
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
I-710 CORRIDOR PROJECT EIR/EIS 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
16401 Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA 

February 20, 2013 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Pagett at 1:36 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call 
 

PRESENT: Bill Pagett, City of Cudahy, City of Maywood, and City of 
Paramount; Steve Hilton, City of Bell Gardens; Richard Garland, City of 
Carson; Alex Hamilton, City of Commerce; Ed Norris, City of Downey; Derek 
Wieske, City of Long Beach; Charlie Honeycutt, City of Signal Hill; 
Mohammad Mostahkami, City of South Gate; Kevin Wilson, City of Vernon; 
James Yang, County of Los Angeles; Garrett Damrath, Caltrans; Ernesto 
Chaves, MTA; Kerry Cartwright, POLA; Ian McMillan, AQMD; Garry 
Garrigue, SCE (ex officio); Michael Mercado, LADWP (ex officio).  

 
ABSENT:  Terry Rodrigue, City of Bell; Hien Nguyen, City of Compton; 
Robert Quintero, City of Huntington Park; Josef Kekula, City of Lynwood; 
Jacob Waclaw, FHWA & FTA; Eric Shen, POLB; Tommi Tyler, CHP; Phillip 
Law, SCAG; John Doherty, ACTA (ex officio).  

 
Other attendees included: Danilo Batson, City of Commerce; Kekoa 
Anderson, City of Long Beach; Ross Cruz, City of Long Beach; Abdi 
Saghafi, Caltrans; Mario Gutierrez, Caltrans; Danielle Valentino, Metro; 
Adrian Alvarez, Metro; Lucy Olmos, Metro; Leticia Vasquez, Central Basin 
MWD; Jerry Wood, GCCOG; Jack Joseph, GCCOG; Dave Levinsohn, URS; 
Shannon Willits, URS; Pat McLaughlin, MIG; J. D. Douglas, InfraConsult; 
Vincent Chio, CH2M Hill; Wayne Richardson, MARRS Services. 

 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Derek Wieske. 

 
IV. Amendments to the Agenda 

 
Derek Wieske asked that Item F under Reports be taken out of order.  
There was no objection. 
 

 
 

V. Public Comments 



 
There were no public comments. 

 
VI. Matters from Staff 
 
 There were no matters from the staff. 

 
VII. Consent Calendar 

 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Charlie Honeycutt, 
to approve the minutes of January 16, 2003.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 

 
VIII. Reports 

 
F. Early Action Projects Continuing Presentations 

 
Alex Hamilton nominated the widening and reconstruction of 
Washington Blvd. from 350 feet west of the city’s western boundary 
at Indiana Street to the I-5 freeway as an early action project.  He 
introduced Assistant Public Works Director Danilo Batson to speak 
on the project. 
 
The project would widen Washington Blvd. from two lanes to three 
lanes in each direction, reconstruct the pavement in concrete, and 
upgrade traffic signals, medians and other improvements along the 
corridor.  Construction would start in January 2014, with completion 
about 15 months later.  Mr. Batson said the total estimated cost is 
$31 million, of which $3.5 million in early action project funding from 
Measure R is needed. 
Mohammad Mostahkami asked if the $13.5 million in Proposition C 
funding budgeted for the project from a previous MTA Call for 
Projects.  Ernesto Chaves confirmed that it is and that current MTA 
policy would require MTA to deobligate those funds since previous 
Call funds cannot be matched by Measure R.  He said Commerce 
would then need a total of $17.5 in Measure R funds for the 
Washington Blvd. project.  It was the consensus of the TAC to 
inquire with MTA Transportation Deputy Karen Heit as to possibility 
of a change in this MTA policy. 
 
Kerry Cartwright said that funding for the TCIF project is in 
jeopardy, too, so it is critical to get MTA to change its policy. 
 
Derek Wieske introduced the Atlantic Avenue/Willow Street 
intersection improvement project in Long Beach as a candidate to 



be an early action project.  He asked Ross Cruz of his staff to 
present details of the project.  Mr. Cruz said the project would add 
left turn and right turn lanes on Atlantic in both directions.  He said 
the total request is for $3,875,000. 
Jerry Wood said, since this project is dependent on I-710 
environmental clearance, it is premature to seek construction 
dollars. 
 
Derek Wieske said he would amend the request to approve 
$300,000 for environmental review, design, and right-of-way 
engineering. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Ed Norris, 
to approve $300,000 in early action funding for the Atlantic 
Avenue/Willow Street intersection improvement project in Long 
Beach.  The motion was approved unanimously, with Ian McMillan 
abstaining. 
 
