
GATEWAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
JOINT MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

Monday, December 7, 2020  
5:00 p. m. Meeting 

 
TELECONFERENCE MEETING VIA ZOOM 

 
Register in advance for this webinar: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EcDFF0M4RA-7w7JNFV-hQw 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information 

about joining the webinar. 
  

AGENDA 
 

AGENDA REPORTS AND OTHER WRITTEN DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE 
GATEWAY CITIES COG WEBSITE AT WWW.GATEWAYCOG.ORG. 

 
ON MARCH 4, 2020, GOVERNOR NEWSOM PROCLAIMED A STATE OF EMERGENCY 
TO EXIST IN CALIFORNIA AS A RESULT OF THE THREAT OF COVID-19. THE 
GOVERNOR HAS ISSUED EXECUTIVE ORDERS THAT TEMPORARILY SUSPEND 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE BROWN ACT, INCLUDING ALLOWING PUBLIC AGENCIES 
TO HOLD PUBLIC MEETINGS VIA TELECONFERENCING AND TO MAKE PUBLIC 
MEETINGS ACCESSIBLE TELEPHONICALLY OR OTHERWISE ELECTRONICALLY TO 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: To address the Board of Directors on any agenda item or a 
matter within the Board’s purview, please provide written comments by 3 p.m., 
December 7, 2020, via email to info@gatewaycog.org. All written comments submitted 
will become part of the official record. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
III. AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA - This is the time and place to change the order 

of the agenda, delete or add any agenda item(s). 
 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS – All submitted written comments will be read at this time. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EcDFF0M4RA-7w7JNFV-hQw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EcDFF0M4RA-7w7JNFV-hQw
http://www.gatewaycog.org/
mailto:info@gatewaycog.org


V. MATTERS FROM STAFF 

 
VI. REPORTS 

 
A. Review of Letter in Response to County Public Health Orders 
 
 SUGGESTED ACTION:  A MOTION TO APPROVE COMMENT LETTER AND/OR 
PROVIDE ADDITIONAL DIRECTION TO STAFF & RECEIVE & FILE REPORT 

 
VII. MATTERS FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 VIII. MATTERS FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 

NOTICE: New items will not be considered after 8:00 p.m. unless the Board of Directors votes to 
extend the time limit. Any items on the agenda that are not completed will be forwarded to the next 
regular Board of Directors meeting scheduled for Wednesday, January 6, 2021, 6:00 PM. 

IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, IF YOU NEED SPECIAL 
ASSISTANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT THE COG OFFICE AT (562) 
663-6850. NOTIFICATION 48 HOURS PRIOR TO THE MEETING WILL ENABLE THE COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNMENTS TO MAKE REASONABLE ARRANGEMENT TO ENSURE ACCESSIBILITY TO THIS 
MEETING. 

10 Min 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VI. REPORTS 

ITEM A 

Review of Letter in Response to  
County Public Health Orders 
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TO:  Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Nancy Pfeffer – Executive Director 
 
SUBJECT: Response to County Public Health Orders  
 

Background 
 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health has 
issued numerous orders intended to prevent further spread of disease.  
 
Economic development is one of the four policy priorities of the Gateway Cities COG. However, the 
COG staff does not have expertise in public health. 
 
Issue 
 
The most recent County health orders include the following: 
 

• Effective Wednesday, November 25 at 10:00 p.m., the County restricted restaurants, 
breweries, wineries and bars to take-out, drive-through, and delivery services, ending outdoor 
dining for a three-week period. 

• Effective Monday, November 30 for three weeks, the County asks individuals to remain in 
their homes and with their immediate households as much as possible, reduce mingling with 
others not in their household, and wear a face covering whenever engaging in activities 
outside the home where they could be in contact with others not in their households; and 
reduces capacity at sites where non-household members mingle to avoid crowding. 

 
Several Gateway cities have adopted resolutions and sent letters to the County Board of Supervisors 
asking them to overturn the ban on outdoor dining. These cities are concerned about the economic 
effects of the three-week order. The Downey letter and resolution, and letters from Lakewood and 
Whittier are attached. 
 
At the request of the COG Officers, this issue was brought to the COG Board on December 2 with a 
draft letter for consideration. The Board directed staff to prepare a more forceful letter addressed to 
the Board of Supervisors, requesting the outdoor dining ban be rescinded. A revised draft letter is 
attached. 
 
Since the December 2 COG Board meeting, Governor Newsom has issued an additional statewide 
safer-at-home order with restrictions to be triggered on a regional basis, based on percentage 
remaining capacity in intensive care units. The Gateway Cities are part of the Southern California 
region, which includes all counties adjacent to Los Angeles County except Kern County, which is not 
next to the Gateway Cities. Thus, all counties in the Southern California region would be under the 
same orders while this policy is in effect. 
 
