
MINUTES OF THE MEETING  
OF THE GATEWAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS  

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  
Wednesday, February 1, 2023 

4:00 P.M. Meeting  

Gateway Cities Council of Governments  
MEETING REMOTE LOCATION: VIA ZOOM  

 
Chair - MTA Director, Whittier Councilmember – Fernando Dutra 

 

Meeting called to order at 4:05 pm by MTA Director, Councilmember Fernando 

Dutra – City of Whittier. Roll call was taken by self-introduction. 

#  City/Agency Present Absent 

1. Ali Saleh COG Board President X  

2. Ariel Pe COG 1st Vice President X  

3. 
 

Board of Directors Member 
Appointed by the President 

  

4. Fernando Dutra, Chair MTA Board of Directors X  

5. Emma Sharif Board of Directors Member 
Appointed by the President 

X  

6. Maria Davila Board of Directors Member 
Appointed by the President 

 X 

7. Luke Klipp Office of Sup. Hahn X  

8. Ben Feldman Office of Sup. Solis  X 

9. Marisol Barajas  Transit Operator/Long Beach 
Transit 

X  

10. Steven Neal  Port of Long Beach X  

11. Thaddeus McCormack CM Steering Committee, Chair X  

12. Ernie Hernandez  City Manager, City of Lynwood   X 

13. Tyler Bonanno  City of Long Beach X  

14. Ed Norris Public Works Officer  X 

15. Bill Pagett Public Works Officer X  

  
 

Total -  10 4 

  

OTHERS PRESENT: Nancy Pfeffer, Ana Pantoja, Marisa Perez, Joel Arevalos, Sandra 

Mora, Jessica Hale, Karen Heit, Melani Smith -  GCCOG Staff; Norman Emerson – 

Emerson & Associates; Nancy Michali – Michali Consulting; Melanie Paz – City of 

Norwalk; Bruce Barrows, Mariel Angeles – City of Cerritos; Nicolas Cabeza – City of Long 

Beach; Juan Munoz Guevara,  City of Lynwood; Karen Lee – City of Artesia; Shannon 

DeLong – City of Whittier; David Fenn – City of West Hollywood; Raffi Hamparian, Maritza 

Romero, Michael Turner, Mark Dierking, Michael Can, Ray Sosa, Alejandro Alvarado, Isai 



Rosa - LA Metro; Shana Espinoza, Nina Turner, Sara Baumann – Port of Long Beach; 

Susan DeSantis - Arellano Associates; Viviana Gomez – Office of Sup. Hahn; Bill 

Stracker – JM Diaz; Andrew Choice – LA County Department of Public Works; Rajat 

Parashar – Kimley-Horn; Eric Shen – Eco-Rapid Transit; Unidentified Callers ending in 

2794 and 4424.  

The meeting was called to order by MTA Director Fernando Dutra at 4:11 pm, attendance 

was taken by self-introduction. There were no public comments but there was a letter sent 

under public comment by the City of Cerritos.  The  letter was sent to all Transportation 

Committee members and would become part of the record.  There were no matters from 

staff or amendments to the agenda. The consent calendar was approved by a roll call 

vote.  

Director Dutra started with his update for the January Metro Board Meeting. He began by 

discussing the End-of-Line Policy on the Metro System and the unhoused departing  

trains before they return for servicing. He went over the unhoused survey taken over 

during nights. An average of 45 people per day were identified as experiencing 

homelessness. The survey showed that the majority of those exiting the station were not 

experiencing homelessness. Half of those identified as homeless accepted offers of 

service. He indicated that there was movement for more collaboration between the cities 

and the MTA to resolve this issue.  

Director Dutra also reported on the contract amendment for the Eastside Extension Phase 

2  to allow for the environmental clearance for the project to enter the CIG process. 

Director Dutra then went on to the West Santa Ana Branch (WSAB) advocacy update. 

The federal government did not award the project the MEGA grant nor did it receive a 

TIRCP state grant. The failure of these grant efforts leaves a huge gap in the funding 

plan. He introduced Michael Turner and Raffi Hamparian representing MTA Government 

Affairs. Mr. Turner began repeating that WSAB did not receive any TIRCP funds. Mr. 

Turner indicated that there would be future rounds of TIRCP funding. Mr. Cano indicated 

that LA County received over a billion statewide TIRCP capacity although the Inglewood 

project is not an MTA project. There were only two projects approved. Mr. Cano stated 

that transit projects were not the focus of MEGA, which is one of the reasons the WSAB 

was not selected, as well as lack of project readiness (completed environmental 

document). Mr. Cano indicated that the selected projects were more freight focused. 

Director Dutra asked about the ambitiousness of submitting the project without completing 

the environmental review process and when would WSAB be ready for resubmitting.  Mr. 

Turner reminded the Transportation Committee about the 28X28 effort that listed the 

WSAB as the number one federal priority. Mr. Hamparian reiterated the freight-focused 

element for the MEGA grant and that the winners were mostly freight projects. Mr. 

Hamparian indicated that the next round of MEGA may be more transit friendly. Mr. 

Hamparian indicated that the project needs a strong financial plan to become a successful 

awardee for federal money. The financial plan has risk elements including the San Pedro 

Bay Ports and Union Pacific Railroad issues that appear to be almost resolved. Mr. Cano 



summarized the lack of a completed environmental review and the rail project risks, as 

well as project readiness and how that affected the award process.  

Mr. Turner went on to discuss the risk of the Governor removing $2 billion from 

transportation money to balance the budget, this is the challenge facing transit financing. 

