a multi-arts facility that weaves together world-class design and 

high-caliber programming from across Los Angeles County with the vibrant culture of the 

surrounding community. The SELA Cultural Center will support and showcase the 

Southeast Los Angeles community and provide a permanent place for the community 

to gather in creative expression.” 

 

Also discussed was the West Santa Ana Branch or WSAB light rail transit line currently in 

the environmental phase. There are several stops of this proposed light rail line including 

1) Firestone Blvd/Atlantic Avenue, 2) Gardendale Street, 3) the LA River Confluence 

(Which includes the LA River, the Urban Orchard and SELA) going away from Atlantic 

Avenue and 4) on Century Boulevard. Having a bicycle lane connection to the two light 

rail stations within South Gate is needed. 

 

It was noted that preservation of parking, particularly along the Atlantic Corridor, is 

extremely important and an attempt, from any study or project, to remove parking 

spaces will become a political issue.   

 

https://www.selaculturalcenter.org/en/home
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Clarification was provided that Tweedy Boulevard is not anticipated to have a road diet. 

The City has funds to incorporate sharrows along the roadway section.  

 

The Focus Area shown/discussed extends along the Atlantic Corridor from just south of 

Wright Avenue to the city limit. This focus area proposes a cul-de-sac for safety as well as 

creating additional parking opportunity.  However, based on further discussion with the 

City, there was concern that this could create two additional chokepoints including 

along Wright Road as well as at Atlantic Avenue / Imperial Highway, the concept was 

determined to be infeasible. The discussion, however, did yield that Wright Road could 

be incorporated into a larger Bikeway Circulation specific plan bikeway circulation and 

could be traffic calmed. It’s currently used by cut through traffic to get to Imperial 

Highway and the 710 Interchange area. As the discussion became more focused, the 

City provided direction for our team to focus on Bicycle Circulation as a specific Bike 

Network Focus Area, that is specific to the connections between SELA, the LA River Trail, 

and the new park adjacent to the school complex.  

 

It was further noted that the City would like a GCCOG add-on task that provides a cost 

and scope for how much it would be to incorporate a Wright Road concept to the 

City. This would be in addition, and a nexus to, the current Atlantic Corridor Complete 

Street study, and if approved by the City would be billed via the current Atlantic 

agreement. This scope of work was provided to the City in early January 2021 and is 

expected to be approved by City Council in mid-January with a Notice to Proceed 

anticipated in February 2021. The additional task is estimated to take 4 months to 

complete.  

 

Lastly, City staff noted that the 710 corridor envisions a closure at Imperial Highway. and 

Wright Road. However, the City does not see that happening versus changing the Wright 

Road design to make it work better at both ends.  
 

3.7.3 Concept Area Focus Development 

This section evaluates the existing conditions and findings that develops a variety of 

multimodal Corridor improvements bundled into four proposed Street Designations, 

which are then used to develop the Concept Focus Areas (FA’s), as part of the overall 

creation of the Atlantic Corridor Complete Streets Corridor Study. The various possible 

street designations were shown during original scoping of the project, and further discuss 

during the jurisdictional meetings. The FA’s are specific locations, or nodes, that are 

modified and developed for each jurisdiction to provide a concept plan illustrating a 

multimodal Complete Street concept. The “toolkit” of Street Designations, shown back in 

Section 2, are applied along the Corridor as appropriate and agreed to with the 

jurisdiction, and are primarily used as a baseline to help develop and quantify the high-

level future Corridor concept along with cost estimates.  

 

The following includes the Concept Focus Areas for the City of South Gate. 
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3.7.4 Order of Magnitude Cost Estimates 

The cost estimate for the City of South Gate was developed as part of the study. The cost 

estimate includes the type of features, or general typical section, which should be 

considered as part of the Master Plan.  This also includes any special features that might 

be unique to the City, based on the focus areas developed applied to the entire length 

of the City’s segment within the Corridor. 

  

The following is a summary of the order of magnitude cost estimate for the City of South 

Gate: 
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3.8 City of Lynwood 

The City of Lynwood is located between South Gate and Compton. The following section 

includes the data collection and review of existing conditions, the meetings held with 

City staff, the concept focus areas that were developed as well as the high-level cost 

estimate.  

 

The City determined that the focus area for this effort should be along the Atlantic 

Corridor from Imperial Highway to south of Los Flores Avenue, as well as from I-105 to 

Carlin Avenue.  Pedestrian enhancements were incorporated at Imperial Highway, as 

well as bus stop improvements, bicycle lanes, bioswales, street trees, landscaped 

medians and drought tolerant landscape opportunities are also shown within the focus 

area concept maps.  

 

3.8.1 Data Collection and Review of Existing Conditions 

As part of this project, extensive data was collected, along the Corridor. A detailed field 

review was completed in the City of Lynwood, which included both driving and walking 

the entire project limits. The field reviews included a general inventory of the overhead 

utilities, landscaped medians, ADA access, the changes in land uses, transit facilities and 

drainage/ponding during the few rain events.  

 

The Existing Conditions Data Summary table including all the roadway features along the 

Corridor within the City, including lane widths, information on medians, sidewalks, 

approximately right of way widths and if there are bicycle lanes, were inventoried. In 

addition to the roadway/Corridor features detailed in the Existing Condition Data 

Summary table, additional information regarding overhead utilities, ADA access and 

transit facilities was also collected. Overhead utilities on poles exist for a significant length 

of the Corridor. These facilities include communication and transmission/distribution lines 

for electrical power.  

