
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
I-710 CORRIDOR PROJECT EIR/EIS 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
16401 Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA 

April 16, 2014 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Pagett at 1:35 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call 
 

PRESENT: Bill Pagett, Chair, City of Maywood, and City of Paramount; 
Terry Rodrigue, City of Bell; Richard Garland, City of Carson; Wendell 
Johnson, City of Commerce; Glen Kau, City of Compton; Mohammad 
Mostahkami, City of Downey; Emilio M. Murga, City of Lynwood; Charlie 
Honeycutt, City of Signal Hill; Nisha Patel, City of South Gate; Kevin Wilson, 
City of Vernon; James Yang, County of Los Angeles; Ron Kosinski, Caltrans; 
Ernesto Chaves, MTA; Jennifer Haith Farinas, POLB; Shozo Yoshikawa, 
POLA; Peter Greenwald, SCAQMD.  
 
ABSENT:  Steve Hilton, City of Bell Gardens; Saul Bolivar, City of 
Cudahy; James Enriquez, City of Huntington Park; Derek Weiske, City of 
Long Beach; Jacob Waclaw, FHWA & FTA; Tommi Tyler, CHP; Annie Nam, 
SCAG; Art Goodwin, ACTA (ex officio); Donald Johnson, SCE (ex officio); 
Michael Mercado, LADWP (ex officio).  
 
Other attendees included:  Chris A. Vogt, City of Bell; Jerry Wood, GCCOG; 
Jack Joseph, GCCOG; Danielle Valentino, MTA; Mario Gutierrez, Caltrans; 
URS; Dave Levinsohn, URS; Esmeralda Garcia, MIG; Rob McCann, LSA; 
Kekoa Anderson, KOA Consulting; Pat Somerville, HNTB; Gene Bogdanos, 
RBF Baker; Mark Evans, HDR; Sam Ekrami, Parsons Brinckerhoff; Wayne 
Richardson, MARRS Services; Gabriel Rodriguez, Parsons; Leonard 
Sequeira, Parsons. 

 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was held. 

 
IV. Amendments to the Agenda 

 
There were no amendments to the agenda. 

 
V. Public Comments 

 
There were no public comments. 



VI. Matters from Staff 
 
 There were no matters from the staff. 

 
VII. Consent Calendar 

 
It was the consensus of the TAC to approve the minutes of the meetings 
of February 19, 2014, and March 19, 2014. 

 
VIII. Reports 

 
A. Community Participation Report on I-710 Corridor Project 

RDEIR/SDEIS 
 

Esmeralda Garcia, MIG, gave a PowerPoint presentation that summarized 
the community participation meetings that had taken place, the material 
that had been reviewed, and the next meetings that are planned to be 
held. 
 
It was the consensus of the TAC to receive and file the report.   
 
B. RDEIR/SDEIS Next Steps and Schedule Overview 

 
Rob McCann, LSA, gave a PowerPoint presentation which briefly 
summarized the EIR/EIS process review and current status.  He said the 
current step is to define the alternatives to be analyzed in the 
RDEIR/SDEIS.  Following that, the schedule calls for preliminary design 
and traffic forecasts to be updated in July, and for updated engineering 
and environmental studies of the alternatives to be completed in early 
spring 2015.  The RDEIR/SDEIS would be re-circulated for public review 
in early 2016. 
 
It was the consensus of the TAC to receive and file the report.   
 
C. Initial Recommendations of Preliminary Alternatives for 

Consideration to be Included in the RDEIR/SDEIS 
 

Dave Levinsohn, URS, gave a PowerPoint presentation which discussed 
the two build alternatives recommended to be considered for inclusion in 
the RDEIR/SDEIS.  He said Alternative 5C would consist of 10 general 
purpose lanes and a modernized freeway.  Alternative 7 would have 8 
general purpose lanes, a modernized freeway, and an adjacent 4-lane 
zero emission or near zero emission freight corridor. 
 
Mr. Levinsohn reviewed the original Purpose and Need Statement for the 
I-710 Corridor and how the two build alternatives addressed that 



document’s priorities.  He said the revised alternatives reflected new 
context sensitive design elements, refined traffic forecasts, and updated 
air quality analysis.  He said Alternative 7 included all of the I-710 freeway 
build elements of “Community Alternative 7”.  He said the freight corridor 
would be assessed as to the locations of ingress/egress to encourage its 
utilization, based on a better understanding of the travel patterns of the 
trucks which utilize the freeway.   
 
Mr. Levinsohn said the recommendation is that both Alternative 5C and 
Alternative 7 include: maximum goods movement by rail; TSM/TDM/ITS 
improvements; transit improvements; arterial improvements; active 
transportation improvements; consideration of public/private partnerships; 
and zero emission or near zero emission truck deployment enhancement 
programs. 
 
There was discussion among some of the TAC members regarding their 
concern that if a freight corridor were not constructed the goal of 
separation of trucks and cars may not be achieved. 
 
It was moved by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Kevin Wilson, to 
receive and file the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
D. Current I-710 Early Action Project Update 

 
Jerry Wood, GCCOG, and Ernesto Chaves, MTA, gave provided brief 
updates on the early action sound walls and utility studies.  It was moved 
by Mohammad Mostahkami, seconded by Kevin Wilson, to receive and file 
the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Kekoa Anderson, KOA Consulting, gave a PowerPoint presentation on the 
City of Long Beach’s Shoemaker Bridge early action project.  He gave a 
brief history of the bridge and said that the bridge, as it currently exists, is 
not compatible with the I-710 build alternatives.  He said the most 
important consideration for the project is the safety issue, there having 
been 10 fatalities on the facility during the period of 2002-11.  He said the 
environmental work on the project had been completed and that an RFQ 
for final design would be out in May.  It was moved by Charlie Honeycutt, 
seconded by Mohammad Mostahkami, to receive and file the report.  The 
motion was approved unanimously. 
 
E. COG Engineer’s Report 

 
Gateway Cities COG Engineer Jerry Wood reported that the elements of 
the Gateway Cities Strategic Transportation Plan that are finalized are 
being worked through the Gateway Cities process for approval.  He said 
the macro traffic models are finalized and will be presented to the cities.  



He said the scope for the east/west freight corridor was being revised to 
let MTA or SCAG do the SR-60/SR-57 interchange.  Mr. Wood said the 
feasibility of toll lanes on I-405 was being examined by MTA.  He said 
presentations regarding the toll lanes would be coming before the TAC. 
 
Mr. Wood announced that he would be retiring as COG Engineer at the 
end of the month. 
 
Chairman Bill Pagett thanked Jerry Wood for putting the Gateway Cities 
COG ahead of all the other COGs and even some states in terms of 
transportation planning.  He said the Strategic Transportation Plan needs 
to go forward.  He said there can always be changes made later.  
Chairman Pagett said we can’t keep stopping the process every time there 
are turnovers in city staffs or elected officials. 
 
Mohammad Mostahkami said Jerry Wood had not only been working with 
city officials, but also with the communities.  He said Jerry was always 
available to attend these local meetings.  He said this COG has been 
more proactive than any other COG. 
 
Ernesto Chaves thanked Jerry Wood on behalf of himself and MTA. 
 
Ron Kosinski said this loss is like losing five people. 
 

IX. Matters from the I-710 Technical Advisory Committee 
 

There were no matters from the TAC members. 
 

X. Matters from the Chair 
 
 There were no matters from the Chair. 

 
XI. Adjournment 

 
The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 3:05 PM.  


