
From: Jackson, Dion <dljackso@price.usc.edu> 
To: Gerald Caton <geraldcaton@ymail.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020, 7:55:37 AM PDT 
Subject: Re: Gateway Cities Council of Governments Re: USC Partnership 

Hi Jerry, 

It was good to hear what you and the GCCOG are considering to support your region in the 
recovery from COVID-19.  Based on our discussion and your correspondence with Dr. Painter, 
we should talk regarding a budget and timeline for the CEDS. 

This is work we have proposed to EDA for the 26 most distressed cities across the 10-county 
Southern California region.  Seven of the cities are in the Gateway Cities region. 

The Center will stimulate private investment in Main Street and small manufacturers with 
the: 

(1)               Capital Access Program for Main Street and Small Manufacturing 
Businesses – create an urgently needed working capital loan pool by enlisting the 
region’s lending and philanthropic institutions to participate. 
(2)               Online Pandemic Recovery Workshop Series for Small Businesses – 
provide timely information to business owners and managers to help them 
respond to the new business demands brought on by the coronavirus pandemic.  

The public sector, particularly small cities with access to fewer resources, have become 
distressed almost overnight. The Center will enhance their ability to compete economically 
via: 

(3)               Small City Synergy Strategy to Recover, Restore, and Prepare 
             a. Planning – prepare an economic recovery strategic plan for a group of 
three or more small cities based on synergies between the cities. 
             b. Plan Implementation – establish a synergistic partnership between three 
or more small cities to implement the strategic plan to help stabilize their 
economies leading to greater business momentum and expanded employment 
opportunities. 

I have a conference call at 8:30 AM, following which I will complete the unemployment and per 
capita calculations for the Gateway Cities region.  

Best Regards,  
 
Dion 
 
Dion Jackson, MBA, MRED, MPl 
Program Director 
USC Center for Economic Development 
Adjunct Associate Professor 
Sol Price School of Public Policy 


