
AMENDED 
 

MINUTES OF THE JOINT MEETING OF THE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

GATEWAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
AND THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Gateway Cities Council of Governments 
16401 Paramount Blvd. 
Paramount, California 

May 2, 2018 
 

President Pineda called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. 
 

PRESENT:  President Jhonny Pineda, City of Huntington Park 
First Vice President Fernando Dutra, City of Whittier 
Immediate Past President Al Austin, City of Long Beach 
Member Tony Lima, City of Artesia 
Member Ali Saleh, City of Bell 
Member Raymond Dunton, City of Bellflower 
Member Naresh Solanki, City of Cerritos 
Member Oralia Rebollo, City of Commerce 
Member Emma Sharif, City of Compton 
Member Christian Hernandez, City of Cudahy 
Member Alex Saab, City of Downey 
Member Reynaldo Rodriguez, City of Hawaiian Gardens 
Member John Lewis, City of La Mirada 
Member Sal Alatorre, City of Lynwood 
Member Joaquin Lanuza, City of Maywood 
Member Jack Hadjinian, City of Montebello 
Member Margarita Rios, City of Norwalk  
Member Diane J. Martinez, City of Paramount 
Member Brent Tercero, City of Pico Rivera 
Member Joe Angel Zamora, City of Santa Fe Springs 
Member Edward H. J. Wilson, City of Signal Hill 
Member Maria Davila, City of South Gate 
Member William Davis, City of Vernon 
Member Herlinda Chico, Office of Supervisor Janice Hahn 
Member Joseph Martinez, Office of Supervisor Hilda Solis 
 
ABSENT:    Member Cinde MacGugan Cassidy, City of Avalon 
Member Pedro Aceituno, City of Bell Gardens 
Member Mark D. Radecki, City of Industry 
Member Diane DuBois, City of Lakewood 
Member Robert Garcia, City of Long Beach 
Member David Riccitiello, Office of Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas 
Member Bonnie Lowenthal, Port of Long Beach (ex officio) 
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ALSO PRESENT: Whittier City Manager Jeff Collier, Chair, City Managers 
Steering Committee; Signal Hill City Manager Charlie Honeycutt; Long 
Beach Manager of Government Affairs Diana Tang; Huntington Park Police 
Chief Cosme Lozano; Signal Hill Police Chief Chris Nunley; South Gate 
Police Chief Randy Davis; Bell Gardens Director of Public Works Chau Vu; 
Downey Director of Public Works Mohammad Mostahkami; La Mirada 
Director of Public Works Mark Stowell; Vernon Director of Public Works 
Daniel Wall; Paul Alva, Assistant Deputy Director, Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Works; Lance Grindle, Principal Engineer, Los 
Angeles County Department of Public Works; Edel Vizcarra, Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Works; Artesia Administrative Manager 
Pradeep Elayath; Artesia Management Analyst Beatriz Lopez; Antonio 
Chapa, District Director, Office of Supervisor Hilda Solis; Deputy Los 
Angeles District Attorney Michele Hanisee; Sharon Weissman, 
Transportation Deputy, Long Beach Mayor Robert Garcia; Julia Brown, 
Community Relations Manager, Metro; Kristine Guerrero, Public Affairs 
Manager, League of California Cities; Joel Roberts, Chief Executive Officer, 
PATH; Elizabeth Heger, Director, PATH; Grace Kast, Executive Officer, 
Gateway Water Management Authority; Mark Stanley, Executive Officer, 
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy; Alex Linz, Project Manager, 
Watershed Conservation Authority; Jane Tsong, Project Manager, 
Watershed Conservation Authority; GCCOG Executive Director Nancy 
Pfeffer; GCCOG Deputy Executive Director Jack Joseph; GCCOG Deputy 
General Counsel Ivy Tsai; Yvette Kirrin, GCCOG Consultant Engineer/I-5 
JPA Executive Director; Karen Heit, GCCOG Transportation Analyst. 
 

Roll was taken through self-introductions. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Member Tercero. 
 
There were no amendments to the agenda. 
 
