GATEWAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

Transportation Committee
AGENDA

Wednesday, February 2, 2022
Note Start Time - 4:00 P.M. Meeting
Gateway Cities Council of Governments
MEETING REMOTE LOCATION: VIA ZOOM
Register Here:

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_37RfqvZvQKu_SwvZwoM61w
or call in
Phone: 669.900.6833
Meeting ID: 834 4871 2183
AGENDA REPORTS AND OTHER WRITTEN DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE ON
THE GATEWAY CITIES COG WEBSITE AT WWW.GATEWAYCOG.ORG.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: To address the Transportation Committee on any agenda
item or a matter within the Transportation Committee’s purview, you may
provide written comments by 1:00 p.m. of the day of the meeting, via email to
info@gatewaycog.org. All written comments timely received will be distributed
to the Transportation Committee and will become part of the official record.
You may also make oral public comment during the Public Comment period on
the agenda.
I.

CALL TO ORDER

II.

ROLL CALL

III.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA - This is the time and place to change the
order of the agenda, delete or add any agenda item(s).

IV.

PUBLIC COMMENTS – The Transportation Committee will hear from the
public on any item on the agenda or an item that is not on the agenda but
within its subject matter jurisdiction. The Transportation Committee cannot
discuss or take action on any item not on the agenda. The limit for each
speaker is three minutes unless otherwise specified by the Chair. Please use
the “Raise Hand” feature on Zoom to indicate that you wish to make a
comment. If you are calling in, please dial *9 to use the “Raise Hand” feature.
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V.

MATTERS FROM STAFF

VI.

CONSENT CALENDAR: All items under the Consent Calendar may be enacted
by one motion. Any item may be removed from the Consent Calendar and acted
upon separately by the Transportation Committee.
A.

Approval of Minutes – Minutes of the Transportation Committee Meeting
of January 5, 2022

CONSENT CALENDAR ACTION: A MOTION TO APPROVE THE
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS.
VII.

REPORTS
A.

Metro Update, Report by Councilmember Fernando Dutra, Metro Director
SUGGESTED ACTION: A MOTION TO RECEIVE AND FILE REPORT.

B.

West Santa Ana Branch Advocacy Plan Update, Report by Councilmember
Fernando Dutra, Metro Director
SUGGESTED ACTION: A MOTION TO RECEIVE AND FILE REPORT.

C.

AQMD Legislative Update, Report by Philip Crabbe III, AQMD
SUGGESTED ACTION: A MOTION TO RECEIVE AND FILE REPORT.

D.

Metro Federal and State Legislative/Budget Updates, Report by Raffi Haig
Hamparian and Michael Turner, Metro
SUGGESTED ACTION: A MOTION TO RECEIVE AND FILE REPORT.

E.

Metro Technical Advisory Committee Update, Report by Ed Norris, Deputy
Director of Public Works, Downey
SUGGESTED ACTION: A MOTION TO RECEIVE AND FILE REPORT.

F.

Update on Gateway Cities COG I-710 Ad Hoc Committee, Report by Nancy
Pfeffer, Gateway Cities COG Executive Director
SUGGESTED ACTION: A MOTION TO RECEIVE AND FILE REPORT.
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VIII.

MATTERS FROM TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEMBERS

IX.

ADJOURNMENT

NOTICE: New items will not be considered after 5:30 P.M. unless the Transportation
Committee votes to extend the time limit. Any items on the agenda that are not completed
will be forwarded to the next regular Transportation Committee meeting scheduled for
Wednesday, March 2, 2022.
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT, IF YOU NEED
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT
THE COG OFFICE AT (562) 663-6850. NOTIFICATION 48 HOURS PRIOR TO THE
MEETING WILL ENABLE THE COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS TO MAKE
REASONABLE ARRANGEMENTS TO ENSURE ACCESSIBILITY TO THIS MEETING.
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VI. CONSENT CALENDAR
ITEM A.
MINUTES
JANUARY 5, 2022
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF THE GATEWAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
Wednesday, January 5, 2022
4:00 P.M. Meeting
Gateway Cities Council of Governments
MEETING REMOTE LOCATION: VIA ZOOM
Chair - MTA Director, Whittier Councilmember – Fernando Dutra
Meeting called to order at 4:05. Meeting called to order at by MTA Director
Councilmember Fernando Dutra – City of Whittier. Roll call was taken by self-introduction.
#

