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GATEWAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

 
AGENDA 

 
Chair – Bonnie Lowenthal, Director, MTA 

 
April 5, 2006, 4:30 PM 

Gateway Cities COG Offices 
16401 Paramount Blvd. 

Paramount, CA 
Item No.  Description       Recommended 
                 Action  

I. Call to Order –  Self Introductions     
  
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Approval of Meeting Minutes of March 1, 2006        Approval 
 
IV. Reports: 

1. Supvr. Antonovich Letter to City Managers           Discussion 
Metro Red Line Extension 

 
2. Multi-County Goods Movement Plan – Survey        Discussion/Action

       
3. California Legislative Bond Initiatives - Update        Receive & File 

                       
4. New Southeast LA County Transit Guide        Receive & File 

Brynn Kernaghan – Long Beach Transit 
               
              5.     Gateway Sector Report           Receive & File 
 Alex Clifford – Gateway Service Sector General Manager 
 

6.     Update – I-5 JPA            Receive & File 
 

7.     Update – I-710 Major Corridor Study         Receive & File 
 

8.     Update – SR 91/I-605 Needs Assessment        Receive & File 

9.     New Business/Date of Next Meeting 

10.   Public Comments 

11.   Adjournment 
 

IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT, IF YOU NEED SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT THE COG OFFICE AT (562) 663-6850.  NOTIFICATION 48 

HOURS PRIOR TO THE MEETING WILL ENABLE THE COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS TO MAKE REASONABLE 

ARRANGEMENT TO ENSURE ACCESSIBILITY TO THIS MEETING.
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Item III 
 

Approval of Minutes Meeting of   
March 1, 2006
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE GATEWAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
Chair – MTA Director Bonnie Lowenthal 

Gateway Cities Office, 16401 Paramount Blvd. , Paramount 
March 1, 2006 

 
Call to order and roll call. The meeting was called to order by 
Councilmember Gene Daniels at 4:38 p.m.  Roll call was taken by self 
introduction. 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bonnie Lowenthal, Gene Daniels, 
Ray Harris, James Parker, Stan Carroll, Elba Guerrero, Gary Milliman, Ken 
Farfsing, Don Knabe 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:  Don Knabe, Greg Nordback, Elba 
Guerrero, Fred Latham, Bill Pagett, Max Withrow.  
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Richard Powers, Gateway Cities COG Executive 
Director; Jack Joseph, Gateway Cities COG, Karen Heit, Gateway Cities 
COG; David Hershenson, MTA; Sharad Mulchand, MTA, Alex Clifford, MTA, 
Wally Shidler, MTA.  
 
A quorum was reached and the Minutes of the February 1, 2006 meeting 
were approved. 
 
Katherine Guerrero from the League of California Cities gave the League’s 
position on the bond initiatives.  The League has a specific slate of 
recommendations they will be asking the COG Board to approve. The 
League is interested in closing the loopholes that allow for funding to be 
diverted from Prop. 42.  The League is looking for legislative solution.  The 
Transportation Committee moved to recommend approval of the League 
position to the COG Board. 
  
Richard Powers, COG Executive Director, gave a report on the COG 
delegation’s (COG President Nordbak, Councilmember Joseph Serrano – 
Santa Fe Springs, Councilmember Nancy Ramos – Commerce, 
Councilmember Bonnie Lowenthal – Long Beach, Ernie Garcia - City 
Manager Norwalk, Jerry Wood COG Consulting Engineer/I-5 JPA.), 
Sacramento trip. The delegation teamed with a lobbyists Gonzalves and 
Watts to present Legislative offices and state officials with the status and 
needs for the Gateway Subregion’s three corridors; I-5, I-710 and SR –
91/605. Meetings were held with the following state legislators or legislative 
offices: Senators; Dutton,Torlakson, Lowenthal, and Ackerman  Assembly 
members or offices: Oropeza, Khouri, Nunez and Bermudez, Business 
Housing and Transportation; Will Kempton, Barry Sedlik, Curt Augustine.  
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The CTC awarded the COG $750,000 in matching funds for the COG’s 
Truck Replacement Program. 
 
Karen Heit, Transportation Deputy to Director Lowenthal, gave an update of 
the bond initiatives overview of the three infrastructure bond initiatives going 
through the adoption process. The committee process is underway and 
there is an expectation that the bond initiatives will make the June ballot. 
The initiatives need to be completed by March 10 to qualify for the June 
ballot. 
 
Alex Clifford, Gateway Sector General Manager, gave a brief presentation 
on an upcoming March 6 Transit Providers Workshop. Topics included route 
coordination, the Universal Fare System, and Metro Connection. 
 
Karen Heit gave a report on the status of the Municipal Operators Service  
Improvement Program (MOSIP).  The program has been extended fro six 
months while the transit operations subsidy process is rationalized.  
Gateway Cities transit representatives from Long Beach Transit and 
Montebello will be part of the working group to help form solutions.  
 
Richard Powers -  Gateway COG Executive Director, gave the I-5 JPA 
report.  The City of Commerce finished it’s review of the I-5/710 Mini-study, 
Caltrans has approved the freeway geometrics and Carmenita right of way 
acquisition is due to begin.  