 

This data helps access whether impacts and relocations should be considered as part of 

the master plan implementation along with another magnitude cost estimate that would 

be applied for potential improvements. The Corridor generally has sufficient sidewalk 

widths and ADA ramps to street level, with a few exceptions. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS DATA SUMMARY 



 

The Atlantic Corridor Complete Street Evalutation & Master Plan Study  116 

 

3.8.2 Project Meetings 

Meeting #1 

 

Thursday, February 6th, 2020, a meeting was held with the City of Lynwood staff to 

discuss the constraints deficiencies and opportunities for the Atlantic Corridor through 

the City of Lynwood:  
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Alfredo Perez City of Lynwood Planning Associate alperez@lynwood.ca.us 

Noe Martinez City of Lynwood Public Works Assistant nmartinez@lynwood.ca.us 

Richard Sandzimier City of Lynwood Public Works Director rsandzimier@lynwood.ca.us 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer koa@koaconsulting.net 

  

The City of Lynwood expressed interest in uniformly standardizing posted speed as well 

as parking restrictions throughout the City. 

 

Installing bicycle lanes that have connectivity to other jurisdiction segments along the 

Atlantic Corridor is another interest of the City. 

 

Lynwood would like to organize spaces along their roadway, including the typical 

section, to be more inviting to residents and visitors. The pavement is in poor condition, 

along with missing striping. This suggests the roads have received minimal maintenance. 

Building owners along the Corridor have experience high turnover and have a difficult 

time retaining commercial tenants. Additionally, there is no mixed-use zoning within the 

Corridor. 

 

The City brought to the attention of the GCCOG staff that the Imperial Highway study, 

which Metro is conducting, provides useful traffic flow insight for this study. The Atlantic 

intersection traffic counts yielded a level of service D in both the AM and PM peak 

periods. 

 

Other street projects within the City include the Brewster Street improvement project, 

the Agnes Street improvement project, and the Fernwood ATP project. 

 

In discussion with the City, staff committed to providing the City’s bicycle plan as well 

as the mapping for the segment between Cortland to Joseph which is being scoped 

for a roadway rehabilitation job. 

 

The City confirmed the Focus Areas (FA’s) to include in the study as part of this corridor 

evaluation. It was noted that a FA does not necessarily mean that it’s priority along the 

Corridor area for the jurisdiction. GCCOG staff noted that a FA is a snapshot of a section 

along the Corridor. This section showcases the various features they can apply to the 

entire Corridor within the City limits. 
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Beginning at the City limits at E. McMillan St. and traveling northbound, the posted 

speed is 40 mph. Metro lines 260 and the City of Lynwood trolley company runs 

northbound. 

• Signalized intersection at Arlington Avenue 

• Signalized intersection at Carline Avenue 

• Signalized intersection at Agnes Avenue 

 

The signalized intersection includes an entrance to the Lucy Avalos Community Center 

and Yvonne Burke- John D Ham Park. On the west side of the street, there is an empty 

lot planned for affordable housing. The Atlantic Corridor crosses under the 105 freeway. 

• Signalized intersection at Cortland Street. 

• Signalized intersection at Martin Luther King Junior Boulevard 

 

The Lynwood Adult School is on the west side of the street. The posted speed drops to 

35 mph. Parking restrictions are limited to two hours. Transit lines include metro 260, 612 

and 762 as well as Metro Rapid and the Lynwood Trolley. 

• Signalized intersection at Beachwood Avenue 

 

Parking restrictions are reduced to 1-1/2-hour parking north of Beachwood Avenue. 

• Signalized intersection at Elmwood Avenue 

• Signalized intersection at Imperial Highway 

 

Imperial Highway is a photo enforced signalized intersection. North of Imperial Highway 

is a large transit stop that includes metro rapid, lines 117, 260, 612, 762 and the trolley. 

Parking restriction increases back up to 2-hour parking. 

• Signalized intersection at Abbot Avenue 

 

Meeting #2 

 

Monday, May 18, 2020, a second meeting was held with the City of Lynwood staff to 

follow up on previous discussion, highlighting the focus areas outlined during meeting 

1:  

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Alfredo Perez City of Lynwood Planning Associate alperez@lynwood.ca.us 

Noe Martinez City of Lynwood Public Works Assistant nmartinez@lynwood.ca.us 

Richard Sandzimier City of Lynwood Public Works Director rsandzimier@lynwood.ca.us 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

Kekoa Anderson KOA/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer koa@koaconsulting.net 

 

The meeting included a recap of the kick-off meeting noting the meeting minutes write 

up, including any corrections or edits needed, as well as recently obtained existing 

condition data from the GCCOG Team field review, and the project location map 

along the Corridor. 
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As part of the existing conditions summary recap, the City noted several source 

documents that can be provided including: 

1. The transit fixed route description/map 

2. The bicycle and pedestrian plan 

3. The RFP detailing the Atlantic Specific Plan they are planning to complete 

4. The Bike Trail Plans on Caltrans RW near I-105 

5. The Lynwood Connectivity Plan. 

 

Corridor wide considerations regarding continuity along the 20 mile stretch of Atlantic 

Corridor was discussed. This includes consideration of both the physical and aesthetic 

types of features including bike facility continuity, acknowledging the changes in 

speed limits, various types of parking restrictions, and/or future consideration of corridor 

aesthetics including a themed landscaped pallet and/or wayfinding. It was noted that 

all jurisdictions can implement features consistent with their preferences as the study 

can only make recommendations that could not be mandated. 

 

The City confirmed the two potential focus areas, including 1) the Imperial/Atlantic 

intersection area and 2) the area south of I-105 along the Atlantic Corridor near Yvonne 

Burke - John D Ham Park, as there is a city project within Caltrans right of way near the 

I-105 from Birch to Wright Road that was designed and funded through an urban 

greening grant that provides additional continuity in the area.  