The San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments has submitted a letter to the County Department of 
Public Health, requesting improved communications between city managers and staff, and public 
health officials. This would allow for a better opportunity to understand the data and reasoning behind 
the decisions being made and how the information is being communicated to the public. The San 
Gabriel Valley City Managers observed that the situation is rapidly changing, with new orders 
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expected at the state level that could supersede County orders. 
 
The South Bay Cities Council of Governments has submitted a letter to the County Board of 
Supervisors requesting modifications to the outdoor dining ban to reflect local conditions, and 
additional financial support for restaurants. The South Bay COG submitted a similar letter to the 
Governor. 
 
Recommended Action 
 
Review and approve comment letter to Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors and/or provide 
additional direction to staff. 
 
Attachments 
 

• Draft Gateway Cities COG letter to Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 

• Draft letter and Resolution from City of Downey to County Board of Supervisors 

• Letter from City of Lakewood to County Board of Supervisors 

• Letter from City of Whittier to County Board of Supervisors 

• Letter from San Gabriel Valley COG to County Department of Public Health 

• Letter from South Bay Cities COG to County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

December 7, 2020 

 

The Honorable Kathryn Barger 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
500 W. Temple Street, Suite 822 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
RE:  Response to County Public Health Orders 
 
Dear Supervisor Barger and Members of the Board of Supervisors:  
 
As you are aware, the Gateway Cities region is home to communities of color that have 
been disproportionately impacted by the pandemic, with many residents in jobs that 
cannot be done from home. We appreciate the need to protect public health and are 
grateful for your efforts and those of the County Department of Public Health to further 
this goal. 
 
On behalf of the Gateway Cities Council of Governments Board of Directors, I am writing 
to express opposition to the County’s public health order effective November 25, 2020 
banning outdoor dining at restaurants. We ask that the Board of Supervisors rescind this 
order. 
 
Economic development is one of the COG’s four policy priorities. Several of our member 
cities have sent letters and resolutions to the Supervisors in response to this recent order. 
We share these cities’ concerns about the economic impacts on businesses that are 
already struggling to survive. Our restaurants and card clubs have invested heavily to 
comply with previous County orders and ensure a safe visit for customers. These 
businesses provide much-needed jobs and income for our region’s residents, creating a 
potential spiral of economic hardship if they are forced to close temporarily or 
permanently.  
 
We appreciate that during the Board of Supervisors meeting on November 24, 2020, both 
Supervisor Barger and Supervisor Hahn moved to allow outdoor dining to continue 
operating at 50 percent capacity and to maintain the current Health Order for two weeks, 
contending that the provided data has not proven outdoor dining is driving the current 
surge. 
 
Some of the practical effects of health orders have been capricious. A student in a school 
with a playground can play there, but a child who is not in such a school cannot go to a 
public playground. On Catalina Island, kayak rentals are banned but golf cart rentals are 
allowed, even though both are open-air activities. And restaurants in eastern Gateway 
Cities are losing business to restaurants in Orange County that are not under a ban. 
 
 



 

As shown in the attached map of COVID-19 prevalence, our cities are not all impacted 
equally by this pandemic. Therefore, we ask that in future, the County consider treating 
cities as the state has treated counties: by allowing the specific rates and conditions in a 
city to determine the appropriate policies for activities such as outdoor dining, card clubs, 
playgrounds and public parks, and others. The County’s blanket approach to the dining 
ban creates unnecessary and dire economic impacts throughout our region. 
 
We would like to suggest that the Supervisors consider enacting the following measures: 

• Implement a color-coded system city by city (similar to the State’s) 

• Strict mask-on requirement until food arrives 

• Reduce capacity to 25% of outdoor seating 

• Enact city-specific mask requirement at all times 

• Require that all members of the party be from the same household 

• Stricter outdoor dining curfew – maybe 9 pm instead of the statewide 10pm 
curfew. 

 

Lastly, none of these reductions and restrictions will be effective unless the affected local 

businesses are supported financially. This economic support must be accessible, reliable, 

and equitable. We therefore urge the Supervisors to provide support to local businesses 

via County resources, and to advocate additionally for state and federal funding to be 

made available for these purposes. We will gladly join you in advocating for these funds. 

