
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
I-710 CORRIDOR PROJECT EIR/EIS 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
16401 Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA 

September 19, 2012 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman Dan Ojeda at 1:40 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call 
 

PRESENT: Bill Pagett, City of Paramount and City of Maywood; Steve 
Hilton, City of Bell Gardens; Ed Norris, City of Downey; Derek Wieske, City of 
Long Beach; Dan Ojeda, City of Lynwood; Charlie Honeycutt, City of Signal 
Hill; Mohammad Mostahkami, City of South Gate; Rafael Contreras, City of 
Vernon; James Yang, County of Los Angeles; Garrett Damrath, Caltrans; 
Adrian Alvarez, MTA; Jolene Hayes, POLB; Kerry Cartwright, POLA; Michael 
Mercado, LADWP (ex officio).  
 
 
ABSENT:  Terry Rodrigue, City of Bell; Farrokh, City of Carson; Hien 
Nguyen, City of Compton; Alex Hamilton, City of Commerce; Saul Bolivar, 
City of Cudahy; Robert Quintero, City of Huntington Park; Jacob Waclaw, 
FHWA & FTA; Tommi Tyler, CHP; Phillip Law, SCAG; Peter Greenwald, 
AQMD; Garry Garrigue, SCE (ex officio); John Doherty, ACTA (ex officio).  
 
Other attendees included:  Chau Vu, City of Bell Gardens; Abdi Saghafi, 
Caltrans; Mario Gutierrez, Caltrans; Ernesto Chaves, MTA; Jerry Wood, 
GCCOG; Jack Joseph, GCCOG; Jack Waldron, URS; Esmeralda Garcia, 
MIG; Rob McCann, LSA; J. D. Douglas, InfraConsult; Pat Somerville, 
AECOM; Arief Naftali, Advantec Consulting; Shawn Clark, Cardno ERI; Jim 
Hamlin, Jacobs.  

 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ed Norris. 

 
IV. Amendments to the Agenda 

 
There were no amendments to the agenda. 

 
 

V. Public Comments 
 

There were no public comments. 



 
VI. Matters from Staff 
 
 There were no matters from the staff. 

 
VII. Consent Calendar 

 
It was moved by Steve Hilton, seconded by Derek Wieske, to approve the 
minutes of August 15, 2012.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
VIII. Reports 

 
A. I-710 Project Committee Report 

 
Jerry Wood reported that a special meeting of the Project 
Committee was held on September 12 and they concurred with the 
TAC recommendations for the initial early action projects.  He said 
the next Project Committee meeting was tentatively scheduled for 
the end of November. 
 
It was moved by Dan Ojeda, seconded by Mohammad 
Mostahkami, to receive and file the report. The motion was 
approved unanimously. 

 
 

B. Engineering Report on the I-710 Corridor Project DEIR/EIS  
 
Jack Waldron of URS gave a PowerPoint presentation which 
provided an update on the overall project.  He reported on the 
continuing geometric reviews with the Caltrans headquarters’ 
geometricians, as well the coordination with Caltrans on the traffic 
simulations and the project report.  He summarized the 
identification of non-standard features and the review of the 
justification analysis.  He reported that there will be an FHWA cost 
estimate workshop later in September and that they will be working 
on responding to comments once the DEIR/EIS comment period 
closes. 

 
It was moved by Dan Ojeda, seconded by Mohammad 
Mostahkami, to receive and file the report.  The motion was 
approved unanimously. 

 
C. Environmental Studies Report on the I-710 Corridor Project 

EIR/EIS  
 



Rob McCann of LSA gave a PowerPoint presentation on the status 
of the environmental studies.  He reported that they had initiated 
preparation of responses to comments and that they would be 
supporting identification of a preferred alternative.   

 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Dan 
Ojeda, to receive and file the report.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
D. Community Participation Report on the I-710 Corridor Project 

EIR/EIS 
 

Esmeralda Garcia of MIG gave a PowerPoint presentation 
providing an update on the community participation process.    She 
briefly discussed the last two study sessions that were held.  She 
said a Community Advisory Committee meeting was planned for 
September 20, and briefed the TAC on the remaining community 
meetings.  She reviewed a handout on the process for selecting a 
preferred alternative. 