 

Meeting #3 

On Wednesday, November 4, 2020, a third meeting was held with the City of Lynwood.   
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Lorry Hempe City of Lynwood Public Works Special Projects 

Manager 

lhempe@lynwood.ca.us 

Noe Martinez City of Lynwood Public Works Assistant nmartinez@lynwood.ca.us 

Elias Saikaly City of Lynwood Senior Public Works Manager esaikaly@lynwood.ca.us 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer koa@koaconsulting.net 

 

The group reviewed the prior meeting minutes to reacquaint the group with where the 

status was left off. This included the opportunities, constraints and proposed focus areas. 

 

The group reviewed GCCOG Complete Street toolbox icons that are being added to 

the focus area plans, noting that these provide options to the City when/if additional 

funding is found to move the project into the design and construction phases. This issue 

was emphasized because the City has interest in providing potential up lighting within 

the medians, for example, or additional WQ features including landscaping, bio swells 

and other enhancements that should be identified now. The City can then pick and 

choose, when the time comes, the features it would like to move into the design phase 

via a scope of work. It was noted that the total toolbox icon kit exhibit would be 

included in the Corridor Wide Considerations section of the report as well as included 

in the next TAC package by jurisdiction to be distributed next week.  

 



 

The Atlantic Corridor Complete Street Evalutation & Master Plan Study  119 

 

The exhibit for the first focus area was provided, showing the proposed crosswalk 

improvements at Atlantic Avenue and Imperial Hwy. City staff advised the team to 

coordinate with Metro as they are designing several operational improvements along 

Imperial Highway. The Focus Area also extended south along the Atlantic Corridor and 

includes class II bicycle lanes, on street parking (with less than 10% lost due to curb return 

bulb outs, which shorten the crosswalk distances and provide additional pedestrian 

safety along the sidewalk). It was noted that the typical section in this area included an 

8-foot sidewalk, 5-foot bicycle lane, two 12-foot lanes and an 11-foot left turn lane, as 

needed. It was noted that the rendering has not been completed but will be done 

once the City agrees with the typical section and plan. 

 

It was noted that the second focus area south of Fernwood Avenue along Atlantic had 

not yet been updated. This section will be updated down to Agnes and Lavenia, to 

show the removed left turn northbound to Lavenia, to incorporate a continuous raised 

median, to connect to the existing. Lavinia would be changed into a right-in-right-out 

configuration.  It was noted that this exhibit would be provided prior to the next TAC 

meeting. 

 

The overall Benefits of the Corridor was discussed. These included the class II bike lane, 

enhanced bus facilities including concrete pads, additional water quality features such 

as bio swells and tree wells, median improvements, enhanced aesthetics, possible 

monuments and wayfinding features. 

 

It was noted that the team would look at the proposed Eco Rapid station area near 

the confluence of South Gate and Lynwood near Imperial/Atlantic. 

 

The City noted that they would like the GCCOG to follow up on these studies, post 

completion, to assist with possible funding opportunities as a multi-jurisdictional 

approach. 

 

3.8.3 Concept Area Focus Development 

This section evaluates the existing conditions and findings that develops a variety of 

multimodal Corridor improvements bundled into four proposed Street Designations, 

which are then used to develop the Concept Focus Areas (FA’s), as part of the overall 

creation of the Atlantic Corridor Complete Streets Corridor Study. The various possible 

street designations were shown during original scoping of the project, and further 

discuss during the jurisdictional meetings. The FA’s are specific locations, or nodes, that 

are modified and developed for each jurisdiction to provide a concept plan illustrating 

a multimodal Complete Street concept. The “toolkit” of Street Designations, shown 

back in Section 2, are applied along the Corridor as appropriate and agreed to with 

the jurisdiction, and are primarily used as a baseline to help develop and quantify the 

high-level future Corridor concept along with cost estimates.  

 

The following includes the Concept Focus Areas for the City of Lynwood. 
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3.8.4 Order of Magnitude Cost Estimates 

The cost estimate for the City of Lynwood was developed as part of the study. The cost 

estimate includes the type of features, or general typical section, which should be 

considered as part of the Master Plan.  This also includes any special features that might 

be unique to the City, based on the focus areas developed applied to the entire length 

of the City’s segment within the Corridor. 

 

The following is a summary of the order of magnitude cost estimate for the City of 

Lynwood: 
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3.9 City of Compton 

The City of Compton is located between Lynwood and Long Beach. The following 

section includes the data collection and review of existing conditions, the meetings 

held with City staff, the concept focus areas that were developed as well as the high-

level cost estimate. Through the effort of this study, complete street elements such as 

bus stop improvements, bicycle lanes, bioswales, street trees, landscaped medians and 

drought tolerant landscape opportunities are shown within the focus area concept 

maps and are focused along the Corridor over, and including access to the LA River, 

north to Alondra Boulevard and east to I-710, with a heavy emphasis on pedestrian and 

bicycle continuity.  

 

3.9.1 Data Collection and Review of Existing Conditions 

As part of this project, extensive data was collected, along the Corridor. A detailed field 

review was completed in the City of Compton, which included both driving and 

walking the entire project limits. The field reviews included a general inventory of the 

overhead utilities, landscaped medians, ADA access, the changes in land uses, transit 

facilities and drainage/ponding during the few rain events.  

 

The Existing Conditions Data Summary table including all the roadway features along 

the Corridor within the City, including lane widths, information on medians, sidewalks, 

approximately right of way widths and if there are bicycle lanes, were inventoried. In 

addition to the roadway/Corridor features detailed in the Existing Condition Data 

Summary table, additional information regarding overhead utilities, ADA access and 

transit facilities was also collected. Overhead utilities on poles exist for a significant 

length of the Corridor. These facilities include communication and 

transmission/distribution lines for electrical power.  