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the COG’s Executive Director, 
Nancy Pfeffer, at nancy@gatewaycog.org or 562-663-6850. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Maria Davila 
President 
Mayor, City of South Gate 

mailto:nancy@gatewaycog.org
mailto:nancy@gatewaycog.org
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The Honorable Kathryn Barger 
Supervisor, Fifth District 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
500 W. Temple Street, Suite 822 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

SUBJECT:  Opposition to Los Angeles County Department of Public Heath Order 
                      Prohibiting Outdoor Dining Operations in the County of Los Angeles and 
                      City of Downey 

Dear Chair Barger and Members of the Board of Supervisors: 

On behalf of the City of Downey, I am writing to state the City’s position regarding the Los 
Angeles County Department of Public Health (DPH) – Health Officer Order prohibiting outdoor 
dining operations in the County of Los Angeles.   

During the November 24, 2020 City Council meeting, the City of Downey City Council 
unanimously adopted Resolution No. 20-7980 (attached), which supports any action by the Los 
Angeles County Board of Supervisors that will repeal the new outdoor dining restrictions that 
take effect on November 25, 2020 at 10 pm; specifically prohibiting outdoor dining operations for 
a minimum of three weeks and only allowing for take-out, delivery, and drive-thru services in the 
County of Los Angeles.  

The City of Downey is appreciative that on November 24, 2020, during a Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors meeting, both Supervisor Barger and Hahn motioned to allow outdoor 
dining to continue operating at 50 percent capacity and to maintain the current Health Order for 
two weeks, contending that the provided data has not proven outdoor dining is driving the 
current surge; the prohibition of outdoor dining will push more people to indoor gatherings, 
which is known to be a major contributor in the surge of cases; and that such an Order is 
punitive and onerous on restaurants that are already struggling during the pandemic. Despite 
this opposition, the Board of Supervisors upheld the Order with a vote of 3-2.    

The City understands the urgent situation we face as a County; however, restaurants and its 
workers are the backbone of our economy, and should not be penalized, especially when the 
data has not provided a clear link.  This new Health Order will negatively affect workers and 
families who are already financially strained due to the enduring pandemic. Further, the Order 
will be devastating to Downey’s local economy, impacting not only the workers, but, owners, 
patrons, vendors, and others associated with the restaurant industry. The City has heard from 
various restaurants that have invested significant amounts of money to comply with the outdoor 
dining safety regulations issued by the DPH, who are in support of repealing the Order due to 
the loss of jobs and closures this Order will create.  



 

In an effort to keep the public safe while also allowing restaurants to stay open during the 
pandemic, the City of Downey City Council urges the Board of Supervisors to repeal the new 
outdoor dining restrictions and default to the Governor’s Order effective November 21, 2020, 
and the previous DPH - Health Officer Order. Additionally, the City is asking that future Health 
Orders distinguish between restaurants and bars due their unique and different operations. 

Further, the City requests that Board of Supervisors consider implementing additional safety 
measures, while continuing to allow restaurants to remain open and serve the public in outdoor 
dining areas. Examples of such measures include: 

• Reduce outdoor capacity to 25 percent  
• Reduce sit down time to 60 minutes 

Additionally, with a reduced capacity, restaurants could increase the distance between tables 
beyond the current 6 ft. as an enhanced social distancing measure. These possible alternative 
measures should be explored and implemented as soon as possible before proceeding with 
such a detrimental Order that will have damaging impacts on hard working families across Los 
Angeles County. 

For the reasons stated above, the City of Downey, various other cities and organizations, 
including the California Restaurant Association, are opposed to the new Health Order effective 
November 25, 2020 at 10 pm, and respectively ask the Board of Supervisors to default to the 
previous Health Officer Order and explore other safety measures that will allow outdoor dining. 

The City of Downey looks forward to working cooperatively with Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors on this critical issue. 

Sincerely,  

City of Downey 

 

Blanca Pacheco 

Mayor 

cc: The Honorable Hilda L. Solis, Supervisor First District 
 The Honorable Mark Ridley-Thomas, Supervisor Second District 
 The Honorable Sheila Kuehl, Supervisor Third District 
 The Honorable Janice Hahn, Supervisor Fourth District 

Los Angeles Department of Public Health 
 

Enclosure 



 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  20-______ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DOWNEY SUPPORTING 
ACTION BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO REPEAL THE NEW 
OUTDOOR DINING RESTRICTIONS EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 25, 2020.  