Huntington Park Police Chief Cosme Lozano addressed the Board on behalf of the 
California Police Chiefs Association in support of the Reducing Crime and Keeping 
California Safe Act initiative.  He encouraged the Board’s support of the initiative. 
 
Michele Hanisee, President of the Association of Deputy District Attorneys also 
spoke in support of the Reducing Crime and Keeping California Safe Act initiative, 
saying it is intended to reverse the negative effects caused by Proposition 57 which 
permitted the early release of felons convicted of “non-violent” crimes.  She said 
these “non-violent” crimes included rape of an unconscious person, sex trafficking 
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of a child, and other offenses, which has led to the early release of persons who 
have gone on to commit serious crimes. 
 
There were no matters from staff. 
 
President Pineda called forward retiring Downey Public Works Director 
Mohammad Mostahkami and presented him with a plaque recognizing him for his 
service to the Gateway Cities.  Member Saab and Member Davila spoke of Mr. 
Mostahkami’s professionalism and courtesy during his time with their respective 
cities of Downey and South Gate. 
 
It was moved by Member Lima, seconded by Member Alatorre, to approve the 
consent calendar.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Grace Kast, Executive Officer, Gateway Water Management Authority, gave a 
PowerPoint that provided an overview of the draft program elements of the Safe, 
Clean Water Initiative tentatively planned for a countywide election in November.    
She said the measure would produce $300 million a year for three programs: 
municipal, in which 40% of the revenues would go directly to cities; a Flood Control 
District program, in which 10% of the revenues would go to Los Angeles County 
for administration, education projects, and scientific studies; and a regional 
program funded from 50% of the revenues.  There would be no sunset on this 
property assessment. 
 
Regarding the municipal program, Ms. Kast said 70% of the revenues must be 
used for new projects, with up to 30% being eligible for maintenance.  70% of the 
maintenance funds must be used on the new projects.  She reviewed the biennial 
project submission and approval process, which begins with a project submittal to 
a 15-member watershed area steering committee, determined by the project’s 
location.  She said the Gateway region would have two steering committees, one 
covering the lower San Gabriel River and the other for the lower Los Angeles River.  
She went on to review the makeup and responsibilities of the various committees 
that would be involved in the project approval process. 
 
Whittier City Manager Jeff Collier presented the recommendation from the City 
Managers Steering Committee.  He said the Steering Committee felt it was very 
difficult to take a position on the initiative given the State Auditor’s report which 
was highly critical of the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Board.  Additionally, 
there is a pending lawsuit challenging the Water Board’s MS-4 permit, which is 
much more onerous for cities than surrounding counties’ permits. 
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It was moved by President Pineda, seconded by Member Davis, to receive and file 
the report.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Joel Roberts, Chief Executive Officer, PATH, gave a PowerPoint presentation on 
PATH’s Report on Regional Coordination to Combat and Address Homelessness.  
He introduced Elizabeth Heger, Senior Director at PATH, who is serving as the 
interim director of the Gateway Connections program following the departure of 
Meredith Berkson to the County’s Homeless Initiative.  Mr. Roberts reviewed the 
2017 Homeless Count in the County as well as the history of homeless services in 
the Gateway Cities.  Since the initiation of the COG’s program through PATH in 
2012, there have been 28,821 unduplicated contacts with homeless individuals, 
with 2,184 people placed in interim housing and 1,964 previously homeless 
persons permanently housed. 
 
Mr. Roberts explained the reasons why a regional approach to homelessness 
works: homeless people move between cities; pooling resources makes a bigger 
impact; and Measure H funding is distributed in a regional way.  The three goals 
of the updated regional plan are: increased coordination between homeless 
service providers and cities; engaging residents and special groups; and 
increasing the stock of interim, affordable, and supportive housing. 
 
Mark Stanley, Executive Officer of the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, gave 
a PowerPoint presentation on the Gateway Cities and Rivers Urban Greening 
Master Plan.  He explained that “green infrastructure” means nature-based 
solutions in development of projects.  He compared “gray” (conventional 
engineering) versus “green” infrastructure projects with regard to various 
environmental impacts.  With regard to stormwater, gray infrastructure directs 
runoff to asphalt streets, concrete gutters, and storm drains.  A combined 
gray/green approach would add perforated pipe or detention chambers beneath 
the street to capture stormwater.  A fully green approach would capture and 
infiltrate stormwater on site, primarily using soils and plants, such as with parkway 
basins and rain gardens.  Additionally, green infrastructure, he said, becomes 
more cost effective over time. 
 
