
 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
I-710 CORRIDOR PROJECT EIR/EIS 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
16401 Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA 

August 15, 2012 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Pagett at 1:38 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call 
 
PRESENT: Bill Pagett, City of Paramount and City of Maywood, Chair; 
Terry Rodrigue, City of Bell; Steve Hilton, City of Bell Gardens; Richard 
Garland, City of Carson; Alex Hamilton, City of Commerce; Ed Norris, City 
of Downey; Derek Wieske, City of Long Beach; Paul Nguyen, City of 
Lynwood; Mohammad Mostahkami, City of South Gate; Kevin Wilson, City 
of Vernon; James Yang, County of Los Angeles; Garrett Damrath, Caltrans; 
Adrian Alvarez, MTA; Kerry Cartwright, POLA; Susan Nakamura, AQMD; 
Art Goodwin, ACTA (ex officio).  

 
ABSENT: Hien Nguyen, City of Compton;  Saul Bolivar, City of Cudahy;  
Robert Quintero, City of Huntington Park; Charlie Honeycutt, City of Signal 
Hill; Jacob Waclaw, FHWA & FTA; Eric Shen, POLB; Tommi Tyler, CHP; 
Phillip Law, SCAG; Garry Garrigue, SCE (ex officio); Mark Sedlacek, 
LADWP (ex officio). 

 
Other attendees included:  Abdi Saghafi, Caltrans; Mario Gutierrez, 
Caltrans; Jack Waldron, URS; Esmeralda Garcia, MIG; Rob McCann, LSA; 
Gene Bougdanos, HNTB; Eric Brown, Parsons Brinckerhoff; Jim Hamlin, 
Jacobs; J. D. Douglas, InfraConsult; Wayne Richardson,  MARRS Services; 
Jerry Wood, GCCOG. 

 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was held. 

 
IV. Amendments to the Agenda 

 
There were no amendments to the agenda. 

 
V. Public Comments 

 
There were no public comments. 
 

 



 

 

VI. Matters from Staff 
 
 There were no matters from the staff. 

 
VII. Consent Calendar 

 
It was the consensus of the TAC to approve the minutes of July 18, 2012.   

 
VIII. Reports 

 
A. Engineering Report on I-710 Corridor Project EIR/EIS 

 
Jack Waldron of URS gave a brief update on the overall project and 
reviewed a power point.  He reported the continuing geometric reviews 
with the Caltrans HQ geometricians and coordination with Caltrans on 
the traffic simulations and the project report.  He also reported 
coordination for the two study sessions and support for the public 
hearings.  He also summarized a three-month look ahead and the 
release of the DEIR/EIS in June, including participating in the study 
sessions and support for the community meetings and the public 
hearings. 
 
It was the consensus of the TAC to receive and file the report.   

 
 

B. Environmental Studies Report  
 

Rob McCann of LSA gave a brief PowerPoint presentation on the status 
of the environmental studies.   He reported that the DEIR/EIS was 
submitted for public review on June 29 and the comment period was 
extended to September 28 by Caltrans.  He also reported that the three 
public hearings were held and LSA was preparing to begin to prepare 
the responses to comments.  LSA was also coordinating and 
participating in the various community meetings that were being planned 
and held. 
 
It was the consensus of the TAC to receive and file the report.   

 
C. Community Participation Report 

 
Esmeralda Garcia of MIG gave a brief PowerPoint report on community 
participation.  She reported that community meetings had been held and 
many more were being scheduled and requested that if any more cities 
or communities wanted to hold community meetings to let the project 
team know so they could be scheduled.  She also discussed the study 
sessions that were held.   



 

 

 
It was the consensus of the TAC to receive and file the report.   

 
D. I-710/I-5 EIR/EIS update 

 
Jerry Wood gave an update on the status of his continuing coordination 
with staff of Los Angeles County and the City of Commerce.  Adrian 
Alvarez discussed the status of the agreement between Caltrans and 
MTA for funding and that the basic boiler plate agreement between MTA 
and Caltrans was approved. 
 
It was the consensus of the TAC to receive and file the report.   

 
E. Current I-710 Early Action Projects Update 

 
Jerry Wood summarized the overall status of the various early action 
projects underway.  He reported on the possible changes to the south 
end of the project with respect to connections to the freight corridor and 
that work was progressing on that by the various I-710 teams. 
 
It was the consensus of the TAC to receive and file the report.   
 

F. Early Action Projects Presentations 
   

Ed Norris made a presentation regarding the Firestone Blvd. /Paramount 
Blvd. intersection project in the City of Downey as an early action 
project.  He reported that they have environmental clearance and are 
proceeding with the design and showed how the project (intersection no. 
62) was related to and impacted by the I-710 project.  He reviewed the 
proposed project improvements at the intersection.  He said the city is 
requesting $2.27 million of the remaining project cost assuming no loss 
of Metro’s 2007 Call for Projects funds, or $3.39 million, assuming loss 
of $1.12 million in Metro 2007 Call for Projects funds. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Derek Wieske, 
to recommend $2.27 million for the Firestone Blvd. /Paramount Blvd. 
intersection improvements requested by the City of Downey as their 
matching funds for the balance of the costs for the project.  The motion 
was approved unanimously.  
 
It was the consensus of the TAC that, if this results in the loss of $1.12 
million in Metro Call for Projects funds, the City of Downey return to 
request the balance of funds. 

 
 
 



 

 

G. Gateway Cities COG Engineer’s Report 
 

Jerry Wood briefly discussed the status of the Phase II Transportation 
Strategic Plan.    He reminded the TAC that the Project Committee 
meeting will be held on August 30.  He also reminded the TAC about 
community meetings and offered to help with them.  In addition, he 
discussed a presentation by Caltrans on their I-710 improvements for the 
next TAC meeting and a presentation on the multi-modal transportation 
impacts analysis from the 91/605/405 Feasibility Study.  Finally, he 
reviewed the selection process for the preferred alternative and the 
electrification study being prepared for the I-710 catenary system for the 
freight corridor. 
 
It was the consensus of the TAC to receive and file the report.   

 
IX. Matters from the I-710 Technical Advisory Committee 

 
There were no matters from the I-710 TAC. 

 
X. Matters from the Chair 
 
 There were no matters from the Chair. 

 
XI. Adjournment 

 
The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 3:45 p.m. 
 