 
Mr. Powers continued to provide an update on the I-710 Major Corridor 
effort: The funding plan is nearly complete, the near-term air quality strategy 
is partially drafted, the City of Commerce has finished review of the Mini-
study, East LA is still reviewing the report, the Governance structure is 
completed. 
 
Mr. Powers last report was on the status of the SR-91/I-605 Needs 
Assessment; the next step will be looking for funding. Mayor Stefenhagen of 
Norwalk is leading the effort to obtain the $2-3 million required for the next 
project phase.  
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 



Transportation Committee Agenda 
April 5, 2006 

5 

 
                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV.  Reports 
1.  Supvr. Antonovich Letter to 

City Managers 
Metro Red Line Extension 
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TO:  Transportation Committee 
 
FROM: Bonnie Lowenthal, Transportation Committee Chair  
 
SUBJECT: Supervisor Antonovich Letter Regarding Metro Red Line Extension 
 
 
Background 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Mike Antonovich sent the attached letter to Los 
Angeles County City Managers urging them to have their City Councils adopt 
resolutions opposing further Metro Red Line (MRL) subway construction. 
 
Issue 
The Supervisor raises an important issue as to the cost of the Metro Red Line 
Extension.  In October of 2005, a panel of experts reviewed the conditions for 
constructing a subway through the gas impacted areas of the Wilshire district of 
Los Angeles. The study determined that the gas problems that halted subway 
construction in the mid-1980s were no longer a deterrent to construction.  
 
In February of this year at the request of the MTA Board of Directors, MTA staff 
did a rough order of magnitude cost estimate of $5 billion to complete the MRL to 
Santa Monica Bay. There is a possibility that as much as fifty percent of the cost 
could be paid for by federal new starts funding for rail lines.  That would leave the 
remainder to come from state and local sources as matching funds limiting 
distribution of these scarce capital dollars.  
  
The MRL is not currently in the planning queue for funding. The project is not in 
the 2003 Short Range Transportation Plan. The MRL Extension is in the 2001 
Long Range Transportation Plan in the Strategic Element of the Plan. The 
Strategic Element is defined as high priority projects that would be funded if 
additional funds become available. This differs from projects in the Baseline Plan; 
projects and funding commitments already approved by the MTA Board, and the 
Constrained Element, where projects are in line for the $11.2 billion of 
uncommitted funds available over the next 25 years.  
 
The MTA is in the process of updating the LRTP. The last version of the financial 
plan included no new revenues other than those that would occur as a result of 
the 5-year extension of the Plan’s time-frame. The last Plan financial estimate 
(October 2005) did not include potential additional funding from the recent state 
infrastructure bond efforts. The Plan update recommends maintaining the funding 
priorities of the 2001 LRTP including funding the approximately $4 billion of cost 
increases associated with highway project and transit guideway costs. The  
financial update assumed $6 billion for new projects to be available primarily after 
2020. This funding could be used for projects such as the MRL Extension.   
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Recommend Action  
It is recommended that the Transportation Committee work with through the City 
Manager’s and public works/transportation staff to push the Gateway COG 
projects in the LRTP process, keeping the existing funding priorities intact from 
the previous planning efforts. This means funding cost increase from baseline 
projects (I-5 for example), then drawing from the constrained element before the 
strategic element projects are considered.  
 
The MTA will present performance analysis and updated financial assumptions in 
April; preliminary LRTP recommendation and the actual draft plan in July. 
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TO:  Transportation Committee 
 
FROM: Bonnie Lowenthal, Transportation Committee Chair  
 
BY:  Karen Heit, Transportation Deputy  
 
SUBJECT: Multi-County Goods Movement Action Plan & Survey 
 
Background 
In May of 2004, officials from the County Transportation Commissions of 
Ventura, Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, and Riverside Counties, 
Caltrans Districts 7,11 and 12 and SCAG requested the MTA take the lead in 
developing a plan that would address the multi-county goods movement 
challenges.  The result is the Southern California Multi-County Goods Movement 
Action Plan (MCGMAP). The attached Fact Sheet outlines the Plan objectives, 
timing, process and consultant team. 

Issue 
As part of this effort, the attached survey has been developed. This survey is one 
of the initial outreach efforts used to gather information for the Action Plan. The 
Task Force is seeking opinions as individuals or representatives of organizations 
or public/private agencies on specific goods movement issues. It is important that 
this survey adequately document transportation problems and issues related to 
the movement of goods and its impact on local communities and the 
environment. The various subregions have been asked to facilitate the 
dissemination of this survey.  The survey is available on-line at 
http://www.metro.net/projects_programs/mcgmap/survey.htm#TopOfPage.  Or 
the attached survey can be filled out and returned to Gateway Cities COG, 16401 
Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA, 90723.  
 
It is imperative that the Gateway COG goods movement mobility, safety and 
health issues be heard and addressed in the course of this study. Therefore, 
COG staff will be emailing the Fact Sheet, Survey and Link to the MCGMAP site 
to all City Managers, Public Works Directors, and Transportation Planners in 
COG cities as well as emailing and sending a hard copy to elected officials and 
community organizations. COG staff will also participate and monitor the 
development of the MCGMAP. 
 
The MCGMAP task force has had two meetings; the first to present the study 
structure and consultant team, the next to present the results of data compilation 
on goods movement.  

Attachments 
MCGMAP Survey 
Fact Sheet 