 
It was moved by Charlie Honeycutt, seconded by Mohammad 
Mostahkami, to receive and file the report.  The motion was 
approved unanimously. 

 
E. I-710/I-5 EIR/EIS Status and Update  

 
Jerry Wood gave an overview of the status and his continuing 
coordination with staffs of Los Angeles County and City of 
Commerce.  Ernesto Chaves stated that the funding agreement 
with Caltrans had been agreed to, and that they want to develop a 
scope of work that is acceptable to both the County and City of 
Commerce. 

 
It was moved by Charlie Honeycutt, seconded by Ed Norris, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

 
F. I-710 Caltrans Improvement Projects Status 

 
Garrett Damrath gave a PowerPoint presentation that reviewed the 
various construction and improvement projects that Caltrans has 
underway along the I-710 freeway, as well as those projects that 
are planned.  He said these are mostly at the north end of I-710.  A 
schedule and some details for all these projects were presented.  
The TAC members asked to have a copy of the presentation sent 
to them after the meeting was concluded. 



 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Charlie 
Honeycutt, to receive and file the report.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
G. Multi-Modal Transportation Impacts, Analysis and Results from 

91/605/405 Feasibility Study 
 

Jerry Wood discussed the results of the multi-modal study and how 
it would be useful information to present to the TAC.  It was the 
consensus of the TAC to have it presented at its next meeting.   

 
H. High Speed Rail Update and Initial Analysis 

 
Jerry Wood reported that the California High Speed Rail project is 
being re-initiated and that he had some meetings with the project 
consultants.  The High Speed Rail Authority is now planning to go 
under the I-710 freeway and consultants are evaluating that design.  
He said follow-ups would be presented at future meetings. 
 
It was moved by Dan Ojeda, seconded by Ed Norris, to receive and 
file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
I. Zero Emission Truck Analyses and Collaboration Update 

 
Jerry Wood reported that that zero emission truck collaborative had 
met and had discussed a demonstration project near the ports even 
though the funding grant application to the Department of Energy 
by SCAQMD was not successful.  He said SCAQMD indicated they 
wanted to continue to implement this demonstration project.  The 
ports’ staffs indicated that they did not plan on providing the 
demonstration project any financial support. 
 
It was moved by Derek Wieske, seconded by Kerry Cartwright, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

J. Current I-710 Early Action Projects Update 
 

Ernesto Chaves reported that the sound walls feasibility study was 
undergoing initial constructability review.  He said the utilities 
studies were completing refinements and identification of all 
utilities.  He said information would come back to URS for 
incorporation into the final EIR.  He said funding on the I-5/I-710 
interchange project is waiting on an agreement on a project 
description between the County and the City of Commerce. 
 



Ernesto Chaves said the cities’ early action projects would go to the 
MTA Board in October.  He said South Gate’s project had already 
been approved and a letter of no prejudice had been issued in 
advance of the funding agreement.  With regard to the southbound 
onramp from Firestone Blvd., he said Caltrans had agreed to take 
on the design.   
 
It was moved by Steve Hilton, seconded by Kerry Cartwright, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

  
K. Early Action Projects Continuing Presentations 

 
No presentations were made.  This item was continued by 
consensus to the next TAC meeting 

 
L. Gateway Cities COG Engineer’s Report 
 

Jerry Wood commented that an all day meeting with the project 
team was planned for October 2nd to review the initial comments 
and status of the geometry for the entire project.  He also reported 
that the Phase II Strategic Transportation Plan RFP had been 
released by MTA and that Hal Arbogast, Bill Pagett, and Steve 
Forster would be serving on the review panel. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Dan 
Ojeda, receive and file the report.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
IX. Matters from the I-710 Technical Advisory Committee 

 
Steve Hilton said that some businesses are concerned that the sound 
walls will block their visibility.  Jerry Wood responded that there should be 
no issues since the sound walls will primarily be placed in residential 
areas. 

 
X. Matters from the Chair 
 
 There were no matters from the Chair. 

 
XI. Adjournment 

 
The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 3:12 p.m. 


