
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
I-710 CORRIDOR PROJECT EIR/EIS 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
16401 Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA 

July 18, 2012 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Pagett at 1:40 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call 
 

PRESENT: Bill Pagett, Chair, City of Paramount and City of Maywood; Terry 
Rodrique, City of Bell; John Oropeza, City of Bell Gardens; Richard Garland, 
City of Carson; Alex Hamilton, City of Commerce; Derek Wieske, City of Long 
Beach; Daniel Ojeda, City of Lynwood; Charlie Honeycutt, City of Signal Hill; 
Mohammad Mostahkami, City of South Gate; Kevin Wilson, City of Vernon; 
James Yang, County of Los Angeles; Ron Kosinski, Caltrans; Adrian Alvarez, 
MTA; Jolene Hayes, POLB; Shozo Yoshikawa, POLA; Art Goodwin, ACTA 
(ex officio); Garry Garrigue, SCE (ex officio); Michael Mercado, LADWP (ex 
officio).  
 
ABSENT:  Hien Nguyen, City of Compton; Saul Bolivar, City of Cudahy; Ed 
Norris, City of Downey; Robert Quintero, City of Huntington Park; Jacob 
Waclaw, FHWA & FTA; Tommi Tyler, CHP; Phillip Law, SCAG; Peter 
Greenwald, AQMD. 
 
Other attendees included: Rafael Contreras, City of Vernon; Garrett Damrath, 
Caltrans; Mario Gutierrez, Caltrans; Alan Hicks, USDOT/MARAD; Jerry 
Wood, GCCOG; Jack Joseph, GCCOG; Jack Waldron, URS; Elizabeth 
Mahoney, URS; Doug Smith, URS; Esmeralda Garcia, MIG; Juan Carlos 
Velasquez, CH2MHill; Vincent Chio, CH2MHill; Melissa De La Pena, 
CH2MHill; Joe Quitter HNTB; Wayne Richardson, MARRS. 

 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Derek Wieske. 

 
IV. Amendments to the Agenda 

 
There were no amendments to the agenda. 

 
V. Public Comments 

  
There were no public comments. 

 



VI. Matters from Staff 
 
 There were no matters from the staff. 

 
VII. Consent Calendar 

 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Charlie Honeycutt, 
to approve the minutes of June 20, 2012.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
VIII. Reports 

 
A. Engineering Report on I-710 Corridor Project EIR/EIS 

 
Jack Waldron of URS gave a brief PowerPoint presentation which 
provided an update on the overall project.  He reported on the continuing 
geometric reviews with the Caltrans HQ geometricians and coordination 
with Caltrans on the traffic simulations and the project report.  He also 
summarized a three-month look ahead and the release of the DEIR/EIS 
in June, including participation in the study sessions and support for the 
community meetings and the public hearings. 
 
It was moved by Charlie Honeycutt, seconded by Kevin Wilson, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
B. Environmental Studies Report  
 

Elizabeth Mahoney of URS gave a brief PowerPoint presentation on the 
status of the environmental studies.  She said the principal work over the 
next couple of months will be providing support for the public meetings.  
She reported that the DEIR/EIS was submitted for public review on June 
29 and comments can be received until August 29.  She said work is 
progressing on the Spanish translation of the Executive Summary (and 
the other language translations).  Ms. Mahoney said that notices had 
been sent out for the public hearings and copies of the DEIR/EIS had 
been distributed to the various venues.  She said LSA was also 
coordinating and participating in the various community meetings that 
were being planned and held. 
 
It was moved by Daniel Ojeda, seconded by Kevin Wilson, to receive 
and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
C. Community Participation Report 

 
Esmeralda Garcia of MIG gave a brief update report on community 
participation.  She reported that a few community meetings had been 



held and many more were being scheduled and requested that if any 
more cities or communities wanted to hold community meetings to let the 
project team know so they could be scheduled.  She also discussed the 
study sessions and topics planned to be presented to the CAC.   
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Jolene Hayes, 
to receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
D. I-710/I-5 EIR/EIS Update 

 
Jerry Wood gave an overview of the status of the I-710/I-5 EIR and his 
coordination with staffs of Los Angeles County and the City of 
Commerce.  He said Caltrans has run out of money and is not currently 
working on that project.  He said MTA would be providing $2 million 
towards the study.   
 