 
 WHEREAS, on November 22, 2020, the Health Officer of Los Angeles County issued a 
notice stating a new Health Order will take effect on November 25, 2020 with the following 
restrictions:  

• In-person dining is prohibited for a minimum of 3 weeks 
• Take-out, drive thru and delivery services are allowed 
• Wineries and breweries can continue retail operations while adhering to current safety 

protocols; and  
 
 WHEREAS, New Health Order by the LA County Department of Public Health has 
received opposition from various cities and organizations, including the California Restaurant 
Association and multiple Chamber of Commerce groups; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The new Health Order has provided no scientific basis correlating the 
recent surge in COVID-19 cases to outdoor dining; and  

 
WHEREAS, The new Health Order will have a tremendously negative impact on workers 

who are already struggling due to the ongoing pandemic and create havoc on local economies 
during the holiday season; and  

 
WHEREAS, Many restaurants operate in the City of Downey and have invested monies 

to comply with the outdoor dining regulations issued by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health to ensure safety of patrons and slow the spread of COVID-19; and  

 
WHEREAS, The City Council is asked to adopt this resolution that supports any action 

by the LA County Board of Supervisors that will repeal the new outdoor dining restrictions that 
will take effect on November 25, 2020.  

   
 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DOWNEY DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS 
FOLLOWS:  

SECTION 1.   The above recitations are true and correct.  

SECTION 2. The restrictions should default to the Governor’s Order effective November 
21, 2020, and the recent LA County Department of Public Health – Health Officer Order  
prior to the new Health Order restrictions on November 25, 2020, and that this applies to 
only restaurants and not bars.  

SECTION 3. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution. 

 
APPROVED AND ADOPTED this ___________day of _________________, 2020. 
 
 

      _________________________________  
      BLANCA PACHECO, Mayor  
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ATTEST:  
 
 
______________________________  
MARIA ALICIA DUARTE, CMC  
CITY CLERK 
 
 
 I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the City Council of 
the City of Downey at a Regular Meeting held on the ______________day of 
___________________, 2020, by the following vote, to wit:  
 
AYES: Council Members:  
NOES: Council Member:  
ABSENT: Council Member:  
ABSTAIN: Council Member:  
 

                                                                       
                  MARIA ALICIA DUARTE, CMC                                        

City Clerk 
 



 
 
November 24, 2020 
 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
Via email: publiccomments@bos.lacounty.gov 
Re: Board of Supervisors Agenda Item S-1, Public Health Order 
 
Honorable Board of Supervisors, 
 
The City of Lakewood appreciates the opportunity to submit comments regarding 
Agenda Item S-1, to be considered in today’s Board of Supervisors meeting. 
 
In the latest revision to the Los Angeles County Health Officer Order dated November 
22, 2020, the Department of Public Health states that it intends to restrict on-site dining 
at restaurants, breweries, wineries and bars starting Wednesday night at 10:00 p.m. to 
slow the spread of COVID-19 as the County experiences a surge of cases. 
 
The City of Lakewood is concerned that these additional restrictions will further hurt 
already struggling businesses.  While the City understands the rationale behind the 
restrictions, the absence of data correlating the recent surge in cases to outdoor dining 
operations makes it difficult for the City and these businesses to understand why they 
are being targeted for closure.   
 
For example, during the summer, COVID-19 cases actually decreased while outdoor 
dining was in full operation throughout the County.  These restaurants readily complied 
with established safety protocols to ensure that they don’t contribute to additional cases.  
Now, without contact tracing data showing whether the recent surge was due to 
outbreaks or actions at these businesses, the County directive seems arbitrary and 
inconsistent. 
 
Should the Board of Supervisors proceed with the recommended action by the 
Department of Public Health, it is imperative that additional resources be immediately 
made available to these businesses and their employees before more of them close for 
good.   
 
In conclusion, the City of Lakewood respectfully requests that the Board of Supervisors 
and the Department of Public Health make informed and thoughtful data-driven 
decisions as you confront the latest surge in COVID-19 cases.  Understanding how and 
why these decisions are made go a long way to gain compliance in helping reduce the 
spread.   Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Thaddeus McCormack 
City Manager 
 
 
                       For further information, please call Paolo Beltran at 562-866-9771, extension 2129  

5050 N. Clark Avenue  Lakewood, California 90712  (562) 866-9771  pbeltran@lakewoodcity.org 

mailto:publiccomments@bos.lacounty.gov
mailto:pbeltran@lakewoodcity.org


Henry Bouchot
Mayor Pro Tern

Cathy Warner
Council Member

Jessica Martinez
Council Member

Fernando Dutra
Council Member

Brian Saeki
City Manager

City ofWhittier
13230 Penn Street, Whittier, California 90602-1772

(562) 567-9999 www.cityofwhittier.org

November 25, 2020

Honorable Kathryn Barger, Chair and
Members of the Board

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 W. Temple St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: Suspension of Outdoor Dining

Dear Chair Barger and Members of the Board:

On behalf of the Whittier City Council, we want to express our sincere
appreciation for the leadership, care and guidance you have provided in
response to this ongoing COVID-19 public health emergency. Your
continued sharing of daily case data has helped keep our residents
informed and ensure our hospitals, first responders and essential
workers were prepared and able to safely provide care to local families
throughout the course of this past year.