City/Agency

1. Cinde MacGugan-Cassidy
2. Ali Saleh
3. Marisela Santana
4. Fernando Dutra, Chair
5. Emma Sharif
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Maria Davila
Luke Klipp
Martin Reyes
Lisa Patton

Sharon Weissman
Thaddeus McCormack
Ernie Hernandez
Kevin Jackson/Tyler
Bonnano-Curley
14. Bill Pagett
15. Ed Norris

Present

COG Board President
COG 1st Vice President
Board of Directors Member
Appointed by the President
MTA Board of Directors
Board of Directors Member
Appointed by the President
City of South Gate
Office of Sup. Hahn
Office of Sup. Solis
Transit Operator/Long Beach
Transit
Port of Long Beach
CM Steering Committee, Chair
City Manager, City of Lynwood
City of Long Beach
Public Works Officer
Public Works Officer

Absent
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Total =

11

X
4

OTHERS PRESENT: Nancy Pfeffer, Joel Arevalos, Sandra Mora, Marisa Perez, Karen
Heit, Nancy Michali, Aileen Qin - GCCOG Staff; Norman Emerson – Emerson &
Associates; Michael Kodama, Eco-Rapid Transit; Michael Turner, Meghna Khanna, Raffi
Hamparian, James De La Loza, David Mieger, Armineh Saint, Mark Dierking, Steven Lee
– Metro; Viviana Gomez, Andrew Ross – Los Angeles County; Lisa Rapp, City of
Lakewood; Gregory Farr, Caltrans; Alejandro Huerta, Enterprise Com; Shannon DeLong
– City of Whittier; Christina Skacan, Nina Turner, Theresa Dau-Ngo – Port of Long Beach;
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Hal Dash, Cerrell; Erin Martinez, Long Beach Transit; Lynda Bybee, LSA; Randy Chin,
Keith Nakata – Resident; Natasha DeBenon, Ghirardelli Associates; Naresh Solanki, City
of Cerritos.
The meeting was called to order at 4:05, Self-introductions were made by roll call. There
were no public comments or amendments to the agenda.
Luke Klipp, Transportation Deputy to Supervisor Janice Hahn, announced that most of
the Gateway Cities are now within the Fourth District due to redistricting. Mr. Klipp then
introduced Viviana Gomez, formerly from Assemblymember Cristina Garcia’s office, who
will be assisting with transportation issues. Gateway COG Executive Director, Nancy
Pfeffer announced that the COG hired Aileen Qin to fill the associate planner position.
Ms. Qin would introduce herself at the Board Meeting. The minutes were approved by roll
call.
Metro Director Fernando Dutra gave the Metro update. He began by announcing that
both Long Beach College and Long Beach Transit have enrolled in the K-14 student freefare program. He also announced that the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) will be
selected for the West Santa Ana Branch (Eco-Rapid Transit) Light Rail Line (WSAB) and
that there would be more on that later.
He then introduced MTA Project Manager, Armineh Saint, who gave a presentation on
the Metro Low-Income Fare is Easy (LIFE) program. Ms. Saint discussed the
simplification of the LIFE program from the user perspective. Metro service will resume
fare collection on January 10th. In order to ease into a return of fare collection, the Metro
Board is offering reduced pass prices for six months; LIFE riders will get even a steeper
discount. She reviewed the new structure and announced that LIFE riders from October
15th to January 10th will receive a free 90-day pass.
Ms. Saint reviewed the history of the LIFE program. The program’s origins are in the civil
unrest of 1992. The program was expanded to Countywide service. She went on to talk
about the distribution through food banks, assistance agencies and educational
institutions. She reviewed the short-term needs program for the homeless and recently
incarcerated people who may not have identification or proof of income; these people
may need 4-trip vouchers or taxi vouchers.
She discussed the LIFE program improvements that make the program easier to access.
Self-certification for income is allowed consistent with HUD guidelines. Walk-ins are more
difficult due to the pandemic. Metro is partnering with County agencies that collect and
process similar information for their own programs to also offer LIFE. Ms. Saint went over
how to enroll at various locations as pop-up locations have been suspended due to the
COVID outbreak. Lastly, Ms. Saint provided program contact information. Director Dutra
called for questions. Lisa Patton asked if the free passes were included in the LIFE
program, and how the program is funded. Ms. Saint indicated that the funding for a portion
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is set aside in Measure M and a portion of Prop. C. She also reviewed the expansion of
the program.
Director Dutra next introduced David Mieger and Meghna Khanna to discuss the selection
of the WSAB LPA. Mr. Mieger stated that this is the first Measure M project to reach LPA
selection. He reviewed the status of the funding requests and how the project is viewed
by the Federal Transit Administration. Ms. Khanna reviewed the LPA recommendation.
The LPA will include Los Angeles Union Station (LAUS) as the ultimate terminus for the
WSAB project and Alternative 3 from Artesia to Slauson as the first phase of the project