Luke Klipp, Supervisor Hahn’s Office, asked what can be done to maintain the $2 billion 

dollars in transit money in the budget and commented on how the ITC moved in front of 

WSAB. He commented on how the WSAB has been studied for over a decade and still 

has not achieved project readiness and how disappointing that is to the communities.  

Mr. Turner indicated that there needs to be a broader conversation about project status. 

Mr. Klipp further asked if not receiving TIRCP money will impact on the award of CIG 

funds. Mr. Hamparian indicated that there might be an issue with the future success of 

CIG for WSAB. Ray Sosa, Deputy Chief Planning Officer, added to what Mr. Hamparian 

stated about the WSAB. Director Dutra made a comparison between the size of the ITC 

project and WSAB being an influential factor. Mr. Klipp asked if not receiving the 

requested grants will be an influential factor in future awards. Mr. Hamparian replied it 

would be a factor for consideration of an award. Mr. Hamparian replied that the Planning 

Department is working on a solid funding plan for the MTA rail construction program.  Ray 

Sosa, Metro Deputy Chief Planning Officer, came on the line to reinforce previous 

statements about the complexity of the WSAB project and to assure the Committee and 

project area cities that the MTA is committed to the project. Thaddeus McCormick 

expressed concurrence with Mr. Klipp’s assessment. Director Dutra asked for a 

continuing dialog and indicated he would continue to seek clear answers.  

Director Dutra next introduced Shannon DeLong, Assistant City Manager, City of Whittier, 

to report on the activities of the Washington Boulevard Coalition and the disposition of the 

3% local contribution. She related that three cities and the County would be responsible 

for over $50 million each. She talked about the impact of MTA retaining the 15-years of 

Measure M local return and the impact on the cities. She asked about the impact of 

specialized design work and the maintenance yard and who would bear those costs. She 

went on to mention the fact that developer contributions are not counted toward the 3% 

local contribution. She also talked about the system-wide benefit from the maintenance 

facility. All of the above concerns are being gathered in a memo to the MTA. Seeing no 

objections, the item was received and filed.  

Director Dutra then introduced Eco-Rapid JPA Executive Director Eric Chen who gave an 

update on a resolution approved by the Eco-Rapid JPA Board’s support of working with 

MTA and being the voice of the member cities. He also announced that Supervisor Hahn’s 

office would become a member agency for the JPA, with Luke Klipp representing the 

office.    

Director Dutra introduced Karen Heit, COG Transportation Analyst, who presented 

options for the Subregional Equity Program (SEP) funds. Ms. Heit began by reviewing the 

origin of SEP and the program options that were discussed at the last Transportation 



Committee meeting. She went over the recommended disposition of the $10 million five-

year allocation and the potential to request a larger sum of $120 million to write down the 

3% local contribution for the two rail corridor projects. She described the 

recommendations made by the COG City Managers Steering Committee for both the $10 

million allocation and the request to write down the local contribution. She discussed the 

timing for the 3% local contribution and the timing for availability of SEP funding indicating 

that the more lead time is preferential. 

Luke Klipp made an observation about the figure of $120 million, “should be made 

available to underwrite the 3% local contribution when the funding is due.”  Mr. Klipp also 

requested that the $10 million be focused on active transportation and complete streets. 

Nancy Michali, COG consultant, stated that the WSAB City Manager TAC acknowledged 

that the $60 million in funding might be needed no sooner than 2026 and possibly as-late- 

as 2046.  

A Motion was made to add the following language to the recommendation, “Request $120 

million in future SEP funds to be made available to “write down” the 3% local contribution 

based on the seven WSAB cities and the five Eastside Extension cities - $60 million per 

corridor.” A clarification was made on the creation of a program for the $10 million 

allocated to focus the funding on active transportation and complete streets project 

elements. The committee voted by roll call to send the recommendation to the COG 

Board. The clarification for use of the funds for active transportation and complete streets 

was approved in a separate vote. 

Director Dutra asked MTA Government Affairs Managers Raffi Hamparian and Michael 

Turner to provide the state and federal legislative report. Mr. Turner began by highlighting 

a bill by Assemblymember Friedman to make state expenditures conform to CAPTI 

requirements for climate goals; there are no details to this bill yet. Mr. Turner related 

activities to help prevent the transit fiscal cliff and that the state is not expected to provide 

financial relief to transit agencies during the current year and beyond. MTA is working 

with the CA Transit Association to address these fiscal issues. Transit agencies are not 

looking for additional funding due to anticipated shortfalls but are looking towards 

restructuring of funding programs.  

Mr. Hamparian discussed whether the WSAB is going to make an appearance in the 

budget document – a requirement for the New Starts program. Hamparian mentioned that 

Congressman Garcia has a lot of knowledge regarding the WSAB and has been brought 

up to speed on the project. He also mentioned support from both Senators, 

Congressmember Sanchez and the other area members of Congress.  

Mr. Hamparian reported on the Safe Streets for All project and the $6 million awarded to 

the MTA and the Gateway Cities. He reported on the electrification for the J -line (Silver 

Line) and the jobs development component. The Congressional Transportation and 

Infrastructure Committee is to be run by Sam Graves (R-Missouri). Mr. Hamparian stated 

that the emphasis this year will be on FAA issues and not transit.  



Director Dutra stated that we need to look inward to make projects more cost effective 

and to increase ridership. Borrowing funding from one area to another is not fiscal 

solvency.  

Director Dutra asked if there are any matters from committee members. Seeing none the 

meeting adjourned at 5:40 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