Having said that, we have received numerous letters, emails and phone
calls from residents and business owners expressing grave concern
about the recent change to the County’s Health Officer Order and, more
specifically, the suspension of outdoor in-person dining service. After
having called a special City Council meeting to discuss the recent
modifications, we ask that you grant Whittier restaurants and small
businesses greater flexibility in complying with County guidelines to help
prevent further negative impacts to our local economy during what has
been an unprecedented year. We appreciate the level of discussion
during your recent Board meeting, however upholding this arbitrary
closing measure prior to the Thanksgiving holiday and into the Christmas
holiday preparation time only adds insult to injury.

With respect to the Public Health Department’s data dashboard, a “one
size-fits-all” model under these circumstances will potentially harm more
members of our community than the virus by forcing many of our
businesses to shut their doors for good. Additionally, the County’s
COVID-19 mapping clearly identifies hot spots in other areas of Los
Angeles, specifically centralized west of our community. Whittier
currently accounts for only 3,342 of the 374,134 positive cases of
COVID-1 9 reported in Los Angeles County — representing an infection

Joe Vinatieri
Mayor
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rate of only 0.08%. Furthermore, our two local hospitals have remained consistent in their
ability to manage not only COVID-19 cases, but general healthcare needs for our
community, and are stable. Attached is a resolution adopted by the City Council today in
opposition to closing outdoor dining and requesting County financial support of these
businesses. In addition, please see correspondence from PIH Health Hospital of Whittier
to further support the City’s request, as well as the Whittier Area Chamber of Commerce
and Whittier Uptown Association referencing their advocacy and urgency on behalf of our
struggling Whittier businesses.

It is critical to note that Whittier is primarily comprised of small food and retail
establishments, with the livelihoods of these business owners tied to their ability to safely
serve customers. The potential for loss of employment and permanent business closures
looms large on the horizon and further restrictions will gravely affect our otherwise vibrant
community. Since the onset of the pandemic, Whittier COVID-19 case numbers have
remained low and we would hope that less densely-populated cities such as ours, that
have maintained lower infection and hospitalization rates, might be afforded the
opportunity to continue providing socially-distanced outdoor dining during what is likely to
be a very challenging holiday season.

Echoing what the Department of Public Health has reported in recent weeks, the surge in
positive cases has likely been an unfortunate result of regional sports gatherings, protests
and residents engaging in late night activities after having tested negative only days prior.
Our restaurants simply cannot survive another shutdown, especially now that their
capacity has been cut in half, operations have moved out into the street and an evening
curfew has been implemented. It is unfair to cause further hardship to these otherwise
compliant small business owners and their families as a result of the careless actions of
others in other regions. We certainly understand and recognize the position you’re in, as
well as the importance of mitigating further community transmission, but our restaurants
can continue to operate safely outdoors and in a manner consistent with your directives
and protocols.

Our community’s combined efforts to flatten the curve and slow the spread have had a
substantial impact on the low infection rate and we believe this justifies our request to
allow outdoor dining to resume while adhering to effective social-distancing and masking
measures. We are again thankful for your ongoing support, and respectfully ask that you
consider our request to keep our business community in business.
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Attachments: Resolution No. 2020-64
Letter from PIH Health
Letter from Whittier Area Chamber of Commerce
Letter from Whittier Uptown Association

inatieri
Iayor



RESOLUTION NO. 2020-64

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WHITTIER OPPOSING THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY
PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICER ORDER PRECLUDING
OUTDOOR DINING OPERATIONS WITHIN THE COUNTY
OF LOS ANGELES AND CITY OF WHITTIER AND
REQUEST LOS ANGELES COUNTY TO INCREASE
FUNDING FOR OUTDOOR DINING SAFETY MEASURES
AND PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

RECITALS

A. On March 4,2020, Gavin Newsom, Governor of the State of California, proclaimed
a state of emergency to exist in California due to the spread of COVID-1 9.

B. Following the March 4, 2020 declaration of a state of emergency, Governor
Newsom and the Los Angeles County Health Officer have issued Executive Orders
limiting contact and activities, requiring persons to wear face coverings, and
restricting the operation of restaurants and services.

C. All businesses located in the Los Angeles County Public Health Jurisdiction (all
parts of the County except the cities of Long Beach and Pasadena), must follow
the Los Angeles County Health Officer Order, which is in line with California’s
Order. If Los Angeles County’s Order differs from the State’s or a City’s order,
businesses are required to comply with whichever Order is stricter.

D. On November 19, 2020, the Los Angeles County Public Health Officer issued a
Revised Order effective as of November 20, 2020. The order stated that indoor
operations for restaurants, breweries and wineries were to remain closed and in-
person outdoor dining may not be open between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00
a.m.

