
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
I-710 CORRIDOR PROJECT EIR/EIS 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
16401 Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA 

August 21, 2013 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Pagett at 1:46 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call 
 

PRESENT: Bill Pagett, City of Cudahy, City of Maywood, and City of 
Paramount; Chris Vogt, City of Bell; Steve Hilton, City of Bell Gardens; Ed 
Norris, City of Downey; Steve Bos, City of Long Beach; Charlie Honeycutt, 
City of Signal Hill; Mohammad Mostahkami, City of South Gate; Kevin Wilson, 
City of Vernon; James Yang, County of Los Angeles; Garrett Damrath, 
Caltrans; Ernesto Chaves, MTA; Theresa Dau-Ngo, POLB; Kerry Cartwright, 
POLA; Susan Nakamura, SCAQMD; Garry Garrigue, SCE (ex officio); 
Michael Mercado, LADWP (ex officio).  
 
ABSENT:  Richard Garland, City of Carson; Alex Hamilton, City of 
Commerce; Hien Nguyen, City of Compton; James Enriquez, City of 
Huntington Park; Elias Saikaly, City of Lynwood; Jacob Waclaw, FHWA & 
FTA; Tommi Tyler, CHP; Phillip Law, SCAG; Art Goodwin, ACTA (ex officio).   
 
Other attendees included:  Paul Van Dyk, City of Long Beach; Jack Joseph, 
GCCOG; Adrian Alvarez, Metro; Lucy Olmos, Metro; Mario Gutierrez, 
Caltrans; Don Johnson, SCE; Tom Taber, SCE; Dave Levinsohn, URS; 
Shannon Willits, URS; Jennifer Rosales, URS; Rob McCann, LSA; Esmeralda 
Garcia, MIG; Amit Shah, HNTB; Mark Evans, HDR; J. D. Douglas, HDR-
InfraConsult; Shawn Clark, Cardno; Wayne Richardson, MARRS Services; 
Walt Quesada, Jacobs; Patricia Ochoa, Los Angeles. 

 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ernesto Chaves. 

 
IV. Amendments to the Agenda 

 
There were no amendments to the agenda. 

 
V. Public Comments 

 
There were no public comments. 

 



VI. Matters from Staff 
 
 There were no matters from the staff. 

 
VII. Consent Calendar 

 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Bill Pagett, to 
approve the minutes of the meeting of June 19, 2013.  The motion was 
approved unanimously. 

 
VIII. Reports 

 
A. Engineering Report on I-710 Corridor Project RDEIR/SDEIS 

 
Shannon Willits of URS gave a PowerPoint presentation regarding the 
status of the engineering effort.  He reported that an internal milestone 
had been reached in that they have reformatted Alternative 6C with a 
refined alignment for the freight corridor and added the new Alternative 6D 
(Community Alternative) with a zero emission freight corridor.  Mr. Willits 
reviewed the various design revisions along the corridor to avoid several 
key developments along the freeway corridor, conform to the Gerald 
Desmond Bridge design changes, revise the SCE relocation concept, and 
avoid LADWP and Los Angeles River impacts among other things. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Charlie 
Honeycutt, to receive and file the engineering report.  The motion was 
approved unanimously. 
 
B. Initial Traffic Modeling Results 

 
Dave Levinsohn of URS and Gill Hicks of Cambridge Systematics gave a 
PowerPoint presentation which updated the traffic forecasting key 
assumptions.  Mr. Levinsohn said today’s focus was on the goods 
movement assumptions and he invited Mr. Hicks to present a summary 
report.  Mr. Hicks reviewed the various terminologies used in the goods 
movement industry.   
 
Mr. Hicks said the 2035 forecast is for 110,000 daily truck trips to and from 
the ports and for 17,000 daily trips involved in transloading of port-related 
goods.  He said the forecast is for an additional 14,000 intermodal daily 
trips that are not port-related and 172,000 daily non-intermodal truck trips 
in the I-710 study area that are not port-related.  He said the 2035 
numbers reflect a reduction from the previous forecast from 43.2 million to 
41.4 million containers coming through the ports. 
 



Mr. Hicks reviewed the assumption for activity at the intermodal rail yards, 
as well as the SCIG and ICTF facilities.  Ernesto Chaves pointed out that 
all of these changes in forecasted activity were included in the SCAG 
Regional Transportation Plan. 
 
Dave Levinsohn reviewed the next steps in the traffic model forecasting. 
 
It was moved by Kevin Wilson, seconded by Charlie Honeycutt, to receive 
and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
C. Report on I-710 Corridor Project RDEIR/SDEIS Environmental 

Document 
 
Rob McCann of LSA gave a brief PowerPoint presentation on the status of 
the environmental studies.  He said that, effectively, the environmental 
team is on hold for the new traffic model data forecast.  He summarized 
what the next steps would be in the process. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Ed Norris, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
D. Community Participation Report on I-710 Corridor Project 

RDEIR/SDEIS 
 

Esmeralda Garcia of MIG gave a brief PowerPoint presentation that 
summarized the community, stakeholder, and agency meetings that had 
been since May.  She reviewed the schedule of meetings planned to be 
held the next two months. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Kevin Wilson, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
E. Update on Amendments to Metro’s MOU with Cities of the 

Gateway Cities COG in the I-710 Corridor 
 

Adrian Alvarez of MTA reported that requests had been received from six 
cities and said he needed to confirm that no other cities are interested in 
an MOU before presenting this to the MTA Board of Directors.  He said he 
would work through Jerry Wood to determine what level of effort is 
required. 
 
Mohammad Mostahkami said he was surprised that only six cities had 
responded.  He suggested sending out draft MOUs to all cities to give 
them one final chance to respond.  He said he would like to go forward 
with the MOUs.   
 



Adrian Alvarez said this item would be placed on the agenda every month. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Kevin Wilson, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
F. I-710/I-5 PSR-PDS Status and Update 

 
Ernesto Chaves reported that four proposals had been received for this 
project and that MTA is currently finalizing contract negotiations with one 
consultant.  He said the hope is to kick off the project at the end of the 
month. 
 
It was moved by Charlie Honeycutt, seconded by Ed Norris, to receive and 
file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
G. Current I-710 Early Action Projects Update 

 
Ernesto Chaves said that he expects to have design packages for bids for 
the sound walls completed by the end of the year.  He said the utility 
studies are on hold for the new traffic model numbers. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Kevin Wilson, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
H. COG Engineer’s Report 

 
There was no report. 

 
IX. Matters from the I-710 Technical Advisory Committee 

 
There were no matters from the TAC members. 

 
X. Matters from the Chair 
 
 There were no matters from the Chair. 

 
XI. Adjournment 

 
The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 2:53 p.m. 
 
 


