
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE GATEWAY CTITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

Chair - MTA Director Diane DuBois 
 

Gateway Cities COG Office, 16401 Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA 90723 
June 4, 2014  

 
CALL TO ORDER:  COG President Tony Lima called the meeting to order at 4:03 pm.  
Roll-call was taken by self-introduction. 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  Gene Daniels – Paramount, Ron Bates – Pico 
Rivera, Mohammad Moshtakami – Downey, Tony Lima – Artesia, Bill Pagett – 
Paramount, Brynn Kernaghan – Long Beach Transit, Rosa Perez – Huntington Park, 
Mike Egan – Norwalk, Diane DuBois –Lakewood  
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: James Johnson – Long Beach, Michael Ponce – 
Avalon, Bruce Barrows – Cerritos, Tom Modica – Long Beach  

 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Elba Higueros – Metro, Chelsea Simandle – GCCOG, Karen Heit 
– GCCOG, Ruby Arellano – Metro, Doug Drummond – Long Beach, Yvette Kirrin – I-5 
JPA, Wally Shidler – Gateway Cities Service Sector Council, Robert Levy, Vin Kumar – 
Celts L.A. office, Gladis Deras – Pico Rivera, Danielle Soto – SCAQMD, Maryam 
Adhami – LA County DPW, Chris Buscarino – Parsons Brinkerhoff, Darren Henderson – 
Parsons Brinkerhoff, Jeff Fromhertz – Parsons Brinkerhoff, Bill Stacker – DR 
Consultants, Christine Thramer – Transportation Taskforce, Walt Quesada -- JACOBS.    
 
The Meeting was called to order at 4:15 
 
Minutes from April and May as amended were approved without discussion. 
 
The MTA Board meeting recap was presented by Director DuBois.  Discussion centered 
on the successful passage of a new fare system and the successful passage of the FY 
2015 budget.   
 
Karen Heit, Transportation Deputy, discussed the Draft Short Range Transportation 
Plan and the COG’s accompanying comment letter.  She discussed the general issues 
that the COG has with the plan.  Committee members made comments and 
suggestions about what to add to the comment list such as the addition of the Eco-
Rapid Transit Branch and the Gold Line Eastside Extension into the acceleration 
component of the document.  There was discussion about the availability of future 
funding because of the Full Funding Grant Agreement that was recently awarded to the 
Purple Line Subway Westside Extension.  There was discussion about the future of the 
I-710 project.  Committee members also discussed the congestion and mobility issues 



at the I-5/I-710 interchange.  A motion was made and passed to forward the letter on to 
the full COG board for approval to send it to MTA staff as amended.   
 
Parsons Brinkerhoff, the MTA hired consultant for the I-405 HOV/HOT Conversion 
Feasibility Study, presented their findings and recommendations for the project.  The 
four different possible alternatives and their pros and cons were presented.  The most 
feasible alternatives involved improvements and changes the I-105 and I-605 freeways 
as an alternate route because of physical constraints on the I-405 freeway.   
 
There was discussion among committee members about the impact that these 
recommended alternatives would have to the I-605 and I-105 freeways and the risk of 
bottle neck traffic effects, especially at freeway interchanges.  There was discussion 
about the processes of evaluation and modeling involved with the study.  Ultimately, the 
committee agreed that their preferred alternative would be “Alternative 4” where the I-
105 and I-605 freeways would get HOT lanes and interchange connectors.  Members 
explained that there was too much risk of increased congestion problems and weaving 
without the connectors.  A motion was made and passed to receive and file this report. 
 
Karen Heit updated the committee on LOSSAN.  There was discussion about the 
LOSSAN board working with the State to get new equipment for the Surfliner Line.  A 
motion was made and passed to receive and file this report. 
  
Yvette Kirrin, I-5 JPA Executive Director, updated the Committee on I-5 project 
indicating that the Shoemaker Bridge is now open.  Construction is still ongoing on other 
segments on the projects.  Kirren discussed the progress of these segments.  A motion 
was made and passed to receive and file. 
 
Kekoa Andersen discussed the I-710 corridor project.  Andersen presented the 
schedule and timeline of the different components and phases of the project.  He also 
discussed what is involved in each of the components in terms of work and results.  
There was discussion among committee members about prioritization of the various 
connections and the timing and durations of them.  A motion was made and passed to 
receive and file. 
 
Karen Heit updated the committee about the Orange County’s I-405 project.  Orange 
County is still in the process of making a decision.  
 
Yvette Kirrin discussed the progress of the Gateway Cities Strategic Transportation 
Plan.  She explained the outreach that the project team and COG has done to cities 
throughout the region.  She also discussed the benefits to cities of the STP.  The 
schedule for the approval process for the STP will be updated.  The STP process has 
been slowed down in order to expand outreach.  It is most important to really know and 
understand what it is that the cities want.   
 
A motion was made and passed to receive and file all previous items.   
 



Karen Heit discussed the Eco-Rapid Transit, the project work should begin on the 
Alternatives Analysis Technical Refinement Study which will resolve the technical 
issues not covered by the SCAG AA. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:40 
 
 
 
 
 