Adrian Alvarez discussed the status of the agreement between Caltrans 
and MTA for the funding for Caltrans to continue the work.  He said the 
respective legal counsels expect to have an agreement worked out 
within 4 weeks.  He said MTA will provide a memo on the status at the 
next meeting of the TAC.  Jerry Wood said that if they can’t come to an 
agreement, “plan B” is to hire a consultant. 
 
It was moved by Charlie Honeycutt, seconded by Alex Hamilton, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
E. I-710 Northern Terminus Traffic Simulation Model Presentation 

 
Doug Smith of URS gave an update on the traffic simulation at the north 
end and on the continuing coordination with Caltrans.  He reported that 
they are addressing Caltrans’s comments and are continuing to work 
with them.  He said he would provide another update at the next TAC 
meeting. 
 
It was moved by Kevin Wilson, seconded by John Oropeza, to receive 
and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
F. I-710 Southern Terminus Traffic Simulation Presentation 

 
Doug Smith of URS gave a presentation and demonstration on the traffic 
simulation that has been prepared for the southern end of the I-710 
corridor project.  He showed that the simulation found no major issues 
with the traffic flow for the south end.  He said they were updating this 
simulation with the input that had been provided for the northern end 
simulation by Caltrans. 
 



It was moved by Derek Wieske, seconded by Jolene Hayes, to receive 
and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

G. Current I-710 Early Action Projects Update 
 

Jerry Wood summarized the overall status of the various early action 
projects underway.  Juan Carlos Velasquez of CH2MHill gave an 
updated PowerPoint presentation on the initial results of feasible sound 
walls that could be constructed early.  Adrian Alvarez reported on the 
status of negotiations with Caltrans on the southbound Firestone Blvd. 
on-ramp project and promised a plan resolution by the next TAC 
meeting. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Daniel Ojeda, to 
approve the initial early action sound wall list and submit that to the 
Project Committee for concurrence. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
H. Early Action Projects Presentations 

   
Kevin Wilson introduced Rafael Contreras of his staff, who made a 
presentation on the Atlantic Blvd. bridge widening project over the Los 
Angeles River in the City of Vernon.  He said the project has 
environmental approval and a final design.  He said the project is 
independent of the freeway project, but the widening will be needed as 
Atlantic Blvd. will be the primary north/south arterial highway route 
during any major construction at the north end of I-710.  He said the City 
of Vernon was requesting $2.07 million for the project. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Derek Wieske, 
to recommend as an early action project the provision of $2.07 million for 
the Atlantic Blvd. bridge widening project as requested by the City of 
Vernon to be used as their matching funds for the balance of the costs 
for the project.  The motion was approved unanimously 
 
Jerry Wood reminded the TAC members that they will be asked to 
continue to nominate additional early action projects at the next TAC 
meeting consistent with the guidelines that were previously approved. 

 
I.  Gateway Cities COG Engineer’s Report 

 
Jerry Wood briefly discussed the status of the Transportation Strategic 
Plan.  He said the RFP for the second phase of this project may be on 
the street next month.  He reminded the TAC members that the next 
Project Committee meeting will be held on August 29.  He also reminded 
the TAC about community meetings and offered help with them. 



                     It was moved by John Oropeza, seconded by Kevin Wilson, to receive and                 
file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
IX. Matters from the I-710 Technical Advisory Committee 

 
There were no matters from the TAC members. 

 
X. Matters from the Chair 
 
 There were no matters from the Chair. 

 
XI. Adjournment 

 
                     The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 3:35 p.m. 
 


