
MINUTES OF THE MEETING  
OF THE GATEWAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS  

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE  
Wednesday, January 4, 2023 

4:30 P.M. Meeting  

Gateway Cities Council of Governments  
MEETING REMOTE LOCATION: VIA ZOOM  

 
Chair - MTA Director, Whittier Councilmember – Fernando Dutra 

 

#  City/Agency Present Absent 

1. Ali Saleh COG Board President X  

2. Ariel Pe COG 1st Vice President  x 

3. Rick Ramirez Board of Directors Member 
Appointed by the President 

x  

4. Maria Davila Board of Directors Member 
Appointed by the President 

X  

5.  Emma Sharif Board of Directors Member 
Appointed by the President 

X  

6. Fernando Dutra, Chair MTA Board of Directors X  

7. Luke Klipp Office of Sup. Hahn X  

8. Ben Feldman Office of Sup. Solis  x 

9. Marisol Barajas  Transit Operator/Long Beach 
Transit 

 x 

10. Steven Neal  Port of Long Beach X  

11. Thaddeus McCormack CM Steering Committee, Chair X  

12. Ernie Hernandez  City Manager, City of Lynwood   X 

13. Katy Nomura City of Long Beach  x 

14. Ed Norris Public Works Officer X  

15. Bill Pagett Public Works Officer X  

  
 

Total -  10 5 

  

OTHERS PRESENT: Nancy Pfeffer, Sandra Mora, Marisa Perez, Joel Arevalos, 

Jessica Hale, Karen Heit, Melani Smith -  GCCOG Staff; Norman Emerson – Emerson 

& Associates; Nancy Michali – Michali Consulting; Melanie Paz – City of Norwalk, 

Kristin Aguila – City of Cerritos, Nicolas Cabeza – City of Long Beach, Juan Munoz 

Guevara City of Lynwood; Eric Shen - Eco-Rapid Transit; Raffi Hamparian, Mark 

Dierking, Steven Lee, Adam Stephenson, Wally Shidler - LA Metro; Shana Espinoza, 

Nina Turner, Sara Bauman – Port of Long Beach; Natasha DeBenon – Ghirardelli 

Associates; Viviana Gomez – Office of Sup. Hahn; Bill Stracker – JM Diaz.  



The meeting was called to order by MTA Director Fernando Dutra at 4:31 pm, attendance 

was taken by roll call. There were no public comments, there were no matters from staff 

or amendments to the agenda. The Consent Calendar was approved with Maria Davila – 

City of South Gate abstaining.  

Director Dutra began with his Metro update, Director Dutra announced that COG 

Executive Director Nancy Pfeffer gave six months’ notice of her retirement, leaving this 

June. He expressed his gratitude for her leading and shaping the COG into the 

progressive agency it is today.  

Mr. Dutra requested Eric Shen, Eco-Rapid Transit (ERT) JPA Executive Director, present 

first due to a conflict he has with another meeting. Mr. Shen briefly reviewed the ERT 

structure and its member agencies. He explained the goal of connecting WSAB with the 

Glendale-Burbank-Pasadena Airport. He discussed the JPA’s role in advocacy and 

support of the WSAB corridor implementation. He expressed a desire to work with the 

Transportation Committee and the GCCOG Board to achieve this project. Director Dutra 

discussed a meeting that occurred with the JPA and himself as well as the transportation 

deputies.  

Director Dutra reviewed the submission of the MTA’s top three priorities to the state 

TIRCP program and the approval of setting the WSAB as Metro’s number one priority for 

future state funding. Director Dutra went on to report on the Gold Line Eastern Extension 

Phase 2. In December the MTA Board approved the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA)  

including the Lambert station as the project’s terminus. He briefly reviewed the upcoming 

application of the 3% local contribution and the potential for using Subregional Equity 

Program funds for the rail alignments. 

He outlined the advocacy efforts and the status of the various funding programs and the 

rail lines. 

Director Dutra reviewed the 3% local contribution required for all rail alignments. The 

COG is submitting a comment letter on the updated guidelines in hopes that the MTA will 

consider these changes. Suggested changes include accounting for the multi-

jurisdictional nature of the WSAB Corridor. Mr. Dutra indicated that the 3% local 

contribution is a point of contention with the WSAB cities as the amount is very high in 

proportion to the cities’ annual budgets.  Of the ten WSAB cities and the County of Los 

Angeles, seven jurisdictions have the responsibility to provide the 3% local contribution 

according to the MTA’s definition.  

The COG’s goal is to make the guidelines as flexible as possible.  He mentioned that he 

had an opportunity to physically tour the entire alignment to help understand the position 

for the 3%. Director Dutra reviewed the origin of the 3% contribution and thanked the 

WSAB City Manager’s Technical group for developing the recommendations. The COG’s 

recommendations are to: 

 



• Allow transfer of first/last-mile (FLM) project credits between cities 

• Allow transfer of in-kind project credits between cities 

• Allow cities to donate less than 100% of their Local Return Fund (LRF) and 

retroactively use these funds for FLM. 

• Designate I-105 station as a regionally significant facility, like the Crenshaw/LAX 

station which benefits the entire system. He explained that this is a heavy ask but 

logical as the station will serve three light rail lines. 