Mr. Stanley reviewed the current land use categories that make up the Gateway 
Cities region and highlighted how currently so much rainwater is lost to storm 
drains, while landscapes are irrigated with potable water.  He gave examples of 
how single-use landscapes can be converted into landscapes that have multiple 
benefits.  He said there will be a soft launch of the Gateway Cities and Rivers 
Guide to Urban Greening in September 2018. 
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It was moved by Member Chico, seconded by Member Dunton, to receive and file 
reports B and C.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
The Executive Director reported that now was the time for the Board to consider 
nominations for three expiring terms for community member transit user positions 
on the Metro Gateway Cities Service Council.  She explained that the three 
incumbents in those positions all submitted applications for re-appointment to the 
Council: Wally Shidler, Richard Burnett, and Jo Ann Eros-Delgado. 
 
It was moved by Member Alatorre, seconded by Member Davila, to submit to the 
MTA Board of Directors the nominations of Wally Shidler, Richard Burnett, and Jo 
Ann Eros-Delgado to fill the vacancies for community member transit users on the 
Metro Gateway Cities Service Council.  The motion was approved unanimously.   
 
Whittier City Manager Jeff Collier presented the recommendation of the City 
Managers Steering Committee for support of the “Reducing Crime and Keeping 
California Safe Act of 2018”, an initiative that is being circulated for inclusion on 
the November 2018 state ballot.  He said the measure would: reclassify some 
“non-violent” crimes under Proposition 57 as “violent” to prevent the early release 
of criminals convicted for these crimes; reform the parole system to stop the early 
release of violent felons; reform theft laws to restore accountability for serial 
thieves and organized theft gangs; and expand DNA collection to include those 
convicted of drug, theft, domestic violence, and other serious crimes to help solve 
rape, murder, and other violent crimes and to exonerate those wrongfully accused. 
 
It was moved by Member Dunton, seconded by Member Davila, to approve the 
recommendation to support the “Reducing Crime and Keeping California Safe Act 
of 2018” initiative. 
 
Immediate Past President Austin said he is trying to find how this initiative falls into 
the mission of the COG and recommended that the item be received and filed. 
 
It was moved by Immediate Past President Austin, seconded by Member Wilson, 
as a substitute motion, to receive and file the report. 
 
Member Alatorre said this initiative is intended to correct the negative 
consequences of Proposition 57. 
 
Member Zamora said he supported the initiative. 
 
Member Tercero said he agreed with Immediate Past President Austin that this 
issue is outside the scope of the COG’s mission. 
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Member Hadjinian said this initiative is a correction to two bad propositions that 
have inundated our law enforcement agencies. 
 
Member Dunton said public safety is a regional problem. 
 
Member Davila said our mission includes improving the quality of life of our 
communities and public safety is part of this. 
 
Member Wilson said the initiative has not yet qualified for the ballot and if it does 
there will be another opportunity to take a position. 
 
President Pineda asked for a show of hands of those in support and those in 
opposition to the substitute motion to receive and file the report.  The motion failed 
by show of hands, with six in support. 
 
President Pineda then asked for a show of hands of those in support or opposition 
to the original motion to support the “Reducing Crime and Keeping California Safe 
Act of 2018” initiative.  The motion was approved with three no votes and one 
abstention. 
 
The Executive Director reported on the Veterans and Affordable Housing Bond Act 
on the June ballot which would generate $4 billion for affordable housing programs, 
infill infrastructure projects, and the veterans’ home ownership program.  She said 
the League of California Cities has requested support of this bond measure and 
that the City Managers Steering Committee had also recommended support. 
 