It was then moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Ed 
Norris, to approve $3.5 million in early action project funding for the 
Washington Blvd. project in the City of Commerce; to recommend 
to the Project Committee and MTA that the policy regarding use of 
Measure R funds to match Call for Projects funding be changed; 
and for Jerry Wood to meet with MTA and Alex Hamilton to see if 
there are any other funding options.  The motion was approved 
unanimously, with Ian McMillan abstaining. 
 

A. Report on CAC, COLB Oversight Committee, and I-710 Project 
Committee Meetings  
 
Jerry Wood briefly reviewed the recent meetings of the Community 
Advisory Committee, City of Long Beach I-710 Oversight 
Committee, and the I-710 Project Committee.  He reported that the 
Project Committee had concurred with the recommendations of the 
TAC and Community Advisory Committee to re-circulate the 
EIR/EIS, as well as to approve the recommendation of the CAC 
that Community Alternative 7 be analyzed as part of the re-
circulated document. 
 
It was moved by Charlie Honeycutt, seconded by Derek Wieske, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
B. Engineering Report on I-710 Corridor Project RDEIR/SDEIS 

 
Shannon Willits of URS gave a PowerPoint overview on the status 
of the engineering work.  He said work on the alignment and 



footprint concept development is underway, as well as on the traffic 
forecasting modeling assumptions and methodology.  He said there 
is ongoing close coordination with Caltrans.  He said they have 
reworked the alignments for the SR-91 interchange and have 
developed a northbound collector/distributor road concept without a 
Slauson interchange with the objective to reduce impacts in Bell 
and Commerce. 
 
Dave Levinsohn of URS gave a PowerPoint presentation on key 
traffic forecasting inputs and assumptions.  He said there is a 
revised base year of 2012, with a horizon year of 2035.  He said 
key goods movement assumptions were being analyzed with and 
without the SCIG and ICTF expansion projects. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Steve 
Hilton, to receive and file the report.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 

C. Report on I-710 Corridor Project RDEIR/SDEIS Environmental 
Document 

 
Dave Levinsohn of URS gave a PowerPoint presentation providing 
a status report on the environmental studies.  He said they have 
continued preparing draft responses to comments received and 
have coordinated with the project team on engineering and traffic 
data needs for updated technical studies. 

 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Steve 
Hilton, to receive and file the report.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
D. Community Participation Report on I-710 Corridor Project 

RDEIR/SDEIS  
 

Pat McLaughlin of MIG gave a PowerPoint presentation previewing 
upcoming meetings of the Commerce Local Advisory Committee 
and the Community Advisory Committee. 
 
It was moved by Alex Hamilton, seconded by Ed Norris, to receive 
and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
E. I-710/I-5 EIR/EIS Update 

 
There was no report. 
 
 



 
 

G. Gateway Cities Technology Plan for Goods Movement 
 

The TAC viewed a PowerPoint presentation prepared by 
Cambridge Systematics which presented an overview of the project 
to create a technology plan for goods movement in the subregion.  
The project will conduct feasibility studies to leverage recent 
advances in technology regarding traveler information, mobile 
applications, and freight/enforcement technologies.  The end 
product would be a plan to facilitate near-term implementation of 
these technologies.  The project is estimated to take 18 months 
 
It was moved by Richard Garland, seconded by Alex Hamilton, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
H. Status of Early Action Sound Wall Project 

 
Vincent Chio of CH2M Hill gave a PowerPoint presentation which 
summarized the project progress to date on the Sound Walls 
feasibility study...He said an initial list of feasible new walls had 
been evaluated and conceptually engineered resulting in an 
updated/final list of feasible sound walls.  He presented a map 
showing the locations of these walls and discussed the wall 
aesthetics.  He said the proposed projects would include 4.9 miles 
of new walls and 7.1 miles of aesthetic treatment to existing walls.  
He said an updated list of feasible early action project walls would 
be presented to the TAC and Project Committee in May. 
 
It was moved by Alex Hamilton, seconded by Steve Hilton, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

I. Current I-710 Early Action Project Update 
 

There was no report. 
 

J. Report on Coordination with Other Transportation Projects 
 

There was no report. 
 

K. COG Engineer’s Report 
 

 There was no report. 
 
 
 



 
IX. Matters from the I-710 Technical Advisory Committee 

 
Mohammad Mostahkami asked that a report be presented next month 
regarding MOUs with agencies for review of the re-circulated EIR/EIS. 
 

X. Matters from the Chair 
 
 There were no matters from the Chair. 

 
XI. Adjournment 

 
The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 

 