along with the designation of the maintenance facility in the City of Bellflower. The
recommendation also includes a separate study and environmental clearance for the
northern segment from Slauson to LAUS. Ms. Khanna went into more detail on the
Slauson/A Line (Blue Line) station to Artesia LPA. She described the parking facilities
and the various river crossings. She went over the anticipated project schedule and the
CPUC project approval, property acquisition and utility relocation work. She went over the
steps for project development and the formal phases associated with the federal New
Starts program.
Director Dutra called for questions and Luke Klipp commended staff on getting the project
to this important milestone and that the Supervisor was interested in moving this further
along. Next to speak was Long Beach Harbor Commissioner Sharon Weissman thanking
Metro staff for all of the effort made in moving the project to this milestone. Director Dutra
next called on Councilmember Maria Davila from South Gate who asked if the
environmental should go all the way to LAUS. Ms. Khanna indicated that the Slauson
north portion was currently envisioned as all underground and that there could be more
work on finding a less expensive profile for that segment. Ms. Davila asked about when
the downtown study would be performed. Ms. Khanna mentioned that it would start in
2022 and enter environmental in 2023. Lisa Patton complimented Metro Staff on making
a difficult process understandable.
Director Dutra asked about any fatal flaws with the project such as potential right-of-way
(ROW) issues. Ms. Khanna mentioned the ROW for the maintenance facility was
essentially settled but that there are potential issues with the Union Pacific Railroad (UP)
ROW. UP is willing to work with Metro on this subject. Bell Councilmember Ali Saleh
asked for the breakdown on the two project segments and their dates. He asked why the
project does not start from LAUS south. Ms. Khanna said the project is to provide
construction from the south northward. The northern portion is the least cost effective and
requires additional planning and engineering.
Director Dutra asked about the use of Public/Private Partnerships (P3). James de la Loza,
Metro Chief Planning Officer, explained that the environmental must be completed prior
to engaging the private sector. Director Dutra called for a Motion to receive and file which
was made by Maria Davila and seconded by Luke Klipp. A joint Motion was made to
receive and file reports A & B.
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Director Dutra made a presentation on the WSAB Advocacy Plan. The plan began with
the specifics of the program, including the project cost increase and estimated $5 billion
shortfall. He reviewed the recommended LPA proposal. He reviewed the funding proposal
and the assumed state and federal funding contributions that are not currently secured.
He went on to review the chronology and the expected milestones for the future. He talked
about advancing the Phase 2 portion of the project.
Dutra reviewed the Gateway Cities and Eco-Rapid Transit JPA support of the project and
the recent current agreement on the line implementation.
He reviewed the 11 action items in the advocacy plan. These items are:
1) Distribute letter to the Governor, Speaker, and Senate Pro Tempore (cc: LA
County delegation) regarding the importance of the WSAB as part of the 2022 state
budget deliberations (completed).
2) Request COG Board Members and City Managers to identify business, education,
health care, labor, non-profit, environmental justice and other community
stakeholders who can offer support for WSAB (will be called “stakeholders” in this
document).
3) Gateway Cities COG staff will develop and distribute WSAB sample letter of
support and talking points to COG Board Members, City Managers, and
stakeholders to be used at the Metro Planning and Programming Committee and
Board meetings.
4) Gateway Cities COG staff will develop and launch a WSAB Outreach
Communications Toolkit to be used by COG Board Members, City Managers, and
stakeholders, including content and graphics for posts.
5) Hold a press conference before January 27 Metro Board meeting to demonstrate
support for the project.
6) Working with the Eco-Rapid Transit JPA and the City Managers WSAB TAC,
launch an effort to reach and engage youth in the Gateway Cities area.
7) Hold a competition to identify a WSAB #hashtag and youth social media
“influencers.”
8) COG staff will draft letters for the COG Board to submit to Federal and State
elected officials for key decision milestones related to funding including, but not
limited to federal and state sources.
9) Host a roundtable discussion on WSAB federal and state funding with federal,
state, and local elected officials.
10) Plan advocacy meetings with leaders in Sacramento and Washington D.C. in
Spring 2022, to follow-up on the action items outlined in communications to federal
and state officials. COG staff will prepare talking points for these trips
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11) Any additional ideas?