It was moved by Member Saleh, seconded by Member Tercero, to support the 
Veterans and Affordable Housing Bond Act.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 
The Executive Director reported on the proposed SCAG Bylaws amendment to be 
considered by the SCAG General Assembly that would allow past presidents of 
SCAG to serve on the Regional Council, potentially in a voting capacity.  She said 
the General Assembly would take place the next day.  She referred the Board to a 
letter prepared by the Orange County Council of Governments which expressed 
concerns about the proposed amendment.  These concerns include the effect on 
geographic representation on the Regional Council, the potential for simultaneous 
service on SCAG and in higher office; potential for conflicts of interest; the 
members’ eligibility to serve on SCAG policy committees; fiscal/financial 
implications.  She said the City Managers Steering Committee had recommended 
opposition to this bylaws amendment. 
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It was moved by First Vice President Dutra, seconded by Member Davila, to 
oppose the proposed amendment to the SCAG Bylaws.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 
The Executive Director reported that the City Managers Steering Committee had 
reviewed a draft of the COG’s Fiscal Year 2018-19 Budget and had voted to 
recommend a 5% increase in annual COG base dues.  She said there was a 
consensus among the managers that a very modest increase in COG dues was 
justified based on the COG’s consistently tight margin between income and 
expenses and increases in basic operational costs in the three years since the last 
adjustment to COG dues. 
 
The Deputy Executive Director said for most cities the dues increase would be less 
than a thousand dollars but would result in a total increase of about $30,000 to the 
COG’s general fund.  In response to an inquiry about which costs had increase, 
the Deputy Executive Director responded that one significant factor is that after 
many years of not charging for use of its facilities for the various meetings of the 
COG, the City of Paramount would be instituting a charge to recapture the cost of 
the City’s staff time in setting up and cleaning up before and after these meetings. 
 
It was moved by Member Dunton, seconded by Member Hernandez, to approve 
the recommendation to increase the annual dues by 5%.  The motion was 
approved unanimously, with two abstentions. 
 
The Deputy Executive Director presented a report which recommended that the 
COG move its bank account and establish a line of credit account of $150,000 with 
Pacific Premier Bank.  He explained that the COG’s very low reserve, and the fact 
that many of the COG expenditures are made in advance of expected 
reimbursement from grants results in the COG habitually having a cash flow issue 
late in the fiscal year until the following year’s dues and assessments payments 
start to be received.  As a way to address this, he said he approached the COG’s 
current bank about the feasibility of opening a modest line of credit that the COG 
could tap into on a short-term basis until the following year’s receipts start coming 
in.  He said the line of credit would enable the COG to avoid the less attractive 
options of asking cities to pay their dues early or to hold invoices until the new 
fiscal year.  He said the COG’s current bank declined to offer a line of credit that 
low and suggested that the COG contact a smaller, community bank that is more 
likely to be open to a line of credit that low. 
 
The Deputy Executive Director reviewed the proposal received from Pacific 
Premier Bank, which he described as a well performing community bank based in 
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Irvine and primarily serving the Orange, San Diego, and Los Angeles county area.  
He said that not only was the bank open to offering a $150,000 line of credit, but 
the monthly service charges on the COG’s checking account would be a 
substantial savings over what they are currently. 
 
It was moved by Member Dunton, seconded by Member Wilson, to approve the 
move of the COG’s checking account and the opening of a $150,000 line of credit 
with Pacific Premier Bank, and that the Board be notified of any use of the line of 
credit. 
 
In response to a question of who would be authorized to draw down on the line of 
credit the Deputy Executive Director responded that it would be the same four 
officers who are authorized to sign checks on behalf of the COG. 
 
It was moved as a substitute motion by President Pineda, seconded by Immediate 
Past President Austin, to continue this item to a future meeting. 
 
Member Wilson said that, as a CPA, he understands the need and value of the line 
of credit. 
 
President Pineda asked for a show of hands on the substitute motion to continue 
this item.  The motion failed by show of hands. 
 
President Pineda then asked for a vote on the motion to establish the account and 
line of credit with Pacific Premier Bank.  The motion was approved unanimously, 
with Immediate Past President Austin abstaining. 
 
Member Dunton pointed out that it was now after 8:00 and that the agenda states 
that no new items can be taken up unless the Board votes to extend the meeting. 
 
It was moved by Member Wilson, seconded by Member Dunton, to adjourn.  The 
motion was approved unanimously.   
 
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 
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