 

This data helps access whether impacts and relocations should be considered as part 

of the master plan implementation along with another magnitude cost estimate that 

would be applied for potential improvements. The Corridor generally has sufficient 

sidewalk widths and ADA ramps to street level, with a few exceptions. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS DATA SUMMARY 
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3.9.2 Project Meetings 

Meeting #1 

 

Monday, February 3rd, 2020, a meeting was held with the City of Compton staff to 

discuss the constraints deficiencies and opportunities for the Atlantic Corridor through 

the City of Compton:  
 

Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Michael Antwine City of Compton Assistant City Manager mantwine@comptoncity.org 

John Strickland City of Compton Project Manager jstrickland@comptoncity.org 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

 

The City would like our study to focus on operational safety, green streets, and urban 

greening. They would also like a Class 1 bike lane to connect to East Rancho 

Dominguez and a new public art monument for the city of Compton entryway. 

Compton wants improved safety measures and is opened to narrowing the roadway 

as it is an unsafe speedway in today’s condition. The roadway appears to have enough 

width to incorporate safety enhancements such as channelized raised landscape 

medians. 

 

The Focus Area (FA) for Compton is the southern entry into the City at the LA River. It 

extends at a small segment near 710 bridge north to Alondra Boulevard. The City has 

plans for the development of the two triangular parcels next to the freeway and 

Atlantic Corridor. 

 

Field Review Observations: 

Traveling northbound, the City of Compton begins north of the LA River bridge. The 

typical section consists of two lanes in each direction with no center dual lane. The 

roadway passes underneath the 710 freeway, and the typical section continues to the 

signalized intersection at Alondra Boulevard. 

 

Only the northbound approach to the intersection has an unimproved raised median. 

This channelizes traffic into the intersection where it includes protected left turns. 

Metro lines 260 and 762, and a signed bike lane begins north of the intersection, 

entering East Rancho Dominguez. 
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Meeting #2 

 

On May 28, 2020, a second meeting with the City of Compton was held to follow up on 

previous discussion, highlighting the focus areas outlined during meeting 1.  

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Michael Antwine City of Compton Assistant City Manager mantwine@comptoncity.org 

John Strickland City of Compton Project Manager jstrickland@comptoncity.org 

Dan Garcia Interwest Consultant City Eng. Consultant drgarcia@interwestgrp.com 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

Traci Gleason Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer traci@koaconsulting.net 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

 

The introduction included a recap of the kickoff meeting, as well as a presentation of 

the agenda which included the newly obtained existing condition data from the 

GCCOG Team field review, and the project location map along the Corridor. 

 

Several concepts were shared including the Compton connection to the City of Long 

Beach along the Corridor as well as the access to the LA River along Alondra across I-

710. The primary exhibit included the Atlantic Corridor from the City of Long Beach limit 

north to the Alondra intersection and East to the LA River entrance. This concept 

includes a Class 1 bicycle path up the east side of the Atlantic Corridor to the Alondra 

Boulevard and eastward around the I-710 ramps to the LA River entrance. The exhibit 

showed a viewpoint concept on the bridge over the LA River, along Atlantic, for 

sightseeing and/or just a place to stop. 

 

It was noted that watershed opportunities for water quality features and characteristics 

would be identified along the Atlantic Corridor. It was noted that these water resource 

elements are tied to funding opportunities. 

 

A discussion regarding various funding opportunities took place specifically with regard 

to how the City might need to assist or participate in requesting grant funds to 

implement the concept. It was noted that Metro Measure R funding would likely fund 

the I-710 interchange to Alondra. Additionally, ATP funds could be sought for the Class 

1 bike lanes as well as RMC funds including proposition 1 and 68 could be sought for 

storm water features. Urban greening elements could also be funded through grant 

opportunities. 

 

The City noted that they would provide the BRT bus shelter schematic as a reference 

item for the team. 

 

Corridor wide considerations regarding continuity along the 20 mile stretch of Atlantic 

Corridor was discussed. This includes consideration of both the physical and aesthetic 

types of features including bike facility continuity, acknowledging the changes in 

speed limits, various types of parking restrictions and/or a future consideration of 

corridor aesthetics including a themed landscaped pallet and/or wayfinding. It was 

noted that all jurisdictions are able to implement features consistent with their own 
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preferences as the Study can only make recommendations that could not be 

mandated. 

 

City staff noted the support for the concepts developed and presented. 

 

Meeting #3 

 

On Thursday, October 22, 2020, a third meeting was held with the City of Compton. It 

was noted that this meeting is an informal check-in and not an officially scheduled 

meeting within our overall schedule. 

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Michael Antwine City of Compton Assistant City 

Manager 

mantwine@comptoncity.org 

John Strickland City of Compton Project Manager jstrickland@comptoncity.org 

Dan Garcia Interwest Consultant City Eng. Consultant drgarcia@interwestgrp.com 

Kekoa Anderson KoaGCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

Traci Gleason Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer traci@koaconsulting.net 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

 

The introduction included a review of the agenda which included the existing 

conditions, constrains, data from the GCCOG field review, project location map and 

the previous two meeting minutes. A review of the focus area exhibit was presented. 

The focus area extends from the City of Long Beach limit north to the Alondra 

intersection and East to the LA River entrance. This concept includes a Class 1 bicycle 

path up the east side of the Atlantic Corridor to the Alondra Boulevard and eastward 

around the I-710 ramps to the LA River entrance. The exhibit showed a viewpoint 

concept on the bridge over the LA River, along Atlantic, for sightseeing and/or just a 

place to stop.  

