
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
I-710 CORRIDOR PROJECT EIR/EIS 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
16401 Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA 

April 18, 2012 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Dan Ojeda at 1:36 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call 
 

PRESENT: Steve Hilton, City of Bell Gardens; Hien Nguyen, City of Compton; 
Ed Norris, City of Downey; Derek Wieske, City of Long Beach; Daniel Ojeda, 
City of Lynwood; Lew Gluesing, City of Maywood and City of Paramount; 
Charlie Honeycutt, City of Signal Hill; Mohammad Mostahkami, City of South 
Gate; Kevin Wilson, City of Vernon; James Yang, County of Los Angeles; 
Garrett Damrath, Caltrans; Adrian Alvarez, MTA; Jolene Hayes, POLB; Kerry 
Cartwright, POLA; Ian MacMillan, AQMD; Garry Garrigue, SCE (ex officio).  
 
ABSENT: Terry Rodrigue, City of Bell; Farrokh Abolfathi, City of Carson; Bob 
Zarrilli, City of Commerce; Saul Bolivar, City of Cudahy; Wes Lind, City of 
Huntington Park; Jacob Waclaw, FHWA & FTA; Tommi Tyler, CHP; Phillip 
Law, SCAG; John Doherty, ACTA (ex officio); Mark Sedlacek, LADWP (ex 
officio). 
 
Other attendees included: Abdi Saghafi, Caltrans; Mario Gutierrez, Caltrans; 
Shozo Yoshikawa, POLA; Jerry Wood, GCCOG; Jack Joseph, GCCOG; J. D. 
Douglas, InfraConsult; Shannon Willits, URS; Rob McCann LSA; Esmeralda 
Garcia, MIG; Joe Quitter, HNTB; Hans Korve, Dragados; Brad Jensen, MBI; 
Mark Evans, HDR; Jocelyn Vivar, EYCEJ. 

 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mohammad Mostahkami. 

 
IV. Amendments to the Agenda 

 
There were no amendments to the agenda. 

 
V. Public Comments 

 
There were no public comments. 

 
VI. Matters from Staff 
 



 There were no matters from the staff. 
 

VII. Consent Calendar 
 

It was moved by Steve Hilton, seconded by Charlie Honeycutt, to approve 
the minutes of March 28, 2012.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
VIII. Reports 

 
A. Report on I-710 EIR/EIS Project Committee Meeting 

 
Jerry Wood gave a summary report on the I-710 Project Committee 
meeting of March 29th.  He reported that there was extensive discussion 
on the Draft EIR/EIS review period and after much discussion and one 
failed vote the PC took no action but will consider the matter again at its 
May 31st meeting.  He said the benefits of the option to extend the zero 
emission corridor to SR-60 were presented to the Project Committee, as 
well as the key findings of the Community Impacts Analysis. 
 
It was moved by Kevin Wilson, seconded by Lew Gluesing, to receive 
and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
B. Engineering Report on I-710 Corridor Project EIR/EIS 

 
Shannon Willits of URS gave a brief update on the overall project and 
reviewed a PowerPoint presentation.  He reported on the key milestones 
and the final coordination that is taking place in advance of the release 
of the Draft EIR/EIS.  He reported that the draft project report was 
updated to include the design of the zero emission corridor extension.  
He summarized a three-month look ahead, including the expected 
release of the Draft EIR/EIS in June. 
 
Mohammad Mostahkami asked if there had been any developments 
from the railroads regarding the Patata Street design.  Jerry Wood 
responded that MTA is attempting to set up a meeting with Union Pacific 
Railroad. 

 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Kevin Wilson, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
C. Environmental Studies Report on I-710 Corridor Project EIR/EIS 
 

Rob McCann of LSA gave a brief PowerPoint presentation on the status 
of the environmental studies.  He reported that they were continuing to 
address EPA’s comments and summarized the key findings of air quality 
analysis for the extension of the zero emission freight corridor and the 



benefits for Commerce and East Los Angeles.  He also reported that the 
final technical studies were being completed for release of the Draft 
EIR/EIS in a few months and that Caltrans was reviewing.  Mr. McCann 
reviewed the work in progress leading to the release of the Draft 
EIR/EIS. 
 
It was moved by Kerry Cartwright, seconded by Jolene Hayes, to receive 
and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
D. Community Participation Report on I-710 Corridor EIR/EIS 

 
Esmeralda Garcia of MIG gave a brief update on the community 
participation activities.  She reported that a few community meetings 
were held and briefly reviewed the public participation process and 
approach diagram and reviewed the outreach process that will be used 
during the review of the Draft EIR/EIS.  In addition to the formal Caltrans 
process of three public hearings during the 60 day public comment 
period there will be a series of study sessions for informational purposes 
for community groups. 
 
Mohammad Mostahkami said he wants to make sure that the 
consultants have the most updated information regarding the names and 
addresses of property owners. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Kevin Wilson, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
It was moved and seconded to receive and file the report.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
E. I-710/I-5 EIR/EIS Status Report 

 
Adrian Alvarez, MTA, reported that MTA had provided $2 million to 
Caltrans for work on the I-710/I-5 interchange and that work on that 
project is expected to start soon once a scope of work is worked out with 
Caltrans. 
 
It was moved by Kerry Cartwright, seconded by Kevin Wilson, to receive 
and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
 

F. Current I-710 Early Action Projects Update 
 

Jerry Wood gave a brief update report saying that the three utility studies 
and sound walls feasibility study are all underway.  Derek Wieske 
offered to bring a presentation on the Shoemaker Bridge to the TAC. 



 
It was moved by Kevin Wilson, seconded by Charlie Honeycutt, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
 

G. Early Action Projects List—Programming of Measure R Funds 
Update  

 
Adrian Alvarez of MTA gave a brief presentation and noted that the COG 
Transportation Committee and COG Board of Directors had concurred 
with the two TAC recommendations for programming the Measure R 
funds and that would be presented to the MTA Board at its May meeting.  
He also reported that MTA was moving forward with MOUs to provide 
support funding to the local cities/communities for review of the Draft 
EIR/EIS. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Lew Gluesing, 
to receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
H. Gateway Cities COG Engineer’s Report 

 
Jerry Wood briefly discussed the status of the Transportation Strategic 
Plan and the situation with geometric reviews by Caltrans geometricians 
from Sacramento.  He also stated that the process for the TAC (and 
other community groups) will be to provide recommendations to the 
Project Committee and Environmental Committee for a preferred 
alternative for the Final EIR/EIS after the comments are received and 
compiled from the circulation of the Draft EIR/EIS. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Steve Hilton, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
IX. Matters from the I-710 Technical Advisory Committee 

 
Mohammad Mostahkami commended Caltrans on the improved 
appearance of I-710. 

 
X. Matters from the Chair 
 
 There were no matters from the Vice Chair. 

 
XI. Adjournment 
 

The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 2:48 p.m. 
 


