
 
GATEWAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

Chair – Bonnie Lowenthal, Director, MTA 
 

April 4, 2007, 4:30 PM 
Gateway Cities COG Offices 

16401 Paramount Blvd. , Paramount, CA 
 
           Recommended 
Item No. Description         Action  
 

I. Call to Order –  Self Introductions     
  
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Approval of Meeting Minutes of March 7, 2007        Receive & File 
 
IV. Reports: 
 

1. Congestion Mitigation Plan Fee – City Manager’s Steering      Discussion & 
                       Committee Recommendation          Recommendation 

  
2. MTA-Gateway Cities Sector Governance Council Vacancy      Receive & File 

3. SB 974-Ports: Congestion Relief Environmental Mitigation      Discussion & 
         Regulatory Fee – Senator Lowenthal’s Office        Recommendation 

4.      California High Speed Rail Authority – Presentation By       Receive & File 
         Brewerton Clarke and Betsy Lindsay 
                       
5.     MTA Gateway Cities Sector Report-Alex Clifford        Receive & File 

                      MTA Gateway  Cities Service Sector General Manager 

              6.      OCTA/MTA Activities (Oral Report)          Receive & File 

7.     Update – I-5 JPA            Receive & File 
 
8.     Update – I-710 EIR/EIS           Receive & File 

 
9.     Update – SR 91/ I-605/I-405 Major Corridor Study             Receive & File 

            10.     News Release – Additional Funding for GCCOG        Receive & File 

            11.     New Business/Date of Next Meeting 

            12.     Adjournment 

 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT, IF YOU NEED SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS 
MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT THE COG OFFICE AT (562) 663-6850.  NOTIFICATION 48 HOURS PRIOR TO THE MEETING WILL ENABLE 
THE COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS TO MAKE REASONABLE ARRANGEMENT TO ENSURE ACCESSIBILITY TO THIS MEETING. 



Transportation Committee Minutes of 
March 7, 2007 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Item III 
 

Approval of Minutes for the Meeting of   
March 7, 2007
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE GATEWAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
Chair – MTA Director Bonnie Lowenthal 

Gateway Cities Office, 16401 Paramount Blvd. , Paramount 
March 7, 2007 

 
Call to order and roll call. The meeting was called to order by Chair Lowenthal at 4:35 
p.m.  Roll call was taken by self introduction. 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bonnie Lowenthal – Long Beach, Stan Carroll – 
La Habra Heights, Frank Gurule – Cudahy, Ken Farfsing – Signal Hill, Bill Pagett,– 
Paramount, Ray Harris – Supervisor Knabe’s Office, Gary Milliman,– South Gate, Jaime 
Beccera – Norwalk Transit, Mohammed Mostahkami – South Gate, Gene Daniels - 
Paramount. 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:  Elba Guerrero – Huntington Park, Fred Latham – 
Santa Fe Springs, Larry Nelson – Artesia, Kerry Cartwright – Port of Long Beach. 

 
OTHERS PRESENT:Sharad Mulchand - Metro, Michael Sieckert,– Metro, Richard 
Powers – Gateway Cities COG, Karen Heit – Gateway Cities COG, Deborah Chankin – 
Gateway Cities COG, Jerry Wood – Gateway COG, Sumire Gant – Long Beach, Gary 
Hammrick – Iteris Inc., Debra Reed – AQMD, Lee Ward – Iteris Inc., Alex Clifford – 
Gateway Cities Service Sector, David Hershenson – Gateway Cities Service Sector. 

 
A quorum was reached and the Minutes of the February 7, 2006 meeting were 
approved. 
 
Karen Heit, Transportation Deputy to Director Lowenthal reported on the continued 
development of the guiding principles for the CMP Fee process at the MTA.  The 
guiding principles were currently under review by LA County cities per a Motion passed 
by Director Lowenthal at the February Planning and Programming Committee. Ken 
Farfsing discussed the development of some of the issues by private developers; MTA 
still has to work through many of the issues raised by stakeholders.  The GCCOG will 
develop a survey to see where the Gateway Cities stand. 
 
Other issues discussed was the need for the MTA to create a fee as opposed to 
maintaining the current system of debits/credits; conflicts with other fee proposals 
(AQMP) 
 
Karen Heit reported on the status of the MTA Call for Projects and will provide a 
schedule for the next meeting and would send the schedule out to Gateway Cities. 
 