  

Following the focus area review, the forum was open to questions/comments, the City 

asked if there will be any bridge work on Atlantic Blvd crossing the LA River in the Long 

Beach area, is that part of the project, will the City participate and will Long Beach be 

the lead.  The team responded by stating that it is part of it and will be coordinated 

with the City to tie it in together.  The report will be used to secure funding for the 

improvements. The team provided an overview of the purpose of the study. The City 

followed with a question/comment asking that they assume that the underpass portion 

will be covered by the SR-710 improvements. The team stated that they are preparing 

the exhibits for Ernesto (Metro) to allow for the intersections to be completed early.  If 

the two bridges over the freeway and over the LA River tied together will conceptually 

work. The team emphasized on a multijurisdictional would be beneficial to the City 

because they are located in the center of the project area. 

  

The proposed cost estimate for the focus area is not available at this time since we are 

developing the concept, but the final report will have the cost. Overall, the City agreed 

that the concept included all their previous comments and there are no additional 

comments. 
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A review of the schedule was provided. Public Outreach was discussed as an option 

for the City and they will let us know if they would like to have a public outreach focus. 

  

Background information was provided in regard to the existing homeless conditions 

near the LA River. In addition, they provided information about a development for 

affordable housing that includes two parcels near SR-710/Alondra Blvd. They plan on 

incorporating streetscape elements, pedestrian paths, and sidewalks. They would like 

to integrate some of the design elements of the focus area. The City will look into the 

allowed turning movements into and out of the development. 

 

3.9.3 Concept Area Focus Development 

This section evaluates the existing conditions and findings that develops a variety of 

multimodal Corridor improvements bundled into four proposed Street Designations, 

which are then used to develop the Concept Focus Areas (FA’s), as part of the overall 

creation of the Atlantic Corridor Complete Streets Corridor Study. The various possible 

street designations were shown during original scoping of the project, and further 

discuss during the jurisdictional meetings. The FA’s are specific locations, or nodes, that 

are modified and developed for each jurisdiction to provide a concept plan illustrating 

a multimodal Complete Street concept. The “toolkit” of Street Designations, shown 

back in Section 2, are applied along the Corridor as appropriate and agreed to with 

the jurisdiction, and are primarily used as a baseline to help develop and quantify the 

high-level future Corridor concept along with cost estimates.  

 

The following includes the Concept Focus Areas for the City of Compton. 



 

The Atlantic Corridor Complete Street Evalutation & Master Plan Study  135 
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The Atlantic Corridor Complete Street Evalutation & Master Plan Study  141 

 

3.9.4 Order of Magnitude Cost Estimates 

The cost estimate for the City of Compton was developed as part of the study. The cost 

estimate includes the type of features, or general typical section, which should be 

considered as part of the Master Plan.  This also includes any special features that might 

be unique to the City, based on the focus areas developed applied to the entire length 

of the City’s segment within the Corridor. 

  

The following is a summary of the order of magnitude cost estimate for the City of 

Compton: 
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3.10 City of Long Beach 

The Atlantic Corridor’s most southerly segment extends approximately 8 miles within the 

city of Long Beach. The following section includes the data collection and review of 

existing conditions, the meetings held with City staff, the concept focus areas that were 

developed, as well as the high-level cost estimate.  

 

Two focus areas were developed. One location was at the north end of the reach tying 

into the City of Compton and extending south to Artesia Boulevard, where the City of 

Long Beach also is planning to implement a complete street plan. The other focus area 

south of W. Anaheim Street, which is a southerly segment of the corridor.  Through the 

effort of this study, complete street elements such as bus stop improvements, bioswales, 

bicycle lanes, street trees, landscaped medians and drought tolerant landscape 

opportunities are shown within the focus area concept maps. 
 

3.10.1 Data Collection and Review of Existing Conditions 

As part of this project, extensive data was collected, along the Corridor. A detailed field 

review was completed in the City of Long Beach, which included both driving and 

walking the entire project limits. The field reviews included a general inventory of the 

overhead utilities, landscaped medians, ADA access, the changes in land uses, transit 

facilities and drainage/ponding during the few rain events.  

 

The Existing Conditions Data Summary table including all the roadway features along 

the Corridor within the City, including lane widths, information on medians, sidewalks, 

approximately right of way widths and if there are bicycle lanes, were inventoried. In 

addition to the roadway/Corridor features detailed in the Existing Condition Data 

Summary table, additional information regarding overhead utilities, ADA access and 

transit facilities was also collected. Overhead utilities on poles exist for a significant 

length of the Corridor. These facilities include communication and 

transmission/distribution lines for electrical power.  

 

This data helps access whether impacts and relocations should be considered as part 

of the master plan implementation along with another magnitude cost estimate that 

would be applied for potential improvements. The Corridor generally has sufficient 

sidewalk widths and ADA ramps to street level, with a few exceptions. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS DATA SUMMARY 
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3.10.2  Project Meetings 

Meeting #1 

 

On Tuesday, February 4th, 2020, a meeting was held with the City of Long Beach staff 

to discuss the constraints deficiencies and opportunities for the Atlantic Corridor 

through the City of Long Beach. 

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Carl Hickman City of Long Beach 

Trans. Mobility 

Bureau 

City Traffic Engineer Carl.Hickman@longbeach.gov 

Alvin Papa City of Long Beach 

Engineering Bureau 

Engineering Bureau 

Manager / City Engineer 

Alvin.Papa@longbeach.gov 

Vanessa 

Barrientos 

Southstar/GCCOG Outreach vanessab@southstareng.com 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

 
 The City of Long Beach expressed interest in focusing the study on pedestrians, back-

in diagonal parking, potential Class 1 bike lanes, connectivity hubs, urban greening, 

green streets and stormwater elements throughout the corridor. The City is opened to 

minimizing lane widths, as well as developing a mixed downtown/claiming corridor 

within specific sectors of the corridor. 