E. On November 22, 2020, it was announced that the Los Angeles County Public
Health Officer Order will be modified to prohibit all outdoor dining at restaurants,
breweries, wineries and bars, effective Wednesday, November 25, 2020 at 10:00
p.m.

F. The modified Public Health Officer Order will prohibit outdoor dining for a minimum
of three weeks and only allow for take-out, delivery, and drive-thru services in the
City of Whittier.

G. The modified Public Health Officer Order will negatively impact the economic
viability of restaurants, bats, wineries and breweries. The loss of revenue
generation for these businesses, could result in the closure of Whittier businesses
and the loss of numerous jobs in the community.
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H. The modified Public Health Officer Order will negatively impact the vitality of
employees, patrons, vendors, and others connected with the restaurants in the
City of Whittier and the imposition of the order will likely have a permanent negative
effect on the restaurants in the City of Whittier who will not have the ability to
sustain their current levels of revenue to stay in business causing multiple vacant
properties and other hardships in the City.

I. It is the City Council’s intent to oppose the prohibition of outdoor dining operations
in the City of Whittier and request the County modify this order.

J. The City Council also requests Los Angeles County to increase funding for outdoor
dining safety measures and personal protective equipment.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITTIER DOES RESOLVE AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The above recitals are true and correct and are a substantial part of
this resolution.

SECTION 2. The City of Whittier opposes the Los Angeles County Health Officer
Order precluding outdoor dining operations due to the financial harm to the businesses
and loss of jobs that will occur as a result of the restriction.

SECTION 3. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption thereof.

ATTEST:

*

%- Au+ Ct’ C&
0-RlGOBEtO &ARCIA JR., City CIeFk

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 25th day of No.venber, 2020.

/

/
Mayor

(seal)
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I CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION NO. 2020-64 was passed and
adopted by the City Council of the City of Whittier at the regular meeting held on the 25
day of November 2020, by the following vote:

AYES: 5 Council Members: Vinatieri, Bouchot, Warner, Martinez, Dutra
NOES: 0
ABSTAIN: 0
ABSENT: 0

/-%‘A5 + C
(IGOBERTO GARdIA J., City Clerk

(seal)



12401 Washington Blvd. Hearing Impaired
Whittier, CA 90602-1006 TDD. 562.696.926?

PI I—I T: 562.698.0811 PIHHealth.org

HEALTH

November 23, 2020

Brian Saeki
City Manager
City of Whittier
13230 Penn Street
Whittier, CA 90602

Brian,

PIH Health encourages everyone to do our best to prevent the spread of COVID
19 by following guidelines such as mask wearing, physically distancing from
others, frequent hand washing or hand sanitizing and protecting those in our
community with the greatest risk.

We applaud Whittier restaurants for creating safe, socially distant and sanitized
outdoor dining areas throughout the city. We are fortunate that the Southern
California climate allows for outdoor activities, including dining, as an option most
of the year. We are grateful to the city of Whittier for monitoring these
establishments throughout town to ensure that safe dining and shopping
environments are available to the public.

By protecting the most vulnerable and following CDC prevention guidelines, we
can collectively reduce the spread of this virus as we await the distribution of
vaccines that will protect our community.

Sincerely,

James R. West
President and Chief Executive Officer



WHITTIER AREA
CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

November 24, 2020

Mayor Joe Vinatieri
City of Whittier
13230 Penn St.
Whittier, CA 90602

Dear Mayor Vinatieri,

As you know, the recent LA County Public Health Order to close outdoor dining will have a devastating
economic impact on our local businesses and cause severe social harm to our community. It’s not just
restaurants, bars and breweries that will be harmed beyond repair, the damage will be felt by those
businesses that serve and support that industry as well as many more.
Speaking as the voice of over 500 members and over 12,000 employees, I urge you to do all you can to
stand up and fight for our local businesses and stop the County from imposing these restrictions. I have
received many emails from our businesses that have outlined the impact these, and any future
shutdowns, will have on their businesses and employees. Highlighted below are excerpts of what
they’ve told me:

• Business closures are pushing many into insolvency, bankruptcy and foreclosure
• Additional causes for concern are elderly loneliness, depression, suicide, alcohol abuse,

domestic violence, divorce, looting, etc.
• The entire community is moving toward financial distress
• The pandemic has taken such a toll that another business closure will ensure that my business

will not survive
• We need protection of what we have for the economic well being of Whittierites and our tax

base
• Why, when there is no substantial data to prove that businesses are the cause of the virus

spreading, are officials being allowed to shut them down?
• My business will be forced to close with additional shutdowns
• A new shutdown will keep me from hiring new employees and will shorten hours for ones I have

now
• Because we are located on the LA County/Orange County border, the economic harm that will

be caused by restricting my services while the rest of the area is allowed to remain open for
indoor and outdoor dining, will be fatal to my business