COG Executive Director Nancy Pfeffer agreed to be the point of contact for more
information. Director Dutra called for and received a vote approving the WSAB Advocacy
Plan.
Director Dutra introduced Raffi Hamparian, Metro Federal Legislative Affairs manager,
who complimented the Advocacy Plan. Mr. Hamparian emphasized the need for unity in
promoting the project. Mr. Hamparian said the upcoming FTA Justice 40 program will be
incorporated into the CIG program and application. Mr. Hamparian mentioned that WSAB
will make a great Justice 40 applicant. Mr. Hamparian mentioned that Congress passed
a continuing resolution which postponed the increased funding allocation. The Feds issue
a notice of funding for mega projects that will provide an additional funding opportunities.
Metro CEO Stephanie Wiggins is carefully reviewing these programs for funding. Lastly,
the Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg will be looking at supply chain issues. On
his next trip the alignment might be reviewed by the Secretary. Mr. Hamparian indicated
that Metro faces a loss with the retirement of Congressmember Lucille Roybal-Allard who
in the past has assisted MTA with receiving funding. Mr. Hamparian suggested that the
GCCOG elected representatives go to Washington DC in March with the APTA and
Chamber groups to promote the project. Director Dutra asked what can COG people do
to support the funding effort and promote WSAB for Justice 40. Mr. Hamparian
encouraged the COG to have Heather Repenning open a channel to the COGs to support
all programs (not just WSAB).
Director Dutra called on Michael Turner, Metro State Affairs Manager, to discuss the state
budget surplus, which could provide a significant portion of the funding gap in the WSAB
plan. Mr. Turner mentioned a potential $500 million cut out for freight infrastructure. There
is a possibility for the Governor’s budget to be released in January. Mr. Turner announced
that the PEPRA/13C issued has been stayed by the courts and federal funding will
continue to flow to Metro. He also announced that David Kim will be leaving his position
as California State Secretary of Transportation to return to Virginia.
Director Dutra introduced Lisa Rapp, Director of Public Works – City of Lakewood, to give
the MTA Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) report. Ms. Rapp went over the workshops
that are ongoing for state active transportation grants. She also reviewed the release of
the scoping program for the Sepulveda Tunnel project. There was a review of the LINKLAUS project and the $950 million Phase 1 project. This project will use the Construction
Management Project Management process that brings on the contractor from the
beginning. Phase 2 involves raising the concourse and raising all the tracks to
accommodate additional passenger areas. The Vermont Transit corridor project was
reviewed for a BRT with future potential light and heavy rail possibilities.
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Director Dutra requested and received a roll call vote recommending the COG Board
approve signing on to support Metro’s “golden opportunity” letter.
There were no matters from Committee members and the meeting adjourned at 5:40 pm.
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VII. REPORTS
ITEM B.
WEST SANTA ANA BRANCH
ADVOCACY PLAN UPDATE
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Transportation Committee Meeting Agenda
February 2, 2022
DATE:

February 2, 2022

TO:

Transportation Committee

FROM:

Marisa Perez, Executive Deputy, Metro Board Member Fernando Dutra

SUBJECT:

Update - Gateway Cities COG West Santa Ana Branch Advocacy Plan

Background
The West Santa Ana Branch (WSAB) is a 19-mile new light rail line from Downtown Los
Angeles to Artesia (Pioneer Station). Metro has identified a $4.6 billion funding gap in
current dollars to construct the entire 19 miles from downtown LA to Artesia. Costs have
increased from the original Measure M expenditure plan estimate of $4 billion to $8.567
billion.
Issue
To secure funding and accelerate schedule completion for WSAB, the COG Board
approved an advocacy plan on January 5, 2022 Completed activities to date are
highlighted in red.
On January 27, 2022, the Metro Board approved the following staff recommended actions
for the Locally Preferred Alternative for the WSAB. This included the following key points
–
•
•
•

•

Approving the Union Station as the terminus for the 19.3-mile West Santa Ana Branch
(WSAB) Project;
Approving the the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) as Slauson/A Line (Blue) to
Pioneer Station with the Maintenance and Storage Facility located in the City of
Bellflower;
Accelerating the Slauson/A Line to Union Station segment before Measure M
Expenditure Plan FY 41-43 by:
o Identifying a cost-effective alignment route in lieu of the all-grade separated
configuration currently assumed for the Slauson/A Line (Blue) to Union Station
segment;
o Reengaging the community to best define a project, including alignment profile,
station locations, and design, that meets the changing mobility needs of Little
Tokyo, Arts District, Union Station and surrounding area residents, employees,
and businesses;
o Preparing a separate environmental document for this segment.
Identifying interim bus connections to connect Slauson/A Line to Union Station
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In addition, the Metro Board approved Motion 10 by Directors Janice Hahn, Hilda Solis,
Holly Mitchell, Eric Garcetti, and Fernando Dutra to accelerate the funding and
construction of WSAB. This included the following key points –
•
•

Adopting as policy that the full West Santa Ana Branch project will be declared
complete once it provides a single-seat ride connecting the City of Artesia (Pioneer
Boulevard) to Los Angeles Union Station via rail
Directing the CEO to:
o A. Identify and pursue accelerated construction of individual project
components and accelerated funding for the locally preferred alternative
including as part of the Transit Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) Cycle 5,
in order to complete it sooner than FY33;
o B. Advance Value Capture and Public-Private Partnership work, including a
Project Development Agreement opportunity, to accelerate and complete the
line into Downtown LA;
o C. To mitigate impacts of a Slauson Ave forced transfer on the existing light rail
system with the initial operating segment’s northern terminus at A Line (Blue)
Slauson Station:
 a. Coordinate with stakeholder agencies, to develop and implement bus
rapid transit service along the future final project alignment between
Slauson Ave and Los Angeles Union Station,
 b. Advance major capital improvements to the Washington/Flower Wye
Junction countywide light rail bottleneck, based on a minimum funding
target of $330 million as defined by previous studies (July 2017) to be
sought through new or future funding opportunities.
o D. As part of the additional study of the Slauson to Union Station segment,
include the following: a. Develop the Little Tokyo station and access, in
collaboration with the Little Tokyo and surrounding communities; b. An
assessment of above-grade/aerial sections of the locally preferred alternative
where cut-and-cover could be constructed at lower cost;
o E. Consistent with the LA River / Rio Hondo Confluence Station’s ongoing
feasibility study, include design elements in the Final EIR for the locally
preferred alternative;
o F. In partnership with community-based organizations, develop a local and
targeted hiring policy and project labor agreement (PLA) for construction jobs
and for permanent jobs to be created by the West Santa Ana Branch Project;
o G. Maintain subregions’ funding apportionments as provided under Measure
M, with any consideration for borrowing across subregions subject to future
Board action. Should it ever become necessary to consider the use of Central
City Subregion funding for construction outside the Central City Subregion, the
Central City Subregion shall be made whole dollar-for-dollar; and,
o H. Report back to the Board in April 2022 with updates
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Recommendation
Receive and File update on the Gateway Cities COG Advocacy Plan for West Santa Ana
Branch (WSAB)
Attachment
•