 

The City confirmed the following areas of possible focus: 

1. LA River South at the I-710 near City of Compton boundary 

2. Artesia Boulevard and the SR-91 

3. Anaheim Intersection and Connection to the LA River Along Anaheim C.S.M.P. 

4. Hamilton Loop 

5. Pacific Coast Highway 

6. South of 7th Street 

 

The City offered several documents to share with the team to provide further evaluation 

of the proposed focus areas. Long Beach will provide the Uptown Plan, the Hamilton 

Loop draft presentation, and the Atlantic Avenue Streetscape Strategy. The GCCOG 

will provide a link to the STP Hotspots document to the City.  

 

Field Review Observations: 
Major Intersections 2 Lanes - Each 

Direction w/ 

Turning Lanes 

Raised 

Median 

Striped 

Median 

Bike 

Lane 

Street Parking 

(Double and 

Single Side) 

Ocean Blvd to E Willow Street Y  Y N Y 

Willow Street to Catalina 

Street 

Y Y  N Y 

Catalina Street to E Spring 

Street 

Y  Y N  
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Major Intersections 2 Lanes - Each 

Direction w/ 

Turning Lanes 

Raised 

Median 

Striped 

Median 

Bike 

Lane 

Street Parking 

(Double and 

Single Side) 

E Spring Street to E 33rd Street Y Y  N Y 

E 33rd Street to 36th Street Y  Y N N 

36th Street to E Bixby Street Y Y  N N 

E Bixby Street to E San 

Antonio Dr 

Y  Y  N 

E San Antonio Dr to 52nd 

Street 

Y  Y N Y (Single Side) 

52nd Street to South Street Y Y  Y N 

South Street to E 59th Street Y Y  N Y 

E 59th Street to E Harding 

Street 

Y Y  N Y 

E Harding Street to E Artesia 

Blvd 

Y Y  Y Y 

E Artesia Blvd to N Atlantic Pl Y Y  N N 

N Atlantic Pl to LA River Y  Y N Y 

 

Meeting #2 

 

On Thursday, May 21st, 2020, a second meeting with the City of Long Beach was held 

to follow up on previous discussion, highlighting the focus areas outlined during meeting 

1.  

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Carl Hickman City of Long Beach 

Trans. Mobility Bureau 

City Traffic Engineer Carl.Hickman@longbeach.gov 

Alvin Papa City of Long Beach 

Engineering Bureau 

Engineering Bureau 

Manager / City 

Engineer 

Alvin.Papa@longbeach.gov 

Paul Vandyk City of Long Beach City Traffic Engineer Paul.vandyk@longbeach.gov 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

 

The introduction included a recap of the kickoff meeting, as well as a presentation of 

the agenda which included the newly obtained existing condition data from the 

GCCOG Team field review, and the project location map along the Corridor. 

  

Several concepts were shared including the Compton connection to Long Beach 

along the Corridor including the access to the LA River. Also shown was the Atlantic/91 

intersection interchange area. Other exhibits included potential water quality elements 
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and aesthetics tied into open space, noting that several water resource locations will 

be identified along the Corridor including within Long Beach.  

  

An exhibit of Atlantic Avenue near Artesia Boulevard with a viewpoint rendering was 

also discussed, and some feedback was obtained regarding the ability to fit in bicycle 

lanes that could require lane width reduction. Ideally, the city would like to see a Class 

4 or Class 1 Bike Route along the Corridor. For a Class 4 Bike Route, six (6) foot lanes 

would be required, and vehicular lanes could be reduced. Currently, there is no room 

for additional 6-foot bike lanes, which is why the FA shows class III. Right of way would 

be required for 6-foot bike lanes, which could be significant. 

  

The City noted they would like additional wayfinding opportunities as they have their 

own plan, but it could be updated and or incorporated into a cohesive Corridor vision 

specifically for the LA River Trail.  

  

The City noted that they would provide several reference items: 

1. SCAG grant application for south of 7th Street to Ocean Boulevard that includes 

a proposal to implement a road diet. 

2. Safety analysis report that identified some priority zones along the Atlantic 

Corridor 

3. LLG parking analysis for the Corridor 

 

The City is also interested in transit hubs including Long Beach Transit (LBT), where areas 

of interface would match up with Metro as well as micro mobility hubs including bike 

share options. 

 

Pedestrian light locations were touched upon and it is the City’s goal to retrofit them to 

be LED.  

 

It was noted that there were likely areas of space, or right of way, constraints and the 

GCCOG team noted that a technical table within the report could be created to 

identify the areas of constraint were right of way could be required. The City could then 

utilize it in the future to develop right of way needs, based on their own city priorities 

and interests. 

 

The City provided direction that the best section to be studied as a Focus Area would 

along the Atlantic Corridor that ties into Artesia Boulevard, the SR- 91, and the LA River 

connection tying into the City of Compton.  

 

Corridor wide considerations regarding continuity along the 20 mile stretch of Atlantic 

Corridor was discussed. This includes consideration of both the physical and aesthetic 

types of features including bike facility continuity, acknowledging the changes in 

speed limits, various types of parking restrictions and/or a future consideration of 

corridor aesthetics including a themed landscaped pallet and/or wayfinding. It was 

noted that all jurisdictions are able to implement features consistent with their own 

preferences as the Study can only make recommendations could not be mandated. 
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Based on the Metro BRT top 15 Corridor study that is ongoing, and Atlantic Corridor 

being identified as a potential BRT candidate, the Corridor merits was discussed. The 

City noted that space is very valuable and if BRT were willing to share a lane that it 

could be considered. Transit priority lanes for signalization could also be considered. 