• Restaurants have invested thousands of dollars to be in compliance with health orders. They are
doing more than what is expected to keep their customers and employees safe



• The restaurant closures appear to be a naive response to a problem that we have not faced
before

• We are not in the restaurant industry, but many of them are our clients. We have lost 60% of
our business because restaurants are suffering

• A cookie cutter solution for all of LA County is not right
• Is the government going to make up for the incredible financial losses this will cause?
• This business is my life. Further closures will take away my livelihood
• I will lose approximately $350,000 and will have to lay off 20 employees to comply with the

latest orders. Take out orders only aren’t enough to survive.
• More restrictions will have a devastating economic and social impact and will result in additional

job losses and decreased community morale
• Past lockdowns have been an ineffective management tool that further plunges our entire

community into despair.
• Case counts and hospitalizations are going up and up despite — and possibly even because of—

these harmful interventions, which insist that residents sit in their homes where viral exposure
is as likely, if not more so, than any other place.

The City, the Chamber and the WUA need to create a united front in the community for the sake of our
businesses and in response to these random mandates by the state and the county. They need us right
now to be their champion. Please instruct County officials to present solid and substantial justifications
before imposing more demonstrable human and economic harm.

Thank you,

Carol Crosby
President/CEO



Letter from Whittier Uptown Association President, Frank Medina
Wednesday, November 25, 2020

Whittier City officials & staff,

I am writing to this morning on behalf of the Whittier Uptown Association and Merchants in our Uptown
Business District and their support for “opposing” the Health Department’s decision to shut down
outdoor dining effective today at 10:00 p.m.

I feel that this second closure for these restaurants will have a devastating and ultimately final closure of
a majority of existing restaurant owners. The Uptown District is made up of 98% family-owned
businesses and restaurants make up 78% of our business population.

Here are some disturbing statistics for our Uptown District as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic:

• Prior to COVID-19, February 2020 we had 51 Restaurants in our District
• After quarantine was lifted in June 2020, 8 restaurants did not reopen
• When inside dining was closed July 2020, 6 more restaurants closed leaving 37 restaurants
• Outdoor dining saved the remaining restaurants; 26 stayed open and flourished with success

It’s my solid opinion that if we shut down the outdoor dining we will lose 50%, if not 70%, of the
remaining restaurants that were hanging in there and seeing happier times again vs. the pandemic
crisis.

I know that Whittier has the best leadership at this time. We are all aligned to lead, provide and protect
our business owners, of which almost 70% reside within our City of Whittier.

Thank you for this opportunity to express briefly on “opposing the outdoor dining ordinance.”

I wish you all a glorious and cherished Thanksgiving with your families.

Frank Medina
President
Whittier Uptown Association
562-328-6981 Direct
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December 1, 2020 
 
 Dr. Barbara Ferrer 

Director, Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
313 N. Figueroa Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 
RE:  REQUEST TO IMPROVE COMMUNICATIONS WITH CITY MANAGERS 

AND CITY STAFF 
 

Dear Dr. Ferrer,  
 
On behalf of the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments (SGVCOG), we are writing to 
express our gratitude towards your leadership and support during this unprecedented public 
health crisis. In the midst of economic hardships, our communities continue to support one 
another and ensure the physical, mental, and economical well-beings of our residents and 
business owners.  Additionally, we express our deepest appreciation to the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health for including our elected officials and city staff in weekly 
telebriefings to ensure that our community leaders are kept informed of critical discussions that 
occur at the County level.  
 
Understanding the importance of keeping our communities safe during this unprecedented 
pandemic, we recognize that the County was required to implement drastic measures to stop 
the surge of COVID-19.  However, many of our member cities expressed frustration toward 
the County for implementing major changes to Health Orders, such as the outdoor dining ban, 
that heavily impact a community’s residents and businesses. Additionally, city managers and 
city staff from our member agencies expressed a desire to have in-depth conversations with the 
Department’s staff to better understand the technical reasons behind issuing certain Health 
Orders.   

 
For these reasons, we respectfully request the following from the the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health: 

• Host an additional weekly telebriefing platform, with attendance limited to for city 
managers and city staff, to address technical/data and implementation issues 

• Host a coordination call with our San Gabriel Valley city managers and city staff to 
discuss methods that can improve communications between the Department and city 
staff.  