Updated Gateway Cities COG Advocacy Plan for West Santa Ana Branch (WSAB)
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Gateway Cities COG West Santa Ana Branch (WSAB) Advocacy Plan
Updated January 27, 2022
GOAL: Construct the West Santa Ana Branch from Los Angeles Union Station to
Pioneer Station as quickly as possible.
Based on the Gateway Cities COG Board of Directors West Santa Ana Branch Project
Recommendation adopted on December 1, 2021
1) Distribute letter to the Governor, Speaker, and Senate Pro Tempore (cc: LA County
delegation) regarding the importance of the WSAB as part of the 2022 state budget
deliberations (completed).
2) Request COG Board Members and City Managers to identify business, education,
health care, labor, non-profit, environmental justice and other community stakeholders
who can offer support for WSAB (will be called “stakeholders” in this document). (COG
staff still working with City staff to identify stakeholders).
3) Gateway Cities COG staff will develop and distribute WSAB sample letter of support
and talking points to COG Board Members, City Managers, and stakeholders to be
used at the Metro Planning and Programming Committee and Board meetings (COG
staff worked with City Managers, Mayors, and Councilmembers to submit letters
and public comments for January 2022 Metro Planning Committee and Board
meetings.
Eco-Rapid worked with Metro to secure community-based
participation sites in Artesia, Cerritos, South Gate, Huntington Park, and Little
Tokyo).
a) Provide comments at the Wednesday, January 19 10:30 am Metro Planning and
Programming Committee (need comments to Metro by 5 pm on Jan. 18)
b) Provide comments at Thursday, January 27 10 am Metro Board Meeting (need
comments to Metro by 5 pm on Jan. 26)
c) Work with Metro and Eco-Rapid Transit to identify community-based remote
participation sites for January 27 Metro Board meeting
4) Gateway Cities COG staff will develop and launch a WSAB Outreach Communications
Toolkit to be used by COG Board Members, City Managers, and stakeholders,
including content and graphics for posts - (COG staff working with City staff to
identify key points of contact; completed social media posts related to January
27 Metro Board actions).
a) Identify social media/communication point of contact for each supporter; COG staff
will distribute all communication info to this point of contact
b) Post WSAB information to social media profiles
c) Distribute WSAB information electronically via email/online newsletter
d) Post WSAB information to websites
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e) Draft op-ed pieces for local newspapers and online media
5) Hold a press conference before January 27 Metro Board meeting to demonstrate
support for the project. (Gateway Cities COG staff worked with Supervisor Janice
Hahn’s office to organize a Virtual Rally to demonstrate support for the WSAB.
This was held before the January 27 Metro Board meeting and many COG Board
Members and their city council colleagues participated. Special thanks to Luke
Klipp and Viviana Gomez from Supervisor Hahn’s office for their partnership).
6) Working with the Eco-Rapid Transit JPA and the City Managers WSAB TAC, launch
an effort to reach and engage youth in the Gateway Cities area.
7) Hold a competition to identify a WSAB #hashtag and youth social media
“influencers.”
8) COG staff will draft letters for the COG Board to submit to Federal and State elected
officials for key decision milestones related to funding including, but not limited to:
a) Federal – “Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act/Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal",
focusing on FTA administered “Capital Investment Program” (New Starts Grants);
“Build Back Better Act”; and “Justice 40 Initiative.”
b) State - Transit & Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) and projected FY 2023
Budget Surplus (TIRCP Cycle 5 project nominations are due in March 2022, with
grants awarded in June 2022). (The Metro Board adopted the January 27 Hahn
Motion 10 on WSAB which directed the Metro CEO to “identify and pursue
accelerated construction of of individual project components and
accelerated funding for the locally preferred alternative including as part of
the Transit Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) Cycle 5, in order to
complete it sooner than FY33”).
c) Seek legislative changes to TIRCP - amend current state statute (SB 862-2014