BRT would be welcomed on Long Beach Boulevard, arriving in Long Beach from 

Atlantic and shifting to Long Beach Boulevard via Artesia. 
  

Lastly, the City noted that they are working on an open streets plan based on COVID-

19 which is a work in process vision. This plan could propose utilizing traffic lane for 

curbside pickup or even restaurant dining. There is also potential for closure of streets. 

The goal of the plan is to be flexible and help keep businesses open while the City 

supports social distancing and the most recent Health Order. 

 

Meeting #3 

 

On Monday, September 14, 2020, a third meeting was held with the City of Long Beach. 

The purpose of the meeting was to go over progress on the City’s focus area along the 

Corridor and to address comments from the July 23rd TAC meeting. It was also to 

provide updates to how the City’s focus area fits in with the overall Corridor 

connectivity. 

 
Name Agency/Firm Title Email 

Carl Hickman City of Long Beach 

Trans. Mobility 

Bureau 

City Traffic Engineer Carl.Hickman@longbeach.gov 

Alvin Papa City of Long Beach 

Engineering Bureau 

Engineering Bureau 

Manager / City Engineer 

Alvin.Papa@longbeach.gov 

Paul Vandyk City of Long Beach City Traffic Engineer Paul.Vandyk@longbeach.gov 

Luke Klipp City of Long Beach Special Projects Luke.Klipp@longbeach.gov 

Yvette Kirrin Southstar/GCCOG Project Manager yvette@kes-inc.com 

Kekoa Anderson Koa/GCCOG COG Staff Engineer kekoa@koaconsulting.net 

 

Corridor wide considerations including the BRT was discussed as ongoing coordination 

will continue regarding each agency’s enthusiasm and/or input regarding feasibility to 

develop and implement a fully dedicated or partial/hybrid BRT system along the 

Atlantic Corridor, to incorporate into the report as well as to provide back to Metro.  

 

Another Corridor wide consideration that was mentioned was the proposed bicycle 

connectivity table, to be provided within the report that includes the proposed bike 

facilities, by agency, and by class type along the Corridor, including the gaps (if any) 

and the recommendation for rider continuity. 

 

It was noted that opportunities for tree gutters, bioswales and water quality systems are 

all part of the treatment train and are being considered as part of this project.  

 

The City staff requested for boulders not to be shown as monuments in exhibits, since it 

has become safety concern. 
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Based on the TAC meeting review package from July 23, 2020, a comment regarding 

the City wanting us to inventory parklets was discussed. Clarification was provided that 

a few Focus Areas (FA’s), are being prepared for each jurisdiction to include a couple 

of different examples, which incorporate typical sections and features that represent 

the City’s graphical vision of what the Corridor could look like, if fully designed and 

constructed. This also allows us to apply the typical section features to an overall cost 

estimate based on linear feet of Corridor. City staff agreed that the team should show 

a few examples of temporary to permanent parklets, only on the FA exhibit. For 

example, it was noted that a bulb out could be used as a temporary parklet for 

restaurant dining, as well as the possible use of a parking lane, or a relocated a bus 

base, in order to help businesses during COVID-19 remain open and operational. 
 

The team confirmed the FA’s, including the first one along the Atlantic Corridor near 

Artesia Boulevard and SR 91 up to the Compton City limit.  The team noted the need to 

determine where all the pedestrian access along the LA River Trail is located, in order 

to help provide wayfinding signs as a Corridor-Wide consideration. For this particular 

area access along the east side of the LA River trail at Alondra.  It was noted that there 

is an incorrect north arrow on the exhibit and would be fixed. 

 

The second FA is located at the Atlantic Avenue and Anaheim Street intersection. This 

idea proposed a scramble crosswalk and a class one bicycle lane on the east side of 

the street. It was noted that there are no driveways in this particular section.  Carl noted 

his personal support of the concept, but he did not know if a scramble would be 

supported by the City, even though the increase pedestrian safety, based on the signal 

time needed to keep operations acceptable. It would also need to be determined 

where the bike path would extend to as a limit. It was noted that the Atlantic section 

from Ocean to 7th Street could be a consideration by the City, as they envision a road 

diet extending up to Anaheim/Atlantic.   
 

3.10.3 Concept Area Focus Development 

This section evaluates the existing conditions and findings that develops a variety of 

multimodal Corridor improvements bundled into four proposed Street Designations, 

which are then used to develop the Concept Focus Areas (FA’s), as part of the overall 

creation of the Atlantic Corridor Complete Streets Corridor Study. The various possible 

street designations were shown during original scoping of the project, and further 

discuss during the jurisdictional meetings. The FA’s are specific locations, or nodes, that 

are modified and developed for each jurisdiction to provide a concept plan illustrating 

a multimodal Complete Street concept. The “toolkit” of Street Designations, shown 

back in Section 2, are applied along the Corridor as appropriate and agreed to with 

the jurisdiction, and are primarily used as a baseline to help develop and quantify the 

high-level future Corridor concept along with cost estimates.  
 

The following includes the Concept Focus Areas for the City of Long Beach. 
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3.10.4 Order of Magnitude Cost Estimates 

The cost estimate for the City of Long Beach was developed as part of the study. The 

cost estimate includes the type of features, or general typical section, which should be 

considered as part of the Master Plan.  This also includes any special features that might 

be unique to the City, based on the focus areas developed applied to the entire length 

of the City’s segment within the Corridor. 

  

The following is a summary of the order of magnitude cost estimate for the City of Long 

Beach: 
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4 COST ESTIMATE & FUNDING 

4.1.1 Cost Estimate 

The intent of the high-level cost estimate is to provide a general magnitude of capital 

cost necessary to plan, design and construct the projects. 