Vice-Mayor Lowenthal gave an overview of the MTA January 29 Workshop and 
subsequent Board actions.  She explained the intent behind the Fasana/Lowenthal 
Motion and the need to have LA County determine the nature of goods movement 
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improvements and not have LA County goods movement defined by other counties. I-5 
JPA Executive Director, Jerry Wood, discussed the initial comments from the workshop 
and Deborah Chankin discussed the need to keep GCCOG goods movement issues at 
the top of the LA County and multi-county efforts. Vice-Mayor Lowenthal assured the 
committee that she would keep the Gateway Cities issues at the top.  
 
Alex Clifford, Gateway Cities Service Sector General Manager, reported on security 
activities that were initiated at the Artesia Metro Blue Line Station.Metro Facilities Dept. 
will check the lighting for sufficient lumens; look at landscaping with security in mind. He 
reviewed various service changes. He discussed Metro Connections and the possibility 
of establishing transit hubs in Norwalk, Long Beach and Huntington Park. Discussions 
with those cities have concluded that there are either hubs already there or the potential 
exists to establish hubs.  Clifford answered a question from last meeting about the 
weight distribution from the articulated buses.  The weight distribution on artics are 
similar to the weight of standard buses spread over the three axles. There was a 
discussion of removal of bus lines and the ability to use Prop. C 25% on those streets.  
Bill Pagett suggested a “grandfather clause” for projects in development before the 
service removal.  
  
Vice-Mayor Lowenthal reported on the last OCTA/MTA summit meeting and the 
upcoming Intercounty Transportation Study.  Rail topics included the coordination of 
Metrolink, Amtrak and Coaster service as well as possible Metro Green Line 
coordination.  GCCOG Executive Director Richard Powers inserted that the Green Line 
issue needed to be discussed with Norwalk first.   
 
Jerry Wood gave the update on the I-5 project progress.  The $387 million for the I-5 
south was awarded by the California Transportation Commission.  Certification of the 
EIR is imminent and most of the properties have been purchased. 
 
Jerry Wood also gave an update on the I-710 EIR/EIS process, the responses to the 
RFP are in and under review, a recommendation is still on schedule for an MTA Board 
approval in April with a Notice to Proceed in May.  The I-710 Corridor Air Quality Action 
Plan (AQAP) is under early development with interviews being conducted with Tier I and 
II stakeholders. A draft of the results is due in early April. 
 
Lastly Mr. Wood said the SR-91/I-605/405 study will proceed as soon as a Notice to 
Proceed is issued from the MTA.   
 
Under new business, Vice-Mayor Lowenthal passed out the SB 974 Ports: Congestion 
Relief Environmental Mitigation Regulatory Fee, and asked that it be agendized next 
meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:37 p.m. 
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IV.  Reports 
1.  Congestion Mitigation Plan Fee- 
City Manager’s Steering Committee 

Recommendation 
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TO:  Transportation Committee  
 
FROM: Richard Powers, Executive Director   
 
SUBJECT: Congestion Management Plan Fee Proposal – City Manager’s   
  Steering Committee Recommendation  
 
 
Attached is the recommendation from the City Managers Steering Committee which will 
be considered by the Board of Directors this evening, for your information.   
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TO:  Board of Directors  
 
FROM: City Managers Steering Committee  
 
SUBJECT: Congestion Management Plan Fee Proposal – City Manager’s   
  Steering Committee Recommendation  
 
Issue 
State law requires each county to implement a Congestion Management Plan.  Each 
city must comply with the plan in order to maintain eligibility to receive section 2105 gas 
tax.  The MTA has been working on countywide development mitigation fee as and 
alternative to its existing system of debits/credits for the Congestion Management Plan. 
The Gateway Cities City Managers’ Steering Committee has taken the lead in raising 
awareness about the potential impacts of this new program.  The MTA initiated a Policy 
Advisory Committee to help guide the implementation of the proposed fee.  Members of 
the City Manager’s Steering Committee have attended these meetings and have raised 
issues with the MTA and its consultant team.  
 
The Gateway Cities City Manager’s Steering Committee has concerns about the 
initiation and adoption of this process.  Theses concerns can be summarized within the 
following bullet points: 
 

1. The MTA has not done sufficient analysis on issues that face built-out cities 
within an urbanized area like the Gateway Cities subregion.  

2. The proposed Fee may act as a deterrent to encouraging development within 
urbanized areas and unduly burden redevelopment efforts with additional fees 
the cities may end up subsidizing. 