Thank you very much for your time and please do not hesitate to contact me at 
mcreter@sgvcog.org if you have any questions or concerns.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

Marisa Creter 
Executive Director 
San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 

mailto:mcreter@sgvcog.org
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December 1, 2020 

 

The Honorable Kathryn Barger and Members of the Board of Supervisors 

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 

500 W. Temple Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

RE:  Concerns Regarding Los Angeles County’s Outdoor Dining Ban 

 

Dear Chair Barger and the Board of Supervisors,  

 

On behalf of the South Bay Cities Council of Governments, we are writing to express our concern 

about the recent actions that have been taken in this unprecedented public health crisis.  

 

The South Bay Cities request being looked at as their own region 

Due to the distress that has been created for our restaurants, the SBCCOG held a special board 

meeting on November 30 at which time we took unanimous action to request that you consider 

allowing those regional areas that are microcosms within the County, such as the South Bay, to be 

viewed with a region-specific lens and charged with health order restrictions that comport with our 

regional data.  Our cities, together with the Beach Cities Health District, request to work with you, 

our County Health Officials, and our hospitals to monitor hospitalizations and new cases.  In our 

County, the largest populated County in the United States, we believe that a "one size fits all policy" 

is ill-suited for the vast size of our County. The County has designated eight districts of our diverse 

County Health Department into the Service Planning Area (SPA) model whereby the County would 

have the ability to adopt local restrictions correlating to each specific region.  An alternative to the 

current model of health order development would be to use the SPA boundaries, excluding Long 

Beach for SPA 8. Cities which are more heavily impacted should not be excluded from the SPAs.  

Should there be cities within a SPA with higher rates of cases and hospitalizations, the County could 

consider applying more stringent health orders.  

 

Our businesses need access to funding as soon as possible 

The Board also voted to seek more funding for struggling businesses.  Businesses need access to 

funding as soon as possible. We understand that you have set aside relief assistance funds, however 

we hope you will join us in asking the Governor to use some of the recently found and unexpected 

tax proceeds of $26 billion to provide additional, desperately needed relief to local businesses.  Based 

on the programs that were announced by the Governor, his funding for businesses so far focuses on 

tax deferment.  Businesses should not be asked to defer payments. They need to receive funds now 

that are unencumbered. To paraphrase Supervisor Hahn, it is unconscionable for government to 

shutdown businesses without providing financial assistance for people to stay home. 

 

Restaurants in the South Bay communities are set up to ensure safety 

Understanding that the dining industry has been heavily devastated by COVID-19, we are concerned 

that restaurants, wineries, breweries, and bars are put in impossible positions with the new 
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modifications to the Health Officer’s Order. In good faith, South Bay dining establishments and 

business owners have invested heavily to winterize their operations and purchase the necessary 

equipment to ensure safety for their employees and patrons, with the expectation that they would be 

allowed to operate through the holiday season. Local jurisdictions have also implemented plans to 

quickly and effectively expand outdoor dining services to provide a necessary lifeline to our 

struggling business owners.  

 

The latest health order closures are devastating our communities, especially as our communities are 

still trying to recover from the first wave of closures. Our small businesses are our backbone. While 

disproportionately allowing large box stores to operate, we have made it impossible for small 

businesses, in this case, mostly restaurants, to survive. Our chefs, servers, and kitchen staff depend 

on this income to support their families.  

 

SBCCOG requests that the Board reverse their decision to ban outdoor dining 

Data from the County of Los Angeles indicates that 10% to 15% of positive cases reported dining 

outdoors with another individual who tested positive for COVID-19, while more than 50% of the 

positive cases reported attending private social gatherings with individuals who tested positive for 

COVID-19. We believe the County would be effective in focusing its efforts to heighten its 

enforcement of health order violations, while allowing businesses to continue to operate safely. 

Acknowledging that the majority COVID cases are not emanating from outdoor dining, we believe 

that a much more granular approach is warranted, similar to the aforementioned SPA model.  

 

Dining establishments are struggling significantly as they never fully recovered from the first 

closure. We believe that the impacts of a second closure may lead to insurmountable financial 

hardships, causing the establishments to close permanently and impacting thousands of families that 

rely on restaurants for their livelihood. With no additional federal stimulus and state/county aid, 

implementing a closure of one industry without providing resources, support, and funds to the 

affected business owners seems out of proportion.   

 

For these reasons, we respectfully request the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to swiftly 

revisit the current closure mandates and consider reversing course. We implore you to do so in order 

for restaurants to benefit from the holiday season. We also hope to collaborate with the County to 

request additional funds from the Governor to assist businesses in need.  

 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact SBCCOG Executive 

Director, Jacki Bacharach at jacki@southbaycities.org  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Olivia Valentine, SBCCOG Chair 

South Bay Cities Council of Governments 
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