 

The Order of Magnitude cost estimates are based on  

1. Street Designations 

2. The specific improvements that each jurisdiction wishes to incorporate 

3. Current/recent bid packages from improvements that have similar bid items 

were utilized in the calculation the cost estimates 

 

The high-level estimates include the necessary planning, environmental, design and 

construction costs to construct the Corridor improvements for each jurisdiction. The 

details of the cost estimate are included in each of the jurisdictional tabs within this 

report. 
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4.1.2 Funding 

The next steps include an implementation strategy necessary to secure funding for the 

project.  Building the project can be completed in a variety of ways, including the 

following funding opportunities: 

 
General Funding Opportunities How Funds can be used:  

Phases & Eligibility 

Caltrans Sustainability Planning Phase Only 

Caltrans Active Transportation Program Planning Phase Only, can be specific 

to Safe Routes to School 

California Cap & Trade All Phases, per submission 

requirements, Construction Phase 

LA-River (AB-530) Could be used to improve 

accessibility near the LA River, all 

Phases 

Gateway Urban Greening (WCA) Could be used to improve 

accessibility near the watersheds, all 

Phases 

RMC Prop 1 Could be used to improve 

accessibility near the watersheds, all 

Phases 

Caltrans Highway Safety Improvement Plan 

(HSIP) 

Improves Traffic Safety, Construction 

Phase 

City Specific Prop. A For all Phases, along Transit Related 

Improvements 

City Specific Prop. C Flexible use for all phases along High-

Quality Transit Corridor 

Metro Call for Projects Flexible Use, speculative if “Call” will 

be announced including timing 

Local Return Measure R Flexible use for all phases 

Local Return Measure M Flexible use for all phases 

Federal Programs such as the TIGER Grant Flexible use for Construction Phase 

Safe Clean Water Program (SCWP) For all Phases 

 

The competitive funding options available will be monitored by GCCOG staff work, 

who will coordinate with the cities.  Once a source is identified, coordination will take 

place regarding the pieces or portions of the Corridor that fit within the requirements of 

the funding opportunity.  GCCOG staff will identify opportunities and coordinate with 

the city a strategy for being able to submit the necessary justification for funds.  
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5 COVID-19 CONSIDERATIONS 

On March 15, 2020, seven San Francisco Bay Area counties order their 7 million residents 

to shelter in place and only go outside for food, medicine and other essentials. Four 

days later on March 19, 2020, Newsom issued the nation’s first statewide stay-at home 

order, closing all nonessential businesses and restaurant dining. This was the beginning 

of a pandemic caused by Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is an infectious disease 

caused by a newly discovered coronavirus called SARS-CoV-2.  Approximately two 

months after the Atlantic Corridor study commenced. Not only has it impacted the 

logistics regarding this study but has significantly impacted the agencies and our 

communities in profound ways. After the agencies adjusted to the new norm of 

conducting business, the study continued through a new technology Zoom, that 

provided a videotelephony service for the agencies and the team. 

  

From a transportation perspective, the traffic volumes have been significantly reduced 

on all transportation facilities within the state. Additionally, many of the businesses have 

been significantly impacted including those long this Corridor, to the point of not only 

losing in revenue and employment but sometimes the closure of the business 

altogether.  Agencies/jurisdictions have been very accommodating regarding 

attempts to accommodate business by allowing them to utilize sidewalks and 

sometimes parking areas to conduct business that allows for social distancing to 

minimize COVID-19 transmission spreading. It is unknown how long businesses will need, 

or wish, to conduct affairs outdoors and to utilize sidewalk and parking areas.   

  

Governor Newsom's limited stay-at-home order issued on Nov. 19, as well as the 

broader regional order he signed on December 3 that went into effect on December 

6-21, thus eliminating essential businesses including outdoor restaurant dinning in hopes 

of slowing the unprecedented spread of the coronavirus in California. This is the second 

financial impact the businesses along the corridor have experienced, also impacting 

the traffic volumes. 

 

The first vaccine was released in the US on the week of December 14, 2020. While there 

are many unknowns regarding who and how many will be vaccinated and when 

restrictions will be lifted in LA county and statewide, it is hard to determine if business 

operations will ever resume normally and/or if traffic volumes will ever return again to 

what they were pre-pandemic.  

  

COVID-19 has changed the way people work, including in acceptance of remote 

work/telecommuting which may remain a permanent solution for some. This could help 

to keep traffic volumes low, if remotely working continues to be widely 

acceptable.  And in this particular case, this may allow a transformation of the Corridor, 

if the high volumes are no longer needed, resulting in being able to reduce lanes, or 

configure them differently, to make room for additional complete streets features. 

Outdoor dining can become the new normal and sidewalks will be impacted or the 

need to minimize lane widths to accommodate both businesses and pedestrian traffic.   
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6 STEPS FORWARD 

Steps forward can include a variety of options. From a general standpoint, the project 

will follow the traditional project development process, as included in section 2.4.  

Additionally, the project will need to be broken into components by mode or by 

specific geographical section depending on the funding opportunity. Because the 

Corridor is large and the cost estimate is high, a multi variable funding plan is necessary 

in order to implement the master plan. The graphic on the following page illustrates the 

typical project development program timeline and major events necessary to deliver 

a large capital improvement project.  

 

Additionally, several examples of how the project could be implemented are as follows: 
 

Option 1 Fund a geographical section of the master plan including all concept 

characteristics shown in the master plan.  

Option 2 Fund only a portion, such as aesthetically consistent bus shelters, for the 

overall Corridor. 

Option 3 Fund the full concept for intersections only and tie in to the Atlantic 

Mainline until additional funding becomes available. 

 

There are likely many options to implementing the Master Plan and the Gateway Cities 

is available to identify funding opportunities consistent with the Corridor Master Plan.
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