• Clarify the 3% obligation for future stations – Rio Hondo and City of Cerritos 

stations. Make sure future 3% assessments stay with those future projects.  

The recommendation is to forward the report and recommendations to the COG Board 

for approval and on to the Metro Board for inclusion into the final guidelines. Director 

Dutra called for questions, Luke Klipp commented on the effort that went into these 

recommendations and the creation of a better product. Director Dutra asked for a vote on 

the recommendation to send the report to the COG Board and prepare a letter to MTA. A 

Motion to approve was made by Commissioner Neal and seconded by Commissioner 

Davila. A roll call vote was taken and the item approved.” 

The next report was on the Subregional Equity Program (SEP) funding recommendations 

presented by Karen Heit, GCCOG Transportation Analyst. Ms. Heit gave an overview of 

the development of the SEP during the adoption of Measure M and the 2019 GCCOG 

request for $60 million. The COG request sought some funding to aid low local return (low 

population) Gateway Cities and cover non-highway project components from highway 

projects.  The non-eligible issue became moot when the MTA Board expanded the 

meaning of highway fund programming to include multi-modal projects. Ms. Heit went on 

to discuss the current allocation of $10.1 million of the COG’s $244 million of SEP (2015 

$) over the next five years. She outlined the possibility of programming a portion of this 

money to low local return fund cities and perhaps grant matching funds as well as asked 

for additional ideas.  

Ms. Heit went on to describe SEP requests by other subregions to fund rail project 

development, construction and project overruns and suggested that the GCCOG might 

wish to make such a request. She then went on to outline a suggestion by the WSAB City 

Managers’ Steering Committee to request $120 million to “write-down” the burden of the 

3% local contribution required of alignment cities for the two light-rail projects.  

After the explanation, she asked for additional thoughts and suggestions for both the 

allocated $10.1 million and possibly making a larger, more speculative, request for major 

funding for the rail lines. She reinforced that the $10.1 million is allocated but that we 

would be requesting the larger amount for a future allocation. Director Dutra requested 

questions. Luke Klipp, Supervisor Hahn’s office, provided additional background on the 

genesis of the Subregional Equity Program. He emphasized the importance of requesting 

the funding. He went on to suggest expanding the availability of funds to all cities.  Ms. 

Heit explained that MSP funds have different expenditure rules that would have to be 

followed. Mr. Long Beach Port Commissioner Neal asked about what was expected from 



the Transportation Committee next month as no decision was requested tonight. Ms. Heit 

stated that there would be another look at potential expenditures and explained that the 

use of SEP for 3% may be more palatable because it is not needed right away. MTA will 

do better in meeting funding expectations over a longer time period.  

Director Dutra had a few questions about how Avalon would benefit and Ms. Heit 

explained that Avalon was one of the reasons for subsidizing low local return funding. 

Director Dutra asked about timing on both sets of funding.  Director Dutra recognized 

Mayor Sharif from the City of Compton, who asked for a look at need from cities that 

weren’t mentioned. She wanted to make sure the potential programming is equitable. Ms. 

Heit responded that expenditures could be wide-ranging such as a COG Call-for-Projects. 

COG Director Nancy Pfeffer outlined a path froward for the Transportation Committee to 

review recommendations and pass them on to the COG Board next month.  

Director Dutra introduced Michael Turner and Raffi Hamparian to give the MTA legislative 

update. Michael Turner began with the state report regarding the Governor releasing his 

budget proposal next week. Governor Newsom has to address the allocation of funding 

with consideration of the looming budget deficit. 

Assemblymember Friedman is trying to pass bills that bring local transportation law and 

expenditures into line with current state policies. She is contemplating a bill that will 

severely restrict adding freeway capacity under any circumstances.  This doesn’t work for 

MTA as it would inhibit safety improvements. MTA wants to keep local decision-making 

authority intact. Mr. Turner added that there is a legislative goal of allocating money in 

future budget cycles. This funding is $4 billion, partly in this cycle. The goal needs to 

become an allocation in this budget cycle. MTA will push for these funds to become 

available and benefit WSAB.  

Mr. Hamparian relayed that MTA was not successful in securing federal MEGA grants for 

WSAB and the I-105 Express lane projects. Regions outside of California were much 

more successful. Most of the successful projects were roadway projects, not transit. Mr. 

Hamparian was told that Metro might be considered to be “double dipping” by applying 

for Capital Investment Grants (CIG) as well as MEGA. Mr. Hamparian suggested that it 

is time to step up expressed interest in CIG funding. In bridge replacement funding, 

Northern California did much better with funding for Golden Gate Bridge. DOT is trying to 

clear out older CIG funded projects before taking in new initiatives. Luke Klipp, Supervisor 

Hahn’s office asked if DOT might approve the project budget without this funding, and 

expressed disappointment that this funding would not be coming to WSAB. Mr. Klipp 

asked how CIG can be used to potentially backfill the MEGA loss. Mr. Klipp asked to have 

the alternative funding plan brought forward. Mr. Hamparian suggested moving forward 

with a lobbying trip in the spring to make the project known. 

Director Dutra asked Shannon DeLong if her report on the Washington Blvd. Coalition 

could be moved to February. She agreed, and the meeting was adjourned at 5:50 pm. 

 


