
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
I-710 CORRIDOR PROJECT EIR/EIS 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
16401 Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA 

March 28, 2012 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Pagett at 1:45 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call 
 

PRESENT: Bill Pagett, City of Paramount and City of Maywood; Tim Demura, 
City of Bell;  Steve Hilton, City of Bell Gardens; Farrokh Abolfathi, City of 
Carson; Alex Hamilton, City of Commerce; Mark Christoffels, City of Long 
Beach; Daniel Ojeda, City of Lynwood; Adrian Alvarez, MTA; Daniel Ojeda, 
City of Lynwood; Charlie Honeycutt, City of Signal Hill; Mohammad 
Mostahkami, City of South Gate; James Yang, County of Los Angeles; Mario 
Gutierrez, Caltrans; Ernesto Chaves, MTA; Jolene Hayes, POLB; Susan 
Nakamura, SCAQMD; Garry Garrigue, SCE (ex officio). 
 
ABSENT: Hien Nguyen, City of Compton; Saul Bolivar, City of Cudahy; Ed 
Norris, City of Downey; Wes Lind, City of Huntington Park; Kevin Wilson, City 
of Vernon; Kerry Cartwright, POLA; Jacob Waclaw, FHWA & FTA; Tommi 
Tyler, CHP; Phillip Law, SCAG; John Doherty, ACTA (ex officio); Mark 
Sedlacek, LADWP (ex officio). 
 
Other attendees included:  John Oropeza, City of Bell Gardens; Tom 
Melendrez, City of Montebello; Adrian Alvarez, MTA; Danielle Valentino, 
MTA; J. D. Douglas, InfraConsult; Dave Levinsohn, URS; Elizabeth Mahoney, 
URS; Rob McCann LSA; Esmeralda Garcia, MIG; Wayne Richardson, 
MARRS Services; Jocelyn Vivar, EYCEJ; Jerry Wood, GCCOG; Jack Joseph, 
GCCOG. 

 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Charlie Honeycutt. 

 
IV. Amendments to the Agenda 

 
Chairman Bill Pagett announced that this would be the last meeting for Vice 
Chairman Mark Christoffels, who would be leaving to take a position with 
the Alameda Corridor East Authority.  He asked that an item be added to 
the agenda for the election of a new Vice Chairman.  It was the consensus 
of the TAC to add an item to the agenda for the election of a Vice Chairman.  



TAC Member Daniel Ojeda volunteered to serve as Vice Chairman.  It was 
the consensus of the TAC to elect Daniel Ojeda as Vice Chairman. 
 

V. Public Comments 
 

There were no public comments. 
 

VI. Matters from Staff 
 
 There were no matters from the staff. 

 
VII. Consent Calendar 

 
It was moved by Steve Hilton, seconded by Daniel Ojeda, to approve the 
minutes of February 15, 2012.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
VIII. Reports 

 
A. Engineering Report on I-710 Corridor Project EIR/EIS 

 
Dave Levisohn of URS gave a brief update on the overall project and 
reviewed a PowerPoint.  He reported that the draft Project Report was 
completed and agency coordination with SCE was continuing.  He also 
briefly reviewed the zero emission extension design option analysis that 
was being completed to examine additional air quality benefits at the 
north end of the project.  He also summarized a three-month look ahead. 

 
It was moved by Charlie Honeycutt, seconded by Mohammad 
Mostahkami, to receive and file the report.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
B. Environmental Studies Report  
 

Rob McCann of LSA gave a brief PowerPoint presentation on the status 
of the environmental studies.  He reported that they were addressing 
EPA’s comments and were proceeding with the air quality analysis for 
the extension of the zero emission freight corridor to SR-60.  He also 
reported that the final technical studies were being completed for release 
of the Draft EIR/EIS in a few months and that Caltrans was reviewing. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Charlie 
Honeycutt, to receive and file the report.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
C. Community Participation Report 

 



Esmeralda Garcia of MIG gave a brief PowerPoint presentation on 
recent community participation efforts.  She reported that few community 
meetings had been held recently.  She reviewed the public participation 
process and approach that will be used during the review of the Draft 
EIR/EIS.  
It was moved by Charlie Honeycutt, seconded by Mark Christoffels, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
D. I-710/I-5 EIR/EIS update 

 
Ernesto Chaves of MTA reported that MTA had approved $2M to 
continue to fund some work on the I-710/I-5 interchange and that a 
meeting would be held soon with Caltrans and the two local communities 
to re-initiate work on that project.   
 
It was moved by Mark Christoffels, seconded by Mohammad 
Mostahkami, to receive and file the report.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
E. Current I-710 Early Action Projects Update 

 
Ernesto Chaves of MTA announced that the three utility studies are all 
underway now, as well as the sound walls feasibility study.  He said a 
coordination meeting would be held to insure that all studies are using 
the same construction criteria.  He said a meeting is being scheduled 
with the City of South Gate to initiate work on the S/B Firestone Blvd. on-
ramp. 
 
It was moved by Daniel Ojeda, seconded by Mohammad Mostahkami, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
F. Early Action Projects – Programming Approach  

 
Ernesto Chaves of MTA reviewed the allocation approach outlined in the 
staff report to program the $590 million in Measure R funds for early 
action projects.  He requested that the cities submit estimates needed to 
fund staff resources for oversight and review of the Draft EIR/EIS.  
Those estimates would be used in MOUs to be executed with each city.  
 
Mark Christoffels explained the rationale for programming the Measure 
R funds so that they can’t be borrowed for other projects. 
 
Ernesto Chaves said that, if the TAC approves the recommended 
allocations, they will be forwarded to the COG’s Transportation 
Committee and Board of Directors for approval.  He said he planned to 
take them to the MTA Board in May for approval. 



 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Alex Hamilton, 
to approve the programming approach for the Measure R I-710 Early 
Action Projects, subject to periodic updates and re-programming.  The 
motion was approved unanimously. 
 
The TAC also requested that Jerry Wood send out a list of arterial 
highways and other projects included in the I-710 corridor for 
improvement to the TAC prior at the next meeting so the TAC can begin 
the process of nominating additional early action projects.  

 
G. Gateway Cities Technology Plan for Goods Movement 

 
Chris Hedden of Cambridge Systematics gave a PowerPoint 
presentation that provided an overview of the technology plan, discussed 
individual projects and the approach to combine them, and the status of 
this study and its relevancy to the I-710 project. 
 
It was moved Daniel Ojeda, seconded by Mohammad Mostahkami, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Derek Wieske arrived at the meeting to replace Mark Christoffels as the 
City of Long Beach representative. 

 
H. Zero Emission Truck Collaborative 

 
Adrian Alvarez of MTA gave a brief report on the MTA initiative with 
other agencies for the zero emission truck collaborative.  He said the 
collaborative was formed by the MTA Board and that first meeting of 
MTA, GCCOG, AQMD, the two ports, SCAG and Caltrans had been held 
a few weeks back to talk about common efforts.  He said the 
collaborative will work to develop common ground for grant applications 
to examine how to commercialize zero emission trucks and work 
together.  The next meeting was to be held the following month. 
 
It was moved by Steve Hilton, seconded by Jolene Hayes, to receive 
and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
I.   I-710 Freight Corridor P3 Study Status Update 

 
J. D. Douglas of InfraConsult gave a brief oral report, saying that the P3 
study is continuing and they should be able to provide a final report 
soon.  He said the purpose is to develop a program to forward I-710 
improvements in the face of a funding gap.  He said they are looking at 
tolling trucks as a potential revenue source and are currently developing 



a business plan.  He said a draft should be available to the MTA staff in 
May. 

 
It was moved by Daniel Ojeda, seconded by Bill Pagett, to receive and 
file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
 
 

J. I-710 Landscape/Aesthetics Master Plan oral report by MTA 
 

Ernesto Chaves of MTA reported that a meeting had been held with the 
GCCOG, MTA and Caltrans to begin the work on preparing the 
landscape/aesthetics master plan for I-710.  He said the goal is to take 
the aesthetics toolbox developed by Gruen and take the next step.  He 
said Caltrans has funds to advance development of the master plan.  
Ideas will come from the communities based on the toolbox.  He said the 
work can be kicked off within three to four weeks by the GCCOG.  He 
said it will be a twelve to eighteen month effort.  He said the GCCOG 
would put together a stakeholders group to work with Caltrans on 
developing this plan. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Jolene Hayes, 
to receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
K. Gateway Cities COG Engineer’s Report 

 
Jerry Wood briefly discussed the status of the Transportation Strategic 
Plan.  He said he hoped to have a scope of work to the MTA next month.   
 
Mohammad Mostahkami asked where the funding for the Plan would 
come from.  Jerry Wood responded that the study will include funding 
mechanisms and strategies. 
 
Jerry Wood said that a plan was developing to assist the cities with the 
review of the Draft EIR/EIS. 
 
It was the consensus of the TAC to receive and file the report.   

 
IX. Matters from the I-710 Technical Advisory Committee 

 
There were no matters from the I-710 TAC. 

 
X. Matters from the Chair 
 
 There were no matters from the Chair. 

 



XI. Adjournment 
                      
                     The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 3:33 p.m. 
 
 