and SB859-2016) to require that at least 40% of the TIRCP funding support
projects benefitting disadvantaged communities, consistent “Justice 40 initiative”.
(Gateway Cities staff is meeting with Metro staff to discuss possible changes
to state legislation or other alternatives).
9) Host a roundtable discussion on WSAB federal and state funding with federal, state,
and local elected officials.
10) Plan advocacy meetings with leaders in Sacramento and Washington D.C. in Spring
2022, to follow-up on the action items outlined in communications to federal and state
officials.
a) COG staff will prepare talking points for these trips
11) Other ideas from COG board members to add to this advocacy plan
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VII. REPORTS
ITEM F.
UPDATE ON GATEWAY CITIES COG I710 AD HOC COMMITTEE, REPORT
BY NANCY PFEFFER, GATEWAY
CITIES COG EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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FINAL
Gateway Cities COG
I-710 Ad Hoc Committee
Principles for the I-710 Corridor
Address the past harms created by the I-710 Freeway by improving conditions for
those who live in and use the corridor, according to the following principles:
Process
A. Ensure community voices are incorporated into decision making about the corridor.
B. Agencies with jurisdiction over different aspects or parts of the corridor – e.g., the I710 freeway, arterial streets, LA River Channel, and utility corridors – need to
collaborate and be accountable.
Air Quality and Health
C. Improve air quality in communities along the I-710 Corridor.
D. Reduce vehicle emissions, including from tires and brakes.
E. Improve the overall health of corridor residents, including mental health.
F. Make the I-710 corridor a national and state priority for deploying zero-emissions
trucks, as well as personal vehicles.
Safety
G. Make the freeway and other roads in the corridor safer for all users, whether they
are in vehicles or not.
H. Increase pedestrian, bicycle, and motor vehicle safety by improving on- and offramps.
I. Work with appropriate agencies to find safe places for people now living along the
freeway.
Mobility
J. Improve mobility by providing more transit and other multimodal travel options,
including freight rail, to reduce congestion and bottlenecks.
Community Experience & Aesthetics
K. No expansion of the freeway and no displacement of homes and businesses.
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FINAL
L. Make the corridor more welcoming by engaging artists from the community and by
adding native vegetation, which can also trap pollution.
M. Enhance signage and way finding.
N. Assist cities in addressing the impact of heavy vehicles on local streets and arterials.
O. Improve pavement materials and maintenance.
P. Ensure corridor communities, including smaller communities, receive benefits from
moving goods in the corridor, not just impacts.
Economy
Q. Ensure corridor residents have access to job opportunities, including jobs that
support families and pay living wages and jobs created in the efforts to improve the
corridor.
R. Improve economic health of the communities in the corridor, including responding to
mobility needs and the need for affordable and low-income housing.
S. Ensure sufficient equitable funding is provided to meet community goals in all cities,
including smaller cities.
T. Ensure support for small and local businesses.

To achieve these visionary principles, consider the following projects, programs,
or policies:
1. Build higher soundwalls to protect residents from air pollution, noise, and other
impacts.
2. Conduct safety audit and targeted safety improvements.
3. Create Zero-Emission (ZE) Zone (encourage all vehicles traveling on the I-710 to be
clean vehicles).
4. Install charging/fueling stations/ZE infrastructure at key locations throughout the
corridor.
5. Support for regional transit program focused on supporting zero-car households,
including community educational programs on transit use.
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6. Propose and pass community stabilization policies that provide a holistic approach
to support impacted communities, to include but not limited to community benefits
and workforce agreements, inclusionary housing policies, locally owned business
support, community land trusts.
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