
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
I-710 CORRIDOR PROJECT EIR/EIS 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
16401 Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA 

June 20, 2012 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Pagett at 1:38 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call 
 

PRESENT: Bill Pagett, City of Paramount and City of Maywood; Steve Hilton, 
City of Bell Gardens; Farrokh Abolfathi, City of Carson; Alex Hamilton, City of 
Commerce; Derek Wieske, City of Long Beach; Paul Nguyen, City of 
Lynwood; Mohammad Mostahkami, City of South Gate; James Yang, County 
of Los Angeles; Garrett Damrath, Caltrans; Adrian Alvarez, MTA; Eric Shen, 
POLB; Shozo Yoshikawa, POLA; Susan Nakamura, AQMD; Art Goodwin, 
ACTA (ex officio); Garry Garrigue, SCE (ex officio); Michael Mercado, 
LADWP (ex officio).  
 
ABSENT:  Terry Rodrique, City of Bell; Hien Nguyen, City of Compton;  Saul 
Bolivar, City of Cudahy; Ed Norris, City of Downey; Wes Lind, City of 
Huntington Park; Charlie Honeycutt, City of Signal Hill; Kevin Wilson, City of 
Vernon; Jacob Waclaw, FHWA & FTA; Tommi Tyler, CHP; Phillip Law, 
SCAG.  
 
Other attendees included:  Chau Vu, City of Bell Gardens; Abdi Saghafi, 
Caltrans; Mario Gutierrez, Caltrans; Jack Waldron, URS; Doug Smith, URS; 
S. M. Alam, URS; Rob McCann, LSA; Esmeralda Garcia, MIG; Juan Carlos 
Velasquez, CH2MHill; Vincent Chio, CH2MHill; J. D. Douglas, InfraConsult; 
Pat Summerville, AECOM; Gene Bougdanos, HNTB; Frank Turbin, Bechtel; 
Jerry Wood, GCCOG; Jack Joseph, GCCOG. 

 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jack Joseph. 

 
IV. Amendments to the Agenda 

 
There were no amendments to the agenda. 

 
V. Public Comments 

 
There were no public comments. 

 



VI. Matters from Staff 
 
 There were no matters from the staff. 

 
VII. Consent Calendar 

 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Paul Nguyen, to 
approve the minutes of May 16, 2012.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
VIII. Reports 

 
A. Engineering Report on I-710 Corridor Project EIR/EIS 

 
Jack Waldron of URS gave a brief update on the overall project and 
reviewed a PowerPoint.  He reported on the continuing geometric 
reviews with the Caltrans geometricians and coordination with Caltrans 
on the traffic simulations and project report.  He also summarized a 
three-month look ahead and the release of the DEIR/EIS in June. 
 
It was moved by Eric Shen, seconded by Paul Nguyen, to receive and 
file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
B. Environmental Studies Report  
 

Rob McCann of LSA gave a brief PowerPoint presentation on the status 
of the environmental studies.  He reported that the draft EIR/EIS had 
been submitted to Caltrans for approval to circulate for public review.  He 
also reported on some additional other agency coordination that was 
taking place. 
 
Mr. McCann provided a three-month look ahead.  He said LSA and the 
project team were preparing notices to circulate the draft EIR/EIS and 
prepare for community and public meetings with the expected release of 
the draft EIR/EIS at the end of June.  He said June 29th is the expected 
date for the beginning of the review process.  He said there would be a 
60-day review period.   
 
Susan Nakamura said that the AQMD would probably ask for more time 
to review the draft EIR/EIS. 
 
Mohammad Mostahkami asked if affected property owners would 
receive a copy of the draft EIR/EIS.  Mr. McCann responded that that 
there would be public notices published and that there would be a 
postcard mailing from Metro to property owners within a half mile radius 
of the freeway.  He said five libraries and the Gateway Cities COG office 



will all have copies of the draft EIR/EIS, as well as MTA and Caltrans.  In 
addition, he said, all libraries and all agencies will receive CDs.   
 
Derek Wieske said cites should all receive hard copies of the draft 
EIR/EIS.  Garrett Damrath said Caltrans would take that request under 
advisement. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Steve Hilton 
that, in the interest of full disclosure, each agency represented on the 
TAC would receive a hard copy of the EIR.  Eric Shen offered a friendly 
amendment that each agency would receive a hard copy except if it 
requested to only receive a CD.  The amendment was accepted by the 
maker and second of the motion.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Steve Hilton, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously.   

 
C. Community Participation Report 

 
Esmeralda Garcia of MIG gave a brief PowerPoint update report on 
community participation.  She reported that a few community meetings 
had been held recently.  She reviewed the public participation process 
and approach diagram and reviewed the outreach process that will be 
used during the review of the Draft EIR/EIS.   She also discussed the 
study sessions and topics planned to be presented to the Community 
Advisory Committee.  She also asked if there were any other 
communities that wanted to have community meetings to let her know. 
 
Mohammad Mostahkami requested that one of the community briefings 
be held in South Gate.   
 
It was moved by Eric Shen, seconded by Alex Hamilton, to receive and 
file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
D. I-710/I-5 Status Report 

 
Jerry Wood reported on a recent coordination meeting with MTA and 
Caltrans staff on this interchange.  The meeting led to a list of actions 
and follow-up items to be completed before the next monthly meeting.  
He provided an overview of the issue developing between MTA and 
Caltrans on processing of the $2 M provided to Caltrans to continue their 
work on this interchange. 
 



It was moved by Farrokh Abolfathi, seconded by Mohammad 
Mostahkami, to receive and file the report.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
E. I-710 Northern Terminus Traffic Simulation Model Presentation 

 
Doug Smith of URS gave a PowerPoint presentation that provided the 
traffic simulation for the northern terminus of the project.  He discussed 
the current review status with Caltrans staff and presented the results of 
the simulation. 
 
It was moved by Eric Shen, seconded by Paul Nguyen, to receive and 
file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
F. Current I-710 Early Action Projects Update 

 
Jerry Wood summarized the overall status of the various early action 
projects that are underway and provided an update on the utility studies.  
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Derek Wieske, 
to receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Juan Carlos Velasquez of CH2MHill gave a PowerPoint presentation on 
the initial results of the sound walls feasibility study pointing out those 
locations along I-710 where sound walls could be constructed early.  It 
was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Derek Wieske, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Adrian Alvarez said that MTA is working on a boiler plate for agreements 
between MTA and the cities for early action projects to provide funding 
to the cities to review the draft EIR/EIS.  He said the plan is to get it out 
before the release of the environmental documents.  He said MTA could 
issue a limited Notice to Proceed issued as an interim document.   It was 
moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Paul Nguyen, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Mohammad Mostahkami said he was requesting a motion from the TAC 
to move the project along for the Firestone southbound onramp in South 
Gate.  He said Caltrans had agreed to do the onramp immediately after 
the improvements to Firestone Blvd. were completed.  He said he is 
waiting for a letter from Metro that Caltrans is committed.  It was moved 
by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Paul Nguyen, for MTA to 
report to the TAC next month on the working with Caltrans and the City 
of South Gate on an action plan to proceed with the southbound 
Firestone Blvd. on-ramp project as soon as possible.  The motion was 
approved unanimously. 

 



G. Early Action Projects Presentations 
   

Derek Wieske presented a letter from the City of Long Beach requesting 
funding for the Shoemaker Bridge project that was presented to the TAC 
at its previous meeting. 
 
Mohammad Mostahkami gave a PowerPoint presentation on the 
Firestone Blvd. /Atlantic Ave. improvements as an early action project.  
He said the needed funding is $10.4 million unless MTA agrees to allow 
South Gate to retain $1.5 million from the 2007 Call for Projects. 
 
It was by Paul Nguyen, seconded by Farrokh Abolfathi, to recommend 
$5.5 M for the Shoemaker Bridge project requested by the City of Long 
Beach for 100% of the design costs and 50% of the R/W costs, and to 
approve the request by the City of South Gate for $8.9 million for the 
Firestone Blvd. /Atlantic Ave. project, with an option to increase it to 
$10.4 million if the City loses $1.5 million from the 2007 Call for Projects.  
The motion was approved with James Yang voting no. 
 
Jerry Wood reminded the TAC members that they will be asked to 
continue to nominate additional early action projects consistent with the 
guidelines that were previously approved at the next two TAC meetings. 

 
H. Gateway Cities COG Engineer’s Report 

 
Jerry Wood briefly discussed the status of the Transportation Strategic 
Plan.  He also discussed the aesthetics master plan that is beginning for 
I-710 and the formation of a COG oversight committee for this effort.  He 
mentioned that the official public hearings on the draft EIR/EIS were 
scheduled for August 7, 8 and 9. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Steve Hilton, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
IX. Matters from the I-710 Technical Advisory Committee 

 
Mohammad Mostahkami commended Jerry Wood for his work on the 
project over the years. 

 
X. Matters from the Chair 
 
 There were no matters from the Chair. 

 
XI. Adjournment 

 
                     The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 4:01 p.m. 