3. The Fee may function as a deterrent to in-fill housing efforts or commercial 
development in economically challenged areas. 

4. The Fee may require smaller cities to contribute to a regional project outside of 
the city’s boundaries. 

5. There is no provision for maintenance of effort to regional funding of projects by 
the MTA.  

6. Cities that do not adopt the Fee (should it be adopted as CMP compliance by the 
MTA) would face losing their Section 2105 highway users tax funds 

 
At their meeting of March 27,2007 the Gateway Cities Planning Directors also 
discussed this matter and concurred in the recommendation below. 
 
Recommendation 
The City Manager’s Steering Committee will continue to participate in the CMP Fee 
development process to ensure that the GCCOG’s issues are addressed. The 
Committee recommends that the GCCOG Board take a formal position in support of 
genuine flexibility for cities by allowing each city the option of complying with the CMP 
either by participating in the proposed fee or by continuing its participation  in the 
current system of debits and credits or additional alternatives that may be proposed.  
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IV.  Reports 
2.  MTA – Gateway Cities Service 

Sector Governance Council 
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TO:  Transportation Committee 
 
FROM: Bonnie Lowenthal  
 
BY:  Karen Heit, Transportation Deputy  
 
SUBJECT: Gateway Cities Service Sector Council Vacancy 
 
Issue 
A vacancy is currently available on the Gateway Cities Service Sector Council.  This 
position has been vacated by the resignation of Cynde Soto. Ms. Soto was a non-
elected representative; there are two years remaining on the term.  The Gateway Cities 
Service Sector Council Bylaws requires the establishment of an MTA Sector 
Subcommittee of the Transportation Committee to review all applications and interview 
candidates.  The subcommittee will make a recommendation to the GCCOG Board of 
Directors who will forward the nomination to the MTA Board of Directors.  
 
Attachment: 
 
Soto Resignation 
Bylaws 
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Communication From Ms. Cynde Soto 

From: cyd soto [mailto:cydsoto1@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2007 10:55 PM 
To: Clifford, Alexander; Hershenson, David 
Subject: Re: March 8, 2007 GWC Governance Council Meeting 

Hi Alex and Dave, 
  
I hate writing this but I have to resign from the Council. I tried to hang in there but my 
health (for right now) isn't stable enough to continue. Sorry for the late notice, I have 
been avoiding this all week. 
  
Thank you for everything. It was a pleasure to serve Metro. I would like to thank all 
Council members for their friendship and kindness toward me. It was an honor to serve 
with such wonderful dedicated citizens and elected officials.  
  
My best to everyone. 
  
Sincerly, 
  
Cynde Soto 
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Gateway Cities MTA Service Sector Council    
Nominating Policy and Procedure 
As amended June 1, 2005 
 
 

Council composition 
The Council was initiated with seven members including a majority of public 
transit users and not to exceed three (3) elected officials.  The COG (acting as 
the convening coalition) exercised its the right to expand the Council to nine (9) 
members on June 1, 2005.  These nine (9) members shall include a majority of 
public transit users and not exceed four (4) elected officials. 
 

Nomination procedure 
When one or more vacancies occurs, it will be determined how many of the 
vacancies may be held by elected officials.  For elected official vacancies, if any, 
all applications received will be compiled and forwarded to the COG Board of 
Directors for its decision.  For non-elected official vacancies, if any, all 
applications will be reviewed by the MTA Sector Subcommittee of the 
Transportation Committee after all elected official vacancies have been decided.  
The Subcommittee will recommend candidates for each vacancy to the  Board of 
Directors for nomination to the Sector Council.  All of the Board of Director’s 
nominations will be forwarded to the MTA Board of Directors for its review and 
approval.  In selecting among the applicants, the Subcommittee will strive for 
diversity of perspectives, expertise, geographic representation, and transit use 
including consideration of populations with special transit needs such as the 
elderly and the disabled. 

 

III. Outreach 
Applications will be accepted for a minimum period of three weeks.  Notice of 
available applications will be posted on the COG website and mailed to all 
mayors, councilmembers, county supervisors, city managers and municipal 
transit providers in the Sector area as well as the Gateway Cities Partnership.  A 
press release will also be issued. 
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IV.  Reports 
3.  SB 974-Ports: Congestion Relief 

Environmental Mitigation Regulatory 
Fee – Senator Lowenthal’s Office 
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IV.  Reports 
10.  News Release – Additional 

Funding for GCCOG Fleet 
Modernization Program